The Builder 


INCORPORATING ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT 


Vol. CC. April 28th 1961 No. 6154 


Published from ‘The Builder’ House, 
4 Catherine-street, Aldwych, London, 
WC2. Telephones: Temple Bar 6251-4. 


tectural or technical 


Principal Contents 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


PAGE 


Annual subscription rate: 
course: 30s. 
available, up to 12 months old) Is. 6d. (post paid 2s.). 


£4. Special rate for Students following an approved archi- 
Single copies (including back numbers, where 
Indices free on application. 


Phone, 
UBrapy ACHTECT ne 


788 Snow Hill Station Develdpment, Birmingham. By Kelly & Surman 
791 Saltire Award for Housing, Lerwick. By R. E. & B. L. C. Moira 


797 


ARTICLES 


Birmingham Chamber of Commerce. 


By John H. Madin 


Eastern Counties Discuss Joint Education 
Letters to the Editor 
A Traffic Plan for Central London: Tunnels for Commuters 


More Everyday Things—39. 


By Arthur W. Kenyon, CBE 


Edinburgh Architectural Association: A Lively Year Book 

Research at the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 

Institute of Builders: Mr. J. Gowing Middleton as President 

The Week in Parliament: The Budget Debate 

Overspill: A Short Study of Essentials 

AMC: Hiring out of Plant by Local Authorities 

Technical Review: Plant, Equipment and Materials 

Building in the Irish Republic: Signs of Expansion 

Making up Private Streets: Mr. Brooke on Sympathetic Administration 


Leading Articles 





No Architectural Censorship 


rHE PUBLICATION last week of the seventeenth report of 
the Royal Fine Art Commission will assuredly once again 
provoke criticism from those who question its ‘ raison 
d’étre,’ especially since it has no power to veto. Those 
who express such sentiments, and their views were cer- 
tainly reinforced by the ‘ Piccadilly incident,’ would, it 
seems, wish to replace the Commission with a body armed 
with the power to accept or refuse a scheme and become 
the supreme arbiter of taste and planning. Indeed, as 
one eminent member of the Commission pointed out, 
the only way efficiently to prevent piecemeal development 
and bad architecture would be to impose a dictatorial 
policy. This is precisely what the Commissioners cannot 
do, nor are they likely to do so in a democratic state. 

Setting aside the wider question of planning, to impose 
any form of esthetic control would not only stifle archi- 
tectural expression and the natural growth of architectural 
thought, it would put architects into an invidious position 
by lending themselves to the distasteful task of sitting in 
judgment over their colleagues. Such a policy would be 
humiliating to the architect and make a nonsense of his 
professional status. All but five of the Commissioners 
ire eminent practising architects and the question of 
whether the Commission ought not to continue in its 
present form would raise this issue. 

The Commission does not merely approve or disapprove 
1 scheme that is put before it; rather its function is to 


inquire into questions of public amenity or of artistic 
importance, and to give disinterested and expert advice 
and guidance to help authorities to do the right thing 
and to persuade them to appreciate the larger issues. 
Whether such advice is acted upon is entirely a question 
of goodwill, the recipient being perfectly free to ignore 
it if he chooses so to do, It should be remembered, how- 
ever, that although the Commission has no direct power, 
it does have the power to rally public opinion and to 
inform directly the various Ministers of State concerned 
with particular aspects of building or amenity. 

The report in question emphasises the need for large 
areas to be planned at one time during urban development. 
Unless a development project, states the report, is itself 
on a large scale, nothing effective can be done at that 
stage to ensure that the three-dimensional effect of the 
development project will fit in satisfactorily with what will 
happen on adjoining sites. Failure to plan in three dimen- 
sions and in sufficient detail over sufficiently wide areas 
has been put forward by the Commission as being one of 
the chief defects of present planning arrangements. The 
report this year pays special attention to the need for 
road improvements to be considered architecturally as 
well as in terms of traffic movement, to the need for 
separating pedestrians from motor traffic in central areas, 
and to the importance of landscape design in the routeing 
and layout of motorways. On the subject of very high 

















buildings the report states that a better result would be 
achieved if such buildings were to be kept in groups or 
clusters, on sites which were felt to be appropriate. 

It seems unfortunate that the criticisms which have 
been directed at the Commission are in the main based 
on the relatively few bad buildings that have been before 
it and whose sponsors did not act upon advice given. In 
many cases this advice has been to appoint a consultant. 


IN A SMALL ISLAND such as our own, heavily industrialised 
and over-populated, with a disproportionately large total 
area of urban development, in which the unceasing pres- 
sure to expand is held in check as much as possible by 
legislative controls, many complex problems are bound 
to arise, not the least of which is that of population 
‘ overspill,’ a subject on which MR. NEVILLE BORG addressed 
the Town Planning Institute recently (see page 813). 
Some idea of the magnitude of the problem may be gained 
from the fact that the figure of overspill for the whole 
country is now put at about two million persons. 

In a ‘short study of the essentials,” based on the 
experience of Birmingham, Mr. Borg gave a clear idea 
of the formidable nature of this problem for local authori- 
ties, both overspilling and receiving; and the impression 
left on the mind of the reader is that, notwithstanding the 
great efforts which have been and are being made to 
achieve success, the policy is failing. Potential receiving 
authorities, said Mr. Borg, ‘tend to say that, since the 
problem is itself a reflection of a relatively high level of 
prosperity, overspilling authorities ought to be prepared 
to meet a great part of the burden. Overspilling authori- 
ties, whilst they consider that there will be obvious benefits 
to the receiving areas, recognise that the small authority 
cannot back a high risk—to some degree incalculable— 
out of very limited resources. They tend to see the 
problem as a national one and they consider that more 
resources for solving it ought to be provided through 
the agency of the Central Government.’ 

In his conclusions, Mr. Borg, while admitting that the 
use of the Town Development Act appears attractive, 


The Problem of Overspill 





Notes of the Week 
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All in all this expert committee of guidance has two chief 
weaknesses for which it cannot be blamed. First, it is 
seldom consulted at a sufficiently early stage to prevent 
loss of time, effort and expense; and second it seldom 
pulls any weight if its recommendations involve expense. 
The second is a corollary of the first. To quote a well- 
founded truism, ‘each generation gets the architecture 
it deserves.’ Cannot we deserve better? 





partly because of the possibility of saving in first estab- 
lishments and ‘ pump priming’ costs and partly because 
of the scope for variety in design and the absorption of 
the new development into the local or regional character, 
claimed that, particularly in relation to the attraction of 
industry, not enough money and not enough power have 
been put into this procedure to make it work rapidly. 
In default of these essentials, he suggested that New Towns 
will be the only answer to the problem. 

If it were simply a question of more money, power and 
energy being needed to make the working of the Town 
Development Act effective, there ought to be no difficulty 
in making these available; but even if they are it seems 
unlikely that the present policy will solve our problems 
for us while expansion of industry and population con- 
tinue at their present rate. It was no part of Mr. Borg’s 
brief to go into the questions which arise if more New 
Towns become necessary, but they need to be answered. 

Such questions, for example, as, where are they to go? 
How far could the problem be met by redevelopment of 
obsolescent areas to higher densities? Will there have to 
be a modification of the Green Belt policy or a further 
serious call on agricultural land? To what extent is it 
possible to use derelict or semi-derelict land for New 
Towns? If agricultural land has to be taken, is it possible 
to make up for the loss of this by the cultivation of land 
at present unused, or used for other purposes, in hills and 
lowlands? There are, too, the broader questions of immi- 
gration and emigration. Mr. Borg has focused attention on 
a problem that calls for prompt examination and early 
decisions by the Government if it is not to get out of hand. 


New ARAs ; Joint Education for Building ; Morris & Company ; 





Denys Lasdun Explains 




























TO THE OUTSIDE OBSERVER, nothing can 
be more mysterious than the way in which 
the names of candidates for election to 
associateship of the Royal Academy reach 
the list—unless it be the formula for 
actual election; by comparison the 
methods of proportional representation 
are simplicity itself. No one, however, 
will quibble with the result of the current 
election by which this honour (for such 
it remains) is conferred on Sir William 
Holford and Mr. Frederick Gibberd. Both 
these architects belong to that small band 
of practitioners whose names are known 
to the public at large, and whose calling 
does not have to be explained. Both, by 
their personal contribution to architec- 
ture and through their writings, have 
made their mark on the visual scene, 
though it would be true to say of Sir 
William that his contribution to planning 
stands higher than his architectural 
reputation. 





What a pity in fact that Holford was 
not gazetted as ‘town planner,’ thus 
acknowledging town planning as one of 
the arts. The Royal Academy had the 
same opportunity in the case of the late 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie, and its Council 
might now well consider enlarging its 
ambit by including town planning as a 
qualification; were town-planners so to be 
considered, it could do much to lift the 
importance of their art in the public 
mind. 


Joint Education for Building 


THE EASTERN COUNTIES, educationally 
always progressive, have done a useful 
service in again bringing to the fore the 
question of joint education of the 
principal partners in building design and 
management. A lively conference held 
last Friday in Cambridge did much to 
clear the minds of the sixty or so archi- 
tects, quantity surveyors and builders who 








listened to four papers during the day and 
discussed them afterwards with 
enthusiasm. 

Not the least useful facet of the meeting 
was that it brought to light the fact that 
the advisory sub-committee which the 
National Joint Consultative Committee 
was recommended to set up, after the 
meeting on the subject at the RIBA in 
1956, to look into the question of con- 
ducting some experiments in joint educa- 
tion, was in fact never set up. The resolu- 
tion passed by the Cambridge conference 
(reported on page 789) should do some- 
thing to rectify this omission. 

It is not without significance that 
whenever the subject of joint education 
is brought up at regional level, an over- 
whelming body of opinion is in favour of 
experiment being made. It is at national 
level that resistance sets in, and for this 
the RIBA must take at least some of the 
responsibility. The National body is to 
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meet soon, and will, we shall hope, take 
cognizance of the feeling which has been 
expressed. 


Morris and Company 1861-1940 


HE PRIVATE VIEW on April 11 of this 
Commemorative Exhibition at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum marked the 
xact centenary of the company’s founda- 

on. In other ways, as its organiser, Mrs. 

Barbara Morris of the V & A’s staff, 

iggests in her foreword to the catalogue, 
iis is not a memento mori but (the 
literation of my _ paraphrasing is 
ccidental) a milestone in a continuous 

,odern movement, interrupted only by 
uch dead-ends as the inter-war neo- 
Georgian and * Modernistical ’ digressions, 

rites BASIL MARRIOTT. 

It is perhaps a mixed blessing that the 
Exhibition approximately coincides with 

ne coming full circle into revivalist 
shion of much that Morris and his asso- 
-iates—Rossetti, Ford, Madox Brown, 

irne-Jones, Philip Webb et al—pro- 
iced. Even allowing for varying proven- 
ice and conservation, the overall effect 

the source-material does not escape the 
stiness which has its exact counterpart 
real Victoriana as compared with 
fashionable stage décor. Those punters 

10 go hoping to spot winners by, say, 

1e Italian Hand out of Liberty in the 
fabrics field will be disappointed: the real 

ng, through changed circumstances and 
ntext, cannot be re-created. 
* * * 


MORRIS, I think, tends to be too lightly 
belled a flat pattern-maker rather than 


formal designer in three dimensions. If 
1e reflects on the difference between his 
ypirical approach, via hand-craftsman- 


ship, with that of today’s specialised 
dustrial designer, via the machine, much 
to be understood and, if necessary, for- 
siven. Though Morris (‘ know to be use- 
ful, and believe to be beautiful ’) forecast 
the Fitness for Purpose which later came 
to be questioned, he rightly left the 
assessment of that beauty as a matter of 
personal belief, and not as a natural 
corollary of utility. Again, one remembers 
that Morris and his kind thought more 
frankly in terms of ‘applied art’ than 
subsequent generations who, for several 
reasons, shied away from that convenient 
but ambiguous term. 
With these reservations, the Exhibition 
s an illuminating and comprehensive 
survey of the firm’s work. It includes 
furniture, stained glass, wallpaper, fabrics, 
embroideries and carpets, metalwork, 
glass and pottery. Its impact is still per- 
ceptible, representing as it does a strong 
nd particularly English stem in the useful 
ts. That this was cut down has by no 
means destroyed the roots, though there 
a certain melancholy as well as 
stalgic pleasure in seeing the growth- 
rings of the dead wood here displayed, so 
speak, in cross section. 


Denys Lasdun Explains 
SPEAKING TO A STUDENT OF ARCHITECTURE 
cently the writer was intrigued to learn 
at students in general no longer look 
.0n Le Corbusier and the great masters 
the Bauhaus as the heroes in whose 
ytsteps they must cast their aspirations. 





Model of a new aviary for London Zoo designed by Mr. A. Armstrong-Jones 
in association with Cedric Price, MA(Cantab), AA Dipl., ARIBA, with Frank 
Newby, BA(Cantab), MISE, MICE, of Felix Samuely & Partners, as consulting 
engineer. The aviary is sited close to the new bridge over the Regent’s Canal 


being designed by Sir Hugh Casson. 
steel frames which support tension cables, enabling the whole 
to be clothed in a mesh of metal or nylon. 


Construction is two sets of tubular 
volume 
An elevated walkway is provided 


for visitors to view both the upper and lower levels of the aviary 


Even the visionary Frank Lloyd Wright 
has been superseded and the names that 
are now attaining godlike dimensions in- 
clude Neutra, Kahn and—at last a British 
architect—Denys Lasdun. The latter was 
the subject of a ‘ conducted ’ interview in 
the BBC’s ‘Monitor’ television pro- 
gramme last Sunday (April 23). A tour 
of recent Lasdun buildings began with a 
block of luxury flats at Green Park, sited 
next to Spencer House and other 
eighteenth century structures. In answer 
to the obvious question concerning the 
clash of styles the architect explained that 
the new matched the old in quality and its 
size was in sympathy with the buildings 
against which it stood. 


* * * 


VIEWERS SAW shops, department stores 
and a school, but perhaps the building 
which drew the architect out into the 
deepest explanation of the principles and 
ideas involved was the cluster block hous- 
ing estate at Bethnal Green. This was 
described as a group of small semi- 
detached houses (maisonettes) piled one 
on top of the other, an ‘ up-ended street’ 
in which even on the fifteenth floor there 
was a real sense of neighbourliness and 
human scale. The block had informality 
in spite of its shape, and would in no way 
inhibit other architects’ designs. Lasdun’s 
ideas have in general been profoundly 
influenced by men like Le Corbusier, 
Gropius and Mies van der Rohe, who in 
the 20s had to take ruthless action to 
reshape cities. He has, however, dis- 
carded ‘the monolith concept in parallel 
lines ’ and broken it down to human scale, 
creating a series of small intimate spaces. 


Lasdun has done much work in Africa 
and during his visits there he has been 
very impressed by the vitality of the 
African village—‘the spaces make the 
village vital, it is a highly organised mess 
of natural grouping and we have much to 
learn from it.’ 

Asked about his reaction to commit- 
tees Lasdun inferred that it was a question 
of acclimatisation. He himself was 
accustomed to being ‘ snarled at by com- 
mittees’ and in any case the questioner 
had touched upon the very heart of the 
essential process of architecture. He was 
diametrically opposed to Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s belief that absolutely no archi- 
tecture came out of committees. Today, 
though sitting on them was dreary beyond 
extreme, committees provided an 
exchange of ideas and information which 
was the lifeblood of architecture—‘ some- 
where down the line someone will say 
something positive.’ The final product 
was generally the work of a team and all 
great architects today were anonymous. 





Poet’s Corner 


Ko-Ko kept a little list’ 
Of people who would not be missed; 
Another list has been prepared 
Of people who could not be spared,* 
And they (as you no doubt will guess) 
Are helpers of the ABS 
Too few, alas, nor adequate 
The funds that should alleviate 
The lot of those in urgent need. 
And, so I beg you, act with speed. 
A cheque sent to the ABS 
Relieves privation and distress. 
ANON. 
*See the Architects’ Benevolent Society’s 
Report for 1960-61, just issued from 66 Port- 
land-place, London, WI. 





Snow Hill Station 
Development 
Birmingham 


KELLY AND SURMAN, 
architects 


CITY WALL PROPERTIES LTD., 
developers 


THIS £21m. SCHEME for developing the 
Snow Hill Station area, covering 14 acres 
of land owned by the British Transport 
Commission, Birmingham Corporation, 
and private owners, has been approved in 


principle by the Public Works Committee. 


The project provides a much needed 
open square (Colmore Circus) at the end 
of Colmore-row, containing a waterscape 
and fountains. This would form an im- 
posing feature to close the vista on the 
only level thoroughfare in central Birm- 
ingham capable of being transformed into 
a civic avenue or processional way com- 
parable with Princes-street, or The Mall. 
Colmore-row runs along the highest ridge 
of the city and links the Law Courts, 
Council House and 


General Hospital, 


Town Hal] with the principal station. 


The scheme does not interfere with the 
present permanent way or approach levels 
in any way, but by the creation of a 
‘podium’ over the whole site, through 
which the railway runs as a ‘slot,’ en- 
the station can continue to 
function normally the de- 


From the top of the podium 


sures that 
throughout 
velopment. 
formed by the roof of the station, rise the 
various blocks containing the major part 
of the scheme. 


A network of subways will connect the 
surrounding areas to the station and these 
subways are extended to form an open 
piazza in front of the station concourse. 
On this open space are two office blocks, 
one of which would be reserved for the 
Beyond the Sta- 
the first 


Transport Commission. 
tion concourse building is a 
luxury hotel with banqueting rooms, ball- 
room and residential flats. Next comes 
a department store, with roof restaurant 
and the last block, along Great Charles- 
cafeteria, 
Around the 
perimeter of the site are two-storey shops, 


street, contains a dance hall, 


commercial hotel and flats. 


gr 
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galleries, exhibition and conference suites 
looking into internal courts. These courts 
would be public areas linking the various 


blocks and providing gardens and cafés. 


The Sports Centre occupies the block 
between Great Charles-street and Lionel- 
street, with road level parking and one 
floor devoted to badminton, tennis and 
squash courts, bowling alleys, gymnasia, 
etc., and above a vast arena with swim- 


ming pools and boxing rings. The last 


from the 


newly created Colmore Circus 


block between Lionel-street and Water- 
street would contain a supermarket at 
road level with parking above station 
level, and the roof of this providing a heli 


port for taxi and feeder services. 


This project can start within a year and 
it is intended that a consortium of Mid 
land 
contracting firms would carry out the 


civil engineering and_ general! 


work, which it is estimated would take 
some ten years to complete. 
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Eastern Counties Discuss Joint Education 


Successful Conference at Cambridge 


FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


A resolution calling upon the National Joint Consultative Committee of 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and Builders to consider at what stage of 
training and to what extent joint education for building can be introduced, 
was passed by a well-attended conference called by the Eastern Counties 
joint consultative board (hon. secretary, Mr. Robert W. Porter, MBE) and 


held on April 21 in Cambridge. 


Papers were read by Dr. Denis Harper, 


FRIBA; Mr. William James, FRICS; Principal D. A. G. Reid, BSc., and 


Mr. Ian M. Leslie, OBE, Hon. ARIBA, Editor of ‘ The Builder.’ 


Extracts 


from the papers and from the subsequent discussions follow: 


Professor Harper’s Paper 


IN HIS PAPER Dr. Harper drew a distinc- 
tion between education and training. He 
defined education as the field of intellec- 
ual experience which makes parts into 
vholes. It allowed discrimination about 
what to reject and what to pursue, pas- 
sively as well as actively. It was objec- 
tive and not necessarily constructive and 
yursued to a definite end, but it permitted 
naterial decisions and a fuller life. Train- 
ng, in contrast, was primarily related to 
practice for a vocation or an occupation 
and involved theory and practice. It was 
ilways constructive and related to a 
definite end. 


Dr. Harper said there had been refer- 
ence to joint training over some years and 
n particular areas and subjects it had 
been practised. He gave the following 
reasons why it was bound up with the 
problems and new tasks of the industry: 


(1) The greater impact of significant 
building (not necessarily architecture) 
upon the majority of people. 

(2) The greater load of production 
required from the industry, which he 
thought was too great for the present 
organisation to handle. There were two 
courses of action here—the creation of 
priorities and the improvement of produc- 
tivity. 

(3) Securing improvement, which 
depended upon attracting more people of 
good quality to the industry (in a very 
competitive market) and providing as 
many avenues of advancement as possible. 


(4) The tremendous advance in tech- 
nology, as seen, for instance, in struc- 
tural reinforced concrete, high building, 
factory fabrication and the advanced 
technical sciences in which methods must 
be tried, experiences shared and prob- 
lems understood. 


Referring to the entrance requirements 
of the universities and colleges providing 
full-time architectural education, Dr. 
Harper said there had been much discus- 
sion about the content of courses and 
teaching methods inside schools and 
changes were taking place, but generally 
two ‘A’ levels were required, mostly arts- 
based. Generally the following conditions 
prevailed: 

(1) The average school education did 


not easily lead into a school of architec- 
ture. 


(2) Entry subjects (even at ‘A’ level) 
were not often developed later in depth. 
The first two years were largely taken 
up with learning something of the idiom 
of architecture—learning the craft of 
presentation and recognition of images, 
with perhaps a reference to intuitive 
design standards. 


(3) A large time was taken up with 
projects (usually design and naturally not 
capable of fulfilment). 

(4) Varying (but still rather little) con- 
tact with other departments. 


(5) Five-year courses, which meant a 
long period within sheltered walls. A 
new phase being considered was a three- 
year course leading to a B.Arch. degree 
plus two years in architectural specialisa- 
tion. 

Part-time courses were offered as an 
alternative by some of the full techno- 
logical colleges. They involved day 
release and evening work, with design 
studies and testimonies, either college or 
RIBA. They had been largely used by 
students who could not qualify for uni- 
versities for one reason or another. 


These were all now being brought into 
question by the new ‘A’ level require- 
ments. More than in the full-time 
schools, there could be found in certain 
subjects a mixed student body, i.e., struc- 
tures, building construction, maths, 
building sciences, and perhaps services 
surveying and_ specifications usually 
being touched upon too lightly. 


The Making of An Architect 


Whatever the deficiencies of the 
present system, Dr. Harper said the 
architectural profession had had the 
courage to expose their considerable edu- 
cation problem to the light of day, and 
could only benefit by the breast-beating 
and brickbats which had resulted. 

Expressing an individual viewpoint, he 
believed that a _ technical/technological 
training alone could not make an archi- 
tect, either in the medium rank of ‘ client 
satisfier ’’ or as one of the starry few who 
break new spatial ground. The archi- 
tect, to be so called, must add the weight 
of his intellect and intuition (his whole 
creative process) to his summation of the 
technical solution which suggests itself, 
thereby dominating this solution with a 
spatial and visual overtone by which 
building becomes architecture (with quite 
a smal] A). 

The number who could do this well 
would always be few, but in the present 
world the general standard would be in- 
creased if the architects’ technical back- 
ground were improved and if his educa- 
tion permitted the development of a 
design discipline in depth. 


Enumerated, therefore, Dr. Harper saw 
the deficiencies of architectural educa- 


tion in so far as they affected joint educa- 
tion as being: 

A general limitation of technical back- 
ground; 

A lack of contact with the industry as 
a whole, therefore a lack of balance in 
studies (and a tendency to- patronise or 
disregard the very real contributions from 
production; 

Little development of a scientific pro- 
cess in the analysis of the building 
programme because of a too-little aware- 
ness of the scientific method; 


A wish to create significant architec- 
ture without first a quest for sound 
building. 

For many years the ordinary levels 
and the O and HN Certificate and 
Diplomas had provided a considerable 
proportion of the building industry’s 
technicians. Some of the product had 
been used in architects’ practices for 
many purposes {and many part-time 
courses had used this pattern of course 
for non-recognised access to the RIBA 
inter and final examinations) and many 
had stuck half way. 


The RIBA believed (as expressed at the 
Oxford Conference, that with the neces- 
sary entrance level of two ‘ As’ the bait 
of a possible Associateship would no 
longer be dangled before such students 
and that a need—long met without much 
recognition other than a very long 
studentship—should now be rationalised. 
Dr. Harper foresaw that one result ‘of 
this might be that a ‘technical officer’ 
class would come about. Such a person 
did not exist in the industry at present, 
and some offices might find his services 
invaluable. Before condemning the idea 
of a technical officer it had to be recog- 
nised that there were a lot of Associates 
who at present were just that, and were 
increasingly taking that path as they 
realised their own limitations in creative 
dynamics. 


It was Dr. Harper’s view that the 
development of the education and train- 
ing of a technical officer would not only 
fulfil a need but might engender a much 
needed review of the scientific content 
of existing and recognised architectural 
courses. This was, of course, already 
happening—but further, and equally, it 
would provide an opportunity for joint 
education of the architect and building 
technical officer, for he thought that the 
O and HN Certificates and Diplomas 
for builders now needed a radical over- 
haul if they were to continue to meet the 
industry’s needs. So, in large measure, 
these two could nearly be the same person 
subject to options for the last year of the 
course. He thought the future clerk of 
works could obviously come from this 
field. A bridge into the later years of 
architecture, subject to exceptional attain- 
ments, could, he believed, be devised. 

The great problem of joint education at 
university level related to the present 
dichotomy of science and arts faculties— 
the former normally including engineering 





A PERSPECTIVE of the new Prince Charles Theatre to be built off Leicester-square, 


London, on the corner of Lisle-street and Leicester-place, 
Costain Ltd. have been awarded the contract. 
The building will also contain two floors of 


will have a large lounge and bar. 


for which Richard 
The new theatre will seat 500 and 


offices and some flats above, with a roof garden restaurant open to the public. 


Work is to start in May and is scheduled for completion in 70 weeks. 
and the theatre is for Atlas Securities 


tects are Carl Fisher and Associates, 


and the latter architecture—-with the 
variation of entry standards which this 
meant. 

Three developments were interesting. 
The first was that * building’ had now 
achieved a certain (though reserved) 
respectability at four universities, and a 
greater contact between architecture, 
structural engineering and building tech- 
nology resulting. Joint courses in 
early years were difficult because of per- 
missive entry subjects, but it seemed 
likely that they would draw more closely 
together. Students in building and struc- 
tures had very successfully moved in the 
third year in Schools of Architecture. 

The second was the proposal for a 
third-year degree course in architectural 
studies (Cambridge, Durham and London) 
after which only certain gifted students 
would be permitted to move into qualified 
architecture. He would expect the three- 
year courses in these circumstances to fit 
the man not so gifted to occupy a niche 
elsewhere in the industry. 

In university education perhaps the 
most immediate opportunities for joint 
education could come with the develop- 


was 


The archi- 


post-graduate research and 
management _ studies. To have real 
validity, many subjects of building 
research (and not just document investi- 
gation, however erudite) must now have 
both the forces of technology and archi- 
tectural competence applied to them. 
And in the field of management, even if 
the organisation of the building industry 
remained as it was—which was unlikely 
the tools of management could not be 
applied separately—but with the help of 
agreed communications impeccably estab- 
lished and honoured they must become 
part of a unified project plan. 

He hoped that with the impressive 
development of the Institute of Builders’ 
new management syllabus and examina- 
tion structure, the profession of architec- 
ture would seize its opportunity and take 
advantage of the courses (with necessary 
options) which were being planned. The 
RIBA was deeply involved in the study of 
architectural management problems and 
would hope for the understanding of the 
others in the industry, and would hope 
to share in the quadripartite courses 
which should result. 


ment of 


Mr. W. James’s Paper 


target at which building education should 


1 FIND IT HARD [said Mr. James] to dis- 
cuss the educational requirements of the 
quantity surveyor in isolation first with- 
out intermingling this with the broader 
canvas. So I am going to disobey orders 
and give you a mixture of both right 
through this talk. The answer to the 
question ‘What are the _ building 
owner's requirements of the building in- 
dustry and its allied professions?’ is the 


To ignore this, and merely to 
provide something which makes the 
teachers’ and _ students’ tasks more 
streamlined would be a cardinal error. 
The building owner’s short answer is, 
of course, efficiency—efficiency in design 
and specification; in speed of construc- 
tion in conformity with them; and in 
financial cost. I do not think that any 


be aimed. 
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of us in the industry feel that we are as 
efficient as we could or should be. There 
is plenty of room for improvement. 

In my own sphere, contacts with build- 
ing owners of all kinds leads me to think 
that in this age of high pressure advertis- 
ing by producers, the building owner has 
a greater desire than ever for competent 
independent advice, particularly on mat- 
ters of comparative costs in the widest 
sense, for example, in its application to 
the speed versus time equations, and to 
all the cost differences which, for the 
client’s purposes, lie hidden in the choice 
between one site and another. 

Personally I welcome the competition 
of the package dealers because, for the 
professions, it is a thistle in the feather 
bed of inefficiency and a spur to seeking 
better methods of service to the building 
owner. I do not, however, subscribe to 
the solution-theory of some of the larger 
contractors which has been much publi- 
cised of late. Put baldly and not so 
guardedly as it usually is, this is that 
architects, quantity surveyors, consulting 
engineers (and I suspect also the medium 
and smaller builders) are nowadays so 
inefficient that they have outlived their 
usefulness as independent units, and 
should now be taken under the wing of 
these large contractors—into their firms 
—so that the industry can be ‘inte- 
grated’ into a more efficient whole. 

The aims of joint education, therefore 
in my view, should primarily be to in- 
crease the efficiency of the individual par- 
ticipants in their own sphere of work— 
be they architects, quantity surveyors, 
consulting engineers or builders. There 
will be great advantage if, at the same 
time, they can better their understanding 
of the work of other members of the 
building team: but the arrangements 
should be such that they neither seem to 
be geared towards ‘ take-over’ bidding, 
nor to its corollary—that of leaving the 
building owner adviserless in an _ inte- 
grated world of large package dealers 
and their small professional cosmonauts. 

What personal abilities are required of 
entrants to administrative posts in the 
industry and its allied professions? I 
am sure there is common ground in this 
aspect of our subject, whatever may be 
said of the last one. For I am certain 
that for any worthwhile technological 
positions, some general characteristics 
are of similar importance. These _ in- 
clude, I suggest: — 


1. Willingness to work hard. 

2. Common sense (i.e., the ability to 
apply knowledge and intelligence to 
practical use). 

3. Intellectual ability. 

4. Sociability 
humour. 


and a= sense of 


We already have ‘joint education’ at 
the pre-entry stage of recruitment at the 
ordinary scholastic establishments of this 
country. Where architects, quantity sur- 
veyors and builders appear to differ is in 
their assessment of the value they place 
upon the scholastic tests held in the 
schools, for the purpose of minimum 
entry standards. 


(Continued on page 806) 
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Saltire Award Housing, Lerwick 


R. E. and B. L. C. MOIRA, architects 
PEARSON & FRASER, general contractors 
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children’s playground adjacent to the Green 


aerial view looking north 


THE SALTIRE SOCIETY housing design 
award for 1959 was made to the archi- 
tects for this scheme at Heddell’s Park, 
Lerwick. The sloping site, which leads 
down to the harbour and Bressay 
Sound, is laid out with a series of en- 
closed courts at varying levels. Vehicu- 
lar access is restricted to one cul-de-sac 
ind all other means of access are for 
pedestrian use. 

New housing built on the outskirts of 
the town has tended to depopulate the 
older district, and Lerwick Council, 
wishing to reverse this tendency, in- 
structed the architects to remodel the 
lanes and replace the decaying small 
buildings whilst retaining the existing 
character of lane, court and close. 


A children’s playground is provided 
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BEDROOM [BEDROOM 








HOUSE TYPE S5RH 


STUDY’ 
BEDROOM 


at the heart of the scheme. The 
houses have been laid out around the 
playground in various groupings, 
each of different design, along the 
lanes, and in courts or closes so that 
each family lives in an environ of 
individual character. A dominant is 
provided by a 3-storey block of 
flats which adjoins the playground, 
and because of the ground slope a 
covered play area is provided under 
it at one end. The playground has a 
model Shetland boat, surrounded by 
a cobbled beach with a concrete 
breakwater. 


Of the total of 48 houses, 28 are 
cottages and a further 20 flats are 
provided. Each house has a framed 
porch with yellow or red panels. 
Front doors are coloured blue, back 
doors are yellow, and all other ex- 
ternal woodwork is painted white. 
An experimental] garden was prepared 
to test the suitability of local soil for 
various trees and bushes which, sub- 
sequently, have been planted through- 
out Heddell’s Park in accordance 
with the landscape scheme. Land- 
scape architect: Jane Wood, MA, 
AILA; structural engineers: Blyth & 
Blyth; quantity surveyor: David A. 
Adamson, FRICS. 
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Saltire Award Housing, 
Lerwick 


1, frontages of block 5. 2 and 3, « 
shop is accommodated under block 3 
by making use of the steep ground 
slope. 4, a terrace approach. 5, child- 
ren’s covered play area under block 3 


1 
4 
> 


Sub-contractors & suppliers : 

Glazier work: Wm. Fraser & Partners; 
plumber work: A. W. Peterson; plaster & 
cement work: Milne Brothers; painter work: 
F. Williamson; electrical work: Shetland 
Electrical Services; site services: County 
Surveyor, Lerwick, Shetland. 
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Letters to the Editor 





Research in the Building Industry ; Boston Hospital Competition ; Jane 
Wren at Oxford ; ‘ Guide to Incentives’ 


SIR,—I was much interested in the item 
on ‘ Structural Achievements in Concrete’ 
in * Notes of the Week’ in your issue of 
March 31, and felt I must acquaint you 
with some of the facts regarding the 
Advisory Council on Building Research 
and Development. 

This Council was instituted in Decem- 
ber, 1947, by the Minister of Works (The 
Rt. Hon. Charles W. Key, MP) and I 
was invited to serve as the Institution of 
Civil Engineers’ representative in July, 
1949. I continued to serve in this capacity 
until the Council was wound up in 1959 
by the Rt. Hon. Hugh Molson, MP (ncw 
Lord Molson) and although some 
remnants remain, such as the Working 
Party on Testing Structures, so far as I 
know very little work has been done, 
except by the Ministry of Works. 

The Council was very strong and 
covered every facet of the building and 
civil engineering industries, in its first 
form under the chairmanship of Sir 
Harold Emmerson and later under Sir 
George Gater. 

At the time I joined the Council it was 
felt that there was great confusion in the 
building industry, generally, as to what 
research was being undertaken and by 
whom, which inevitably resulted in con- 
siderable duplication by the various re- 
search groups throughout the country. 

As a first step it was decided that we 
should endeavour to elucidate this prob- 
lem and to this end all sections of the 
industry, including the usual research 
organisations, received a letter from the 
Ministry of Works, asking for such 
information as: 

(1) The research being carried out; 

(2) The possibilities of new research; 

(3) The priority of any item of research. 

This inquiry was very well received and 
as a result the first compilation called 
‘Building Research in Britain’ was pro- 
duced in 1951-52. Much of the research 
to be carried out was of a prolonged 
nature and it was therefore felt that in 
subsequent issues an indication should be 
given of progress made on such items, and 
this was accordingly set out in tabular 
form. 

In time, anybody who had a copy of 
‘Building Research in Britain’ could see 
at a glance the serial numbers of items 
under research, the subject of the re- 
search, the organisation responsible and 
the progress of the work to date. 

This procedure enabled the Advisory 
Council to guide the various research 
bodies, and in particular the universities, 
as to the type of research with which they 
should or should not proceed, in order to 
avoid duplication. It also enabled the 
Council to give indirect guidance as to 
where grants available for research should 
be allocated to ensure the maximum 
advantage. 

I made the recommendation that the 
booklet should be printed and put on sale 
to the building and civil engineering 
industries, generally, and by this means 


the document could have been self- 
supporting. Unfortunately, the decision 
to wind up the Council was made before 
this could be put into effect. 

The Council was divided into five com- 
mittees, which dealt with Requirements, 
Structures, Materials and Components, 
General Studies and Publicity. Regular 
meetings were held and the findings of 
each group circulated. As _ previously 
explained this enabled the Council to 
ascertain priorities and to consider new 
suggestions for research sent in by any 
section of the industry. 

It was a very lively ‘body and I 
expressed the view to Sir George Gater, 
at the time of winding up, that ‘ some- 
thing would be lost to the industry and 
to the Ministry of Works, when this 
Council is no more.’ 

Among the achievements for which the 
Council was primarily responsible are: 

(a) The compilation of ‘ Building Re- 
search in Britain.’ — It was the first 
time such information had been col- 
lated in this country and all those suffi- 
ciently interested in the building 
industry could obtain a copy and see 
from this what was going on. It also 
obviated a great amount of duplica- 
tion in the universities and other 
spheres and brought about a saving in 
expenditure in the research world. 

(b) Full scale fire tests on pre- 
stressed concrete.—In this connection 
the Council more or less had to press 
the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research through the Build- 
ing Research Station to take some 
action. These tests, so far as they went, 
proved of great prestige value to the 
DSIR and to Great Britain. They were 
frequently referred to by our American 
colleagues and in particular the 
American Society for Testing Materials 
inasmuch as they stated quite definitely 
to foreigners that this research was 
carried out in Great Britain. 

(c) Hydrophobic Cement (which 
originally emanated from the USSR).— 
At first the suggestion appeared to be 


MINISTRY OF LABOUR 


DERS 
POORER’ 


‘In coin of the realm—half-a-crown and 
three sixpences slightly debased!’ 


resisted by the cement industry but 
today it is an accepted material, manu- 
factured in this country and it will be 
used more and more in the future. 
(d) The introduction of Russian 
films, showing progress in the building 
industry in that country, all of which 
were first seen by members of the 

Advisory Council.—These films proved 

of great interest and were borrowed by 

a number of authorities, including the 

Ministry of Works, the Reinforced 

Concrete Association, the BRS and 

others, 

There are so many items of a similar 
nature one can point to and it was hoped 
that under the new arrangement, the 
Standing Conference on Building Re- 
search, which succeeded to the work of 
the Advisory Council, would take cog- 
nizance of all such items. It was, how- 
ever, understood that the dissemination 
of building pamphlets would continue. 

We are now reverting to the position of 
1947 inasmuch as _ research is being 
carried out by all and sundry and so far 
as I am aware, there is no central body 
to collate and disseminate information 
such as the research being carried out, 
for what purpose, by whom and who is 
getting the advantage of such knowledge. 

It is a well-known fact that many con- 
tractors are developing large research 
laboratories, quite rightly, for their own 
advantage and it is equally certain that 
much of this research, particularly in the 
science of soil mechanics is duplicated. 

FREDERICK S. SNOW [CBE, MICE, 
MIMECH.E], 

144 Southwark-street, 
London, SEl. 


Boston Hospital Competition 


sIR,—It was most heartening to see that 
the elevational treatment of the winning 
design in this competition (* The Builder’ 
of April 14) was right up to date and not 
another pseudoism so loved in the past. 
Here we are looking up. 

But, alas, the plan! It seems that the 
lessons of the Nuffield provincial hospital 
trust researchers, the Miners Hospitals 
in the US, the WHO Conferences and 
all the other learned studies have been 
ignored. Otherwise how could there 
have been those miles of corridors, those 
elongated wards and all the other dis- 
tance makers? 

I feel it is my good fortune that as an 
architect I shall not be called upon to 
spend my working life trekking through 
miles of corridors, however attractive at 
first, and having arrived, to carry every- 
thing from one end of a ward to the 
other whenever on duty alone! 

My heart cries out to all who have a 
say in the design of hospitals: * Efficiency 
comes from good working conditions, 
efficient aids to work and efficient plan- 
ning.’ Long distance walking is not 
normally the pastime of those who are 
on their feet all day. 

It may be a good time, too, to mention 
that there are such things as lifts, esca- 
lators and vacuum tubes which have now 
reached a fair degree of perfection. When 
we can travel into space in electronic 
marvels, why should probationers, 
porters and messengers still have to take 
everything by hand or trolley? 





Please, please, let’s have modern plan- 
ning to match our elevations! 
RICHARD L, STANILAND [DIP.ARCH, 
ARIBA], 
113 Mossley-avenue, 


Wallisdown, Poole, Dorset. 


Jane Wren at Oxford 
sirk,—The small excerpt from ‘A Hun- 
dred Years Ago’ published in your issue 
of April 14 caught my eye, particularly 
the reference about Jane Wren. 

I have studied Wren's works on the 
Oxford colleges, and there is nothing I 
know about Jane being skilled at archi- 
tecture. Wren was born in 1632 and died 
in 1723; Jane was born in 1677. Wren’s 
son laid the last stone on top of the lan- 
tern of St. Paul’s 13 years before Sir 
Christopher's death and Mr. Strong, the 
stonemason, afterwards had properly to 
level it. Neither child was interested in 
architecture. 

Sir Christopher, a self-made architect, 
must have been pleased with the uncle 
who afforded his nephew the oppor- 
tunity to become an architect in 1658 
when he asked him to plan his house, but 
anything planned by Jane is news to me. 

I can recall an argument I had in 
Oxford long before the last war arising 
from the proposition that Jane had some- 
thing to do with ‘Tom Gateway.’ once 
known as * Faire Gate.’ Christ Church. 
Oxford. which Wren completed in 1682 
when Jane was then only 5 years old, but 
I was not believed. Listening, with most 
of us, is waiting till the other person has 
finished. Who follows? 

W. MACDONALD, 

5 Hurst-road, Eastbourne, 

Sussex. 


* Guide to Incentives’ 


sir,—I was very interested in Mr. 
Albert Head's observations (* The Builder ’ 
f April 7) on the AUBTW's * Guide to 
Incentives.’ I consider the whole 
arrangement an evil thing. 
Before the last war. most 
igned by builders, especially 
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A Traffic Plan for Central London 


System of Tunnelways for Commuters’ Cars 


April 28 1961 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


A SHORT NOTICE which appeared in *‘ News 
of the Week’ (‘ The Builder,’ April 14) 
gave brief particulars of the plan put 
forward by Messrs. Covell, Matthews and 
Partners, the architects and planning con- 
sultants, of Sackville-street, W, as a 
comprehensive long-term answer to traffic 
congestion in centra! London. The plan 
is expressed in a well-produced booklet 
of 21 pages, which has been sent to Mr. 
Marples, the Minister of Transport, and 
it well repays study. The scheme is not 
put forward in any such form as to invite 
detailed commentary, but the lines of it 
are clear enough. The essence of the 
proposal is a system of tunnelways to 
remove commuter motor traffic from 
London’s streets. 

Stated baldly in that way the idea 
sounds ingenuous, and that indeed may 
be the principal line of criticism with 
which the authors will have to contend. 
Putting things underground is only too 
often and too artlessly suggested as a 
panacea for problems occurring on the 
surface. To propose miles of under- 
ground main roads at a time when gov- 
ernments have been boggling for years 
at the well-supported case for a Victoria 
Line tube, because it will not pay its way, 
may seem to be a hazardous undertaking. 
But Messrs. Covell & Matthews have 
taken pains to make their case carefully 
and the booklet succeeds in presenting a 
challenge to any reader who would dis- 
pute the necessity for considering this 
solution conscientiously. 

A preface points out that none of the 
trafic plans for London so far published 
provides an adequate, long-term solution 
to the ever-worsening daily congestion 
which, like a plague, lies over the central 
area; and shares the view of the British 
Road Federation that conditions are 
deteriorating so rapidly that a coherent 
and imaginative road programme for 
London must be undertaken swiftly. 

The authors’ assessment of the future 
volume of traffic that can be expected to 
come in and out of London each day is 
that it should not exceed 160,000 vehicles 
within the next 25 years. The problem 
as they see it is to cater for these 
journeys at economic speed without con- 
This necessitates a road system 
capable of carrying 70,000 to 80.000 
vehicles per hour, together with car 
parking for the whole of the 160.000. The 
plan is based on the principle of separat- 
ing this commuter system from local 
trafic by placing it underground. Tun- 
nelways would run between eight 
selected points on the motorway ring- 
road proposed by the British Road 
Federation, which has approximately a 
three-mile radius, and the primary 
system would be supplemented later by 
seven subsidiary tunnels and entry/exit 


gestion. 


cture we have is therefore one 
ll commuter traffic would des- 
the tunnels on arriving within 
three miles of Charing Cross and 


each vehicle would proceed to the under- 
ground car park nearest to its destina- 
tion, where it would be handled 
mechanically into a multi-storey stack of 
from two to six levels, while its former 
occupants proceeded to the surface by 
escalator. The routes of the tunnels 
would pass closely beneath major busi- 
ness areas, hotel areas and theatreland, 
and within 400 yards of all main line 
railway terminals, Victoria Coach 
Station, BOAC Coach Terminal and 
West London Air Terminal; and car 
parks would be disposed according to 
demand so that all vehicles could be 
parked close to the destinations of their 
occupants. 

Whilst avoiding a prohibition against 
motor vehicles entering central London, 
which the authors rightly eschew, the 
scheme nevertheless involves a_ prohibi- 
tion against commuters’ cars travelling 
anywhere within the ring road at surface 
level unless specially licensed. Licenses 
for this purpose are promised to residents 
within the ring if they possess private off- 
street parking facilities, and there would 
be five central area entry/exit points at 
Marble Arch, Hyde Park Corner, Charing 
Cross, Southampton-row, and Old-street. 


Method of Ventilation 


Little is said about the depth at which 
the tunnels would run, beyond calling 
attention to the desirability of going 
below the many existing underground 
services and of locating the tunnels in 
Londen blue clay. Many investigations 
would be necessary before deciding this. 
So the difficulties, for example, of rising 
to the central entry/exit points cannot be 
effectively weighed up. But the propo- 
sals are informative as to the possible 
cross-section of the tunnels, with two 
storeys of four-lane highway and accom- 
modation for ancillary services, in tubes 
of 52 ft. diameter. The consultant 
engineer’s report on the method of cross- 
ventilation throughout the whole system 
is reassuring. 

Finally. one comes to the question of 
cost, which the authors describe as 
undoubtedly staggering at a total in the 
region of £552m. But they instance many 
undoubted advantages to set against it, 
including an estimated gross revenue of 
£14.4m. per annum from car parking at 
6s. per day. Perhaps the greatest advan- 
tage is one which they mention only in 
the laconic words, ‘ Tunnelways will not 
have an adverse visual effect on many of 
London’s varied and historic characteris- 
tics.’ 

The virtue of Messrs. Covell, Matthews 
and Partners’ scheme is that it would 
enable London’s uniqueness to survive 
and to develop; and who can doubt that, 
as they say. its equal in cost will other- 
wise probably be spent or wasted during 
the next fifty years without producing 
anything more than a conglomeration of 
palliatives? 
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Birmingham Chamber of Commerce 


west side to Highfield-road 


THE NEW CHAMBER OF COMMERCE is 
situated in the commercial area of 
Edgbaston at the corner of Harborne- 
road and Highfield-road. The building 
has been designed as part of the master 
plan for the central business area of the 
Calthorpe Estate and is one of the first 
buildings to be completed in the gradual 
redevelopment of this area. 

The building takes the form of two 
blocks arranged in T-formation, which 
allows all parts to enjoy the maximum 
amount of daylight and fresh air. The 
smaller of the two blocks is devoted 
almost entirely to Chamber of Commerce 
accommodation and the larger part 
accomodates various government, profes- 
sional and commercial concerns. The 
two blocks are linked by a three-storey 
bridge which forms a covered entrance 
to both parts. The building is arranged 
on the site to give attractive surroundings 





JOHN H. MADIN, DIP ARCH (BIRM) ARIBA, architect 
W. V. ZINN, consulting engineers 

SILK & FRAZIER, quantity surveyors 

TERSONS LTD, general contractors 
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laid out with lawns and planted with 
trees and shrubs together with adequate 
car parks. The planting colours and 
forms have been designed to harmonise 
with and enhance the building and to 
provide interest all the year round. Only 
a quarter of the site is covered by build- 
ing and the surroundings will form part 
of the precinct planning in due course 
when adjoining sites are redeveloped. 

The smaller block is 4-storey in height, 
150 ft. long and 50 ft. wide, lit by large 
windows along both sides. Construction 
is r.c. framework with beamless floors. 

The ground floor is recessed, exposing 
the perimeter columns which are clad in 
Italian Serpentino green marble and 
standing on a plinth paved with green 
random marble slabs. The wall behind 
these columns has a large area of glass 
with panels of Portuguese blue crystal or 
Azul de Sintra grey marble. 

The concrete mullions on the upper 
floors are clad in cream travertine marble 
with Serpentino green marble inserts. 
Panels below each window are covered 
with white Swedish ceramic mosaics and 
the elevation is surrounded with a narrow 
frame of Italian cream travertine marble. 
The end wall is faced with Portland stone 
with black slate inserts and the two large 
windows are of a new design, enabling 
them to be completely reversed for clean- 
ing and glazed with plate glass. 

The focal point of the building is the 
drive-in covered entrance, 30 ft. wide by 
40 ft. long, formed by the 3-storey bridge 
between the two blocks. This enables 
members or visitors to alight from their 
cars under cover. On both sides of the 
porch are armour plate glass screens and 
doors leading into the two blocks. 

The Council Chamber has been so 
arranged that it can be divided up or 
used as a whole. It is a room 73 ft. long 
by 25 ft. wide, one long wall completely 
glazed and the opposite wall panelled with 
narrow boards of Honduras mahogany. 
The end walls are panelled with off-white 
pve fabric, divided up with stainless 
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Below, general view from Harborne-road. Right, 

junction of the two blocks. Below right, council 

chamber wing with bank premises at ground floor. 

Columns are faced with green marble and spandrel 
panels are of white mosaics 
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Birmingham Chamber of Commerce 


steel strips. At one end is a permanent 
dais veneered with rosewood to seat 
seven people and incorporating two desks 
for secretaries. The Council Chamber 
divided by two sets of double 
sliding folding screens, again veneered 
with rosewood. When not in use, these 
screens are completely hidden behind the 
wall panelling. The screens are made 
in pairs and are as heavy as possible to 
provide high sound reduction. The rose- 
wood table, designed by the architect, has 
been made in sections so that it can be 
formed into different shapes and sizes to 
suit various arrangements of the room. 

The larger of the two blocks is almost 
entirely occupied by various professional, 
government and commercial bodies. Ii 
has eight floors and a penthouse on the 
roof. The structure is of reinforced con- 
crete with three rows of columns and flat 
floor slabs. 

Externally the whole of the south-west 
and north-east walls are glazed, and 
divided vertically with slender pressed 
aluminium mullions at 4 ft. 7 in. centres. 
Where windows pass in front of the cill 
walls at each floor, the concrete is 
painted black so that these horizontal 
lines cannot be seen. A simple cream 
travertine marble band frames these 
facades. The south-east and north-west 
elevations are divided into three hori- 
zontal broad strips of glass, flanked 
on both sides by a large panel of Port- 
land stone, relieved by vertical grooves 
to accentuate the vertical shape. 

Heating is by an accelerated low pres- 
sure hot water system, with oil fired 
boilers using 35 seconds oil for cleanli- 
ness and saving in maintenance. The 
Commercial block and most of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce block are heated with 
continuous runs of convectors below the 
windows which have a neat metal cover 
hiding the heating elements and pipe 
runs. This system emits heat evenly 
along its whole length and in the Com- 
block particularly allows a 


can be 


mercial 


council chamber 


flexible arrangement of offices. The 
Council Chamber and President's suite 
have a plenum heating system. 

Both blocks have provision for sus- 
pending a maintenance cradle on all 
elevations. This consists of an alloy jib 
which travels on fixed tracks provided 
on the roof, and suspended from this is 
a fibreglass cradle to hold two men. 
Control is from within the cradle, which 
can be moved up and down and across 
the face of the building. 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Trial holes: Ground Explorations Ltd.; 
aggregate: Midland Gravel Co. Ltd.; rein- 
forcement: Rom River Co. Ltd.; tanking: 
Val de Travers Asphalte Ltd.; steelwork: 
Rubery Owen & Co. Ltd.; drainage & plumb- 
ing: David Wiseman & Sons Ltd.; scaffold- 
ing: Scaffolding (Gt. Britain) Ltd.; engineer- 
ing bricks: Aldridge Brick Co. Ltd., H. 
Smith (Westhaven) Ltd.; fixings to concrete: 
Abbey Building Supplies Co.; facing bricks: 
Blockleys Ltd.; Portland stone: South 
Western Stone Co. Ltd.; marble: W. H. 
Fraley & Sons Ltd.; windows & window wall- 
ing: Henry Hope & Sons Ltd.; plate glass 
doors & screens: James Gibbons Ltd.; mosaic 
panels: John Ellis & Co. Ltd.; glazing: Hill 
Bros. Glass Co. Ltd., Pearce & Cutler Ltd.; 
painting & decorating: J. Patrick & Co. Ltd.; 
heating & ventilating: J. S. Wright & Co. 
Ltd.; electrical: Parker Winder & Achurch 
Ltd.; terrazzo tiles & paving: Zacaroli Bros. 
Ltd.; wood block floors: Vigers Bros. Ltd.; 
thermoplastic floors: J. A. Hewetson & Co. 
Ltd.; plastering & screeds: Geo. Whitehouse 
(Newtown) Ltd.; lifts: Express Lift Co. Ltd.; 
refrigeration: J. & E. Hall Ltd.; architectural 
metalwork: Best & Lloyd Ltd., Birmingham 
Guild Ltd.; timber doors: Leaderflush 
(Doors) Ltd.; joinery: Saml. Elliott & Sons 
(Reading) Ltd., John Higgin (Furniture) Ltd.; 
suspended ceilings: Tentest Co. Ltd., T. 
McNulty & Co. Ltd.; glazed wall tiling: 
Bryon & Co. Ltd.; sanitary fittings: W. E. 
Farrer Ltd.; sanitary incinerators: The 
General Electric Co. Ltd.; clocks: Baume & 
Co. Ltd.; fire alarm system: Gent & Co. Ltd.; 
hose reels: Midland Fire Appliances Ltd.; 
light fittings: The General Electric Co. Ltd., 
Atlas Lighting Ltd.; venetian blinds: 
Venetian Vogue Ltd.; furnishings & fittings: 
Frederick Restall Ltd., Hille of London Ltd., 
Kean & Scott Ltd., Heal’s Contracts Ltd., 
Home Woodworkers Ltd.; boilers & radia- 
tors: Ideal Boilers & Radiators Ltd. 


800 


THE BUILDER April 28 1961 


























a 


i He i 


ie ne 


section through low block 


above and below, 
reception, information 
and library sections 








THE BUILDER April 28 1961 801 


News of the Week 


The New ARAs 


SiR WILLIAM HOLFORD, PRIBA, P-PTPI, and 
Mr. Frederick Gibberd, CBE, FRIBA, 
the architects, and Mr. Charles Mahony, 
the painter, have been elected associates 
of the Royal Academy. 


New Tax on Building? 

WHAT APPEARS to be a new tax on building 
is contained in Mr, Selwyn Lloyd’s 
budget.. It is hidden in his proposal— 
described as ‘ an incentive to economy in 
the use of manpower and to investment in 
ljabour-saving equipment ’—to collect a 
surcharge ‘should it be needed’ by re- 
quiring employers of labour to make an 
acdition of up to 4s. weekly for each 
employee who holds a National Insurance 
card. This amount would go direct to the 
Exchequer. 

Builders would suffer particularly from 
this proposal. The individual amount per 
min, roughly £10 annually, is not 
enough to turn the scale against employ- 
in’ a man (this is true, we should think, 
of other industries)}—and indeed the 
builder’s problem at present is to get 
enough labour of any calibre to carry out 
the programme. Taking those engaged in 
building and civil engineering, and adding 
those employed in  brickmaking and 
ce nent manufacture and ancillary trades, 
the total manpower in the industry can- 
not be far short of 2m. men. If Mr. 
Lloyd persists in his proposal, it seems as 
though something of the order of £20m. 


annually will be added to the cost of 
building—an addition which contributes 
precisely nothing to the efficiency of the 
industry. Mr. Lloyd should think again. 


Manchester City Architect 


MR. S. B. ROBERTS, ARIBA, aged 51, deputy 
city architect of Manchester for 14 years, 
was recommended on April 24 for the 
post of city architect to succeed Mr. 
Leonard C. Howitt, FRIBA, who is 
retiring. The appointment is subject to 
city council confirmation. 


Timber Works Fire 

FIRE DESTROYED a large part of the timber 
works of Magnet Joinery Ltd., West Thur- 
rock, near Grays, Essex, on April 25. 
The fire started in a 200 ft.-long storage 
shed packed tight with manufactured 
doors. 


Chartered Surveyors’ Annual Conference 


THE CHARTERED SURVEYORS’ annual con- 
ference will be held this year at the Uni- 
versity of Leicester, from July 4 to 8. 
The theme of the conference will be ‘ The 
Art of the Surveyor in Practice,’ and the 
principal speakers will be Lord James of 
Rusholme, High Master of Manchester 
Grammar School; Sir William Hart 
CMG, Clerk of the London County 
Council; and Professor Philip White, 
MSc, FRICS, of the University of 
British Columbia. 


Flying Visits to Holland and America 


A PARTY of 67 chartered surveyors, all 
members of the Sussex Branch of The 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 


paid a one-day visit to Rotterdam on 
April 25. On arrival they were met by 
Mr. P. Dyjkman, the town planning in- 
formation officer, who acted as their 
guide. In the morning, Dr. Zetermeyer and 
other town planning officials gave a lec- 
ture and showed plans and models of the 
new city. In the afternoon, the party 
split into two groups: one concentrating 
on the central area, and the other on the 
residential estates. Great interest was 
shown in the new pedestrian precinct, the 
Lijbaan, which is considered to be per- 
haps the finest example of traffic-free 
shopping in Europe. 
* + + 

A PARTY Of 19 British town planners left 
London Airport on April 25 fot a 17-day 
study tour of American east coast cities 
arranged by the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association and the United States 
Government. 


Architects’ Visit to Scandinavia 


THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON STRUCTURAL 
CONCRETE has arranged a visit for archi- 
tects and engineers to see city redevelop- 
ment and structural concrete work in 
Scandinavia between May 6 and 14. The 
party will visit Copenhagen, Stockholm 
and Oslo. In Copenhagen they will see 
the recently completed SAS building 
designed by Arne Jacobsen and the new 
Building Centre as well as new housing 
developments and office blocks. The re- 
development of the central area of Stock- 
holm will be one of the outstanding visits 
for the party in Sweden. In addition, they 
will see Vallingby, one of the new towns 
adjacent to Stockholm, and the newer 
Farsta which is still not complete. In 
Oslo the party will inspect a number of 
new buildings, including the American 
Embassy. A special visit will be made 
to buildings where ‘ Naturbetong’ has 
been employed. Further information can 
be obtained from the secretary of the 
Joint Committee on Structural Concrete, 


Terminal House, 
London, SWI. 


Grosvenor-gardens, 


Another High Hotel for London 


A THREE HUNDRED FEET HIGH hotel is 
included in a building scheme for a site 
near Portman-square, W, which has been 
given conditional outline permission by 
the London County Council. The hotel 
would be of about 30 storeys and would 
include a banqueting hall, ballroom and 
restaurant. The scheme also includes a 
separate block of flats on the same site. 

The application was made by Mr. 
Michael Rosenauer, FRIBA, who 
designed the Carlton Tower and West- 
bury Hotels, and the intended site is an 
island bounded by George-street, Glou- 
cester-place, Upper Berkeley-street and 
Montagu-street. 


Weston-super-Mare Redevelopment 


INCLUDED AS PART of a comprehensive 
development scheme prepared for the 
town centre of Weston-super-Mare by 
Messrs. Chamberlin, Powell and Bon, is 
a 22-storey circular hotel overlooking the 
sea. The development scheme has been 
prepared for the Borough Council as a 
guide for future private developers. The 
site is one of seven acres in the Oxford- 
street/Carlton-street area which contains 
the town hall and Emmanuel Church and 
faces the sea on its western boundary. 
Part of the site is to be used by the 
Council and the remainder is to be offered 
for private development. At the east end, 
new council offices and a central library 
are planned to form a civic group with the 
town hall. On the western end, there will 
be 12-storey blocks of flats and the hotel 
planned round the perimeter of a central 
building designed in layers to fulfil a 
number of functions. Below ground floor 
level there will be a park for about 400 
cars and at ground floor level the design 
provides for 22 shops, a bowling hall and 
a café, all linked by covered arcades. A 
garden terrace on the first floor will con- 
tain a conference hall, a cinema and a 
restaurant, 


A model of the mixed development scheme on a site at 26/34 Addison-road, 
Kensington, part of the Ilchester Holland Park Estate, that was the subject of a 
planning appeal by Wates Ltd., heard in London on April 19 and 20. The scheme, 
which was prepared by Mr. K. W. Bland, ARIBA, chief architect of Wates Ltd., 
comprises an Il1-storey block of flats, an underground garage and 17 3-storey 


houses with built-in garages and private gardens. 


The principal objection by the 


LCC is that the 11l-storey block would be out of scale and character with sur- 


rounding properties. 


The scheme is acceptable to Kensington RBC. The Minister's 


decision will be made known in due course 





Presentation of Technical Information 


A MAJOR EVENT on the subject of technical 
literature for the building industry is to 
be held at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects on July 20. The purpose of 
this ‘ Information Day ’ is to put forward, 
in a practical way, facts and ideas which 
will help to secure higher standards in 
the content and presentation of technical 
catalogues and leaflets, to the benefit of 
both the producers and users of the 
information. There will be an exhibition 
and symposium, The exhibition will 
include winning and other entries from 
architects and assistants in the current 
Barbour Index competition. The sym- 
posium will take place in the afternoon, 
and will include architects and manufac- 
turers as well as speakers with practical 
experience and understanding of the 
problems. Ample time will be reserved 
for discussion. The event is being organ- 
ised by Barbour Index Ltd. 


TCPA Talk 


MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT Official, Mr. C. D. 
Buchanan, is to deliver, at the invitation 
of the Town and Country Planning Asso- 
ciation, a talk entitled ‘Movement in 
Urban Areas’ on Monday, May 1 at the 
Planning Centre, 28 King-street, WC2. 
Commencing at 6.30 p.m. prompt, Mr. 
Buchanan’s talk will deal with the com- 
position of a town in terms of its struc- 
ture; the kinds and means of movement 
and the inter-action of transport and 
building developments; and decentralisa- 
tion and nucleation within towns. Ques- 
tions and discussion will follow the 
meeting. Admission is free for Planning 
Forum members; ls. for non-members. 


Floodlighting of London Buildings 


THE FLOODLIGHTING of London buildings 
by the Ministry of Works will start on 
May 1 and finish on October 29. The 
lights will be on from dusk until mid- 
night and during most of the period 
current will be supplied free by the 
London Electricity Board. The following 
buildings are included in the programme: 
Nelson’s Column and Trafalgar-square, in- 
cluding the fountains; the National 
Gallery; Admiralty Arch; Admiralty Old 
Building; Horse Guards; the Houses of 
Parliament (the Clock Tower and terrace 
only, and the latter only during the 
Parliamentary recess); the Tate Gallery; 
Somerset House; the Tower of London; 
Carlton House Terrace; and the War 
Office. 


Preservation of Leighton House 


KENSINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL has invited 
the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government to place Leighton House on 
the statutory list of buildings of special 
architectural or historic merit, it was 
stated on April 21 during the public in- 
quiry (now closed) into a proposed LCC 
preservation order. 

He said that under the conditions of a 
covenant and lease covering the house— 
which was described at the inquiry as 
being a remarkable monument to the Vic- 
torian age—it could not be used for other 
purposes than those it was being used for. 
It remained for the Minister to decide 
whether the preservation order was neces- 


sary or whether Kensington Council could 
be trusted to carry out its duties and 
responsibilities. 


Appointments and Retirements 


ON THE RETIREMENT of Mr. S. L. G. 
Beaufoy, CBE, FRIBA, PPTPI, from his 
post as chief housing and planning in- 
spector, Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, on July 28, Mr. L. P. Elli- 
cott, CBE, ARIBA, MTPI, chief planner, 
will be appointed to succeed him. 

THE Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research and the Fire Offices’ Committee 
have approved the appointment of Pro- 
fessor F. H. Garner, OBE, as chairman of 
the Fire Research Board for the next five 
years. He succeeds Professor A. R. J. P. 
Ubbelohde. Professor Garner, Emeritus 
Professor of Chemical Engineering at 
Birmingham University, is a past presi- 
dent of the Institute of Petroleum. He 
has recently completed a term of office as 
chairman of the Water Pollution Research 
Board. 

MR. P. GREAVES, deputy to the borough 
surveyor and planning officer at Doncas- 
ter (West Riding), has been promoted 
with the designation of borough engineer 
and planning officer to succeed Mr. 
Martin Cawley, borough surveyor and 
planning officer, who retired from these 
posts on April 1, Mr. Cawley continues as 
water engineer and manager to Doncaster 
Corporation and also water engineer and 
manager to the Don Valley water board 
until the two are amalgamated. 

MR. A. ANDERSON, borough engineer and 
surveyor and water engineer at Rich- 
mond, Yorkshire, has been appointed 
engineer and surveyor to Barnard Castle 
rural district council, succeeding to the 
merger of two appointments. They are 
those of Mr. J. Lawton, engineer, who 
retires at the end of April, and Mr. F. 


Coming 


FRIDAY, APRIL 28 

ART WORKERS GUILD.—American night: 
‘Early Non-Conformist Architecture on 
Both Sides of the Atlantic,’ by Bro. H. Lid- 
better. 6 Queen-sqg., WCl. 7 p.m. 

BUILDING SURVEYORS INSTITUTE.—Dinner 
and dance. Waldorf Hotel, WC2. 7.30 p.m. 

sPaB.—One-day housing conference. Par- 
liament Room, Church House, Gloucester. 


MONDAY, MAY 1 

ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN.—36th 
annual conference. London. 2 p.m. (until 
May 2). 

rics.—Meeting: ‘ Valuers, Quantity Sur- 
veyors and Architects—Combined Operations 
or Eternal Triangle?’ 12 Gt. George-st., 
SWI. 5.45 p.m. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
(PLANNING FORUM).— Movement in Urban 
Areas,’ by Mr. C. D. Buchanan. 28 King-st., 
WC2. 6.30 p.m. 

spaAB.—Annual course: ‘The Repair of 
Ancient Buildings.” 55 Gt. Ormond-st., WCl 
(until May 6). 

TUESDAY, MAY 2 

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS.— 
Professional luncheon: ‘ The Racing Driver,’ 
by Mr. Stirling Moss. Waldorf Hotel, WC2. 

p.m, 

_ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS.—Exhibition of win- 
ning and commended designs submitted in 
the 1960 Industrial Art Bursaries Competi- 
tion. Opening by Sir John Summerson. John 
Adam-st., WC2. 3 p.m. Open to public on 
May 3 from 10 to 5.30 p.m. Sats.: 10 to 
12.30 p.m. (until May 19). 
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Blenkinsopp, architect, who retires at the 
end of October. 

MR. H. C. SIMMONDS, ARIBA, Of Manchester 
City Architect’s Department, has been 
appointed Deputy Architect to Maccles- 
field Corporation. 

MR. A, L. HOBSON, BSC, AMICE, AMTPI, at 
present borough engineer and surveyor 
and planning officer at Oldham, has been 
appointed Hull City engineer and sur- 
veyor in succession to Mr. William 
Morris, who is retiring.on May 8. 

MR. JOHN DOUGLAS MITCHELL, of Ipswich, 
has been appointed Borough Surveyor of 
Chipping Norton Borough Council. He is 
35. 


Professional 


Announcement 


MESSRS. VICTOR J. C. WARLING, ARICS, 
GERALD J. SHAW, ARICS, and DONALD G. BLYTH, 
ARICS, AIQS (chartered quantity surveyors), 
announce that they have opened new offices 
at 4a Commercial-sg., Haywards Heath, 
Sussex, and would be pleased to receive 
trade literature. 


A Hundred Years Ago 
From The Builder of April 27, 1861 


DWELLINGS FOR THE WORKING CLASSES.— 
Mr. Slaney has moved for leave in the 
Commons to bring in a Bill to facilitate 
the grant or sale of small portions of 
entailed lands near great towns as sites 
for dwellings for the working classes, 
and for other purposes of a like beneficial 
or charitable nature. The Bill, he said, 
would be one to enable the trustees of 
entailed properties near large towns to 
sell plots of land for dwellings for the 
working classes, provided that such sales 
should be approved of by the Inclosure 
Commissioners, or by two magistrates. 
It was merely a permissive Bill. Leave 
Was given. 


Events 


rRiBA.—Library Group Meeting: ‘The 
Buildings of England Series,’ by Prof, N. 
Pevsner. 66 Portland-pl., Wl. 6 p.m. 


CONTRACTORS MECHANICAL PLANT ENGINEERS 
(MANCHESTER & DISTRICT BRANCH).—Meeting. 
Woodcourt Hotel, Brooklands-rd., Sale, Ches. 
7.30 p.m. 

RIBA.—Spring meeting of Golfing Society. 
— Golf Course, Old Park-rd., Windmill 

ill. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 3 
RAILWAY MODERNISATION CONFERENCE. 
Opening by Sir Herbert Manzoni. Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers, Gt. George-st., SW1. 
2.30 p.m. (until May 4). 


THURSDAY, MAY 4 
JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON TRAINING IN 
THE BUILDING INDUSTRY (JUNIOR LIAISON COM- 
MITTEE).— Building—at the Zoo,’ by Sir 
Hugh Casson and Mr. Peter Shepheard. 
Zoological Gardens, Regent’s Park. 6.15 p.m. 


FRIDAY, MAY 5 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING  SOCIETY.— 
Annual summer meeting. Dinner (Friday, 
7 p.m.); Introduction to ‘ The New IES Code 
and its Implications,’ by W. Robinson (Satur- 
day, 9.30 a.m.) and ‘ Lighting Practice and 
the New Codes in USA,’ by C. L. Crouch 
(Saturday, 11.30 a.m.), The Hydro, Peebles, 
Scotland. 


VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM.—Centenary 
exhibition of Kuniyoshi (1861-1961). London, 
SW7 (until July 31). 
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More Everyday Things 


BY ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 


39. Straw Thatching 


I SUPPOSE every architect has harboured 
somewhere in his soul a sneaking desire 
to build a thatched cottage. I certainly 
have. It must be the earliest form of 
covering known to the building trade. It 
has perfect insulation against both heat 
and cold: it is pliable in construction, 
lending itself to be twisted and modelled 
round hips and over dormers. When it is 
newly laid it has the beauty of a corn- 
field, but this soon weathers down and 
blends into the landscape until it looks 
like nature’s own offspring in the rural 
scene. 

The nearest I ever got to satisfying my 
desire to build in thatch was before the 
war when I was the proud possessor of 
a thatched cottage. The day came when 
the roof had over-run its span of life and 
had to be re-done. I knew nothing about 
the art and had to learn the hard way. I 
was directed to a family of thatchers in 
a neighbouring village, so I set out to 
discover the head of the family. I wish 
I had the skill to describe the family 
scene. They were like no family I had 
met before in the building trade. Thatch- 
ing is a craft handed down from father to 
son and there is a family hallmark on all 
their work. 

I had to cajole my own particular 
thatcher into doing the work for me and 
we eventually arranged that he would 
come along and take a look at the roof. 
No quantity surveyor required for this 


job: he would want so many loads of 
straw. What sort of straw? Well, wheat 
straw, long, with the heads only cut off. 
Oat straw would be no good; wouldn’t 
last. Could I have a price for the job 
complete? Very tricky this, and anyway 
it wouldn’t include the straw. 





 _—_ 


oe 











I went down each week-end, eager to 
see the work in progress. The first week- 
end I found the house hidden from view 
by mounds of straw sitting on my front 
lawn—an occupation from which it never 
really recovered. After that I found about 
two days’ work went on each week, and 


Edinburgh Architectural Association 
A Lively 1961 Year Book 


THE YEAR BOOK of the Edinburgh Archi- 
tectural Association for 1961 (No. 5), 
just issued, maintains the high level of 
usefulness and interest established by the 
earlier numbers. The President, Mr. 
George H. Lawrence, TD, ARIBA, 
FRIAS, AMTPI, contributes an_ intro- 
duction, and there are messages from 
Sir William Holford, PRIBA, and Mr. 
James A. H. Mottram, PRIAS, with a 
portrait in each case. Sir William, in 
the course of his message, writes: ‘ Edin- 
burgh is a city which, for me as for so 
many who are interested in the archi- 
tecture of towns, embodies much of what 
one understands by urban character. I 
think your Association has a crucial role 
to play at this particular period in help- 
ing to safeguard these values and in con- 
tributing to them in contemporary form.’ 


New School 


Following the President’s and _ the 
Committee Reports comes an article by 
Mr. Ralph Cowan on The New Building 
for the School of Architecture, Edin- 
burgh College of Art, accompanied by 
a plan and elevations and a photograph 
of a model of the design, which is still 
on the drawing board. ‘The first deci- 


sion about the new school,’ writes Mr. 
Cowan, ‘and one which was quite unani- 
mous, was that it should form an exten- 
sion of the College buildings rather than 
exist as a separate entity. This is not a 
matter of administrative convenience but 
the result of a deep conviction that it is 
in the best interests of all concerned that 
the students and the staffs of the five 
separate Schools should mix both socially 
and in the course of formal instruction.’ 
Mr. Cowan gives an interesting account of 
the comprehensive accommodation pro- 
vided by the new building. 


New Churches 


Mr. Colin McWilliam contributes a 
well-written article on ‘Eleven New 
Churches in Edinburgh,’ which is accom- 
panied by photographic illustrations as 
well as some vigorous little pen-and-ink 
sketches—the churches being Colinton 
Mains, Drylan, Longstone, Pilton, Sight- 
hill, Pinkie Braes, Niddrie Road, David- 
son’s Mains, Clermiston, Easthouses and 
St. John’s Oxgangs. All were finished in 
the last seven years, and one can agree 
with the writer that it would be difficult 
to find a much more interesting group of 
new buildings in Britain—all of com- 
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I had to resort to visiting him at week- 
ends to subsidise the cause and spur him 
on. He was a good thatcher and a 
likeable sort of rogue. I never did really 
know what the work cost, and I 
eventually had to get the cresting finished 
off by a young man with less skill as a 
thatcher but a sounder head for business. 

The thatching itself looked simple. 
Skilfully pointed twigs are driven into 
little bundles of straw, the thatcher’s 
hand being protected by a half-glove of 
leather. He then laces the bundles with 
withes and trims the straw evenly with 
his razor-sharp knife, and finally combs 
down the straw straight and smooth with 
a thatcher’s wooden rake. The eaves are 
trimmed to a neat straight line with his 
knife. Thatched roofs were ornamented 
by cresting on the ridge with an extra 
thickness of straw, the willow twigs or 
withes interlaced to form a diaper pattern 
of skilful design. The corners of hips 
and eaves were often ornamented in the 
same way, all of which gave added 
strength and durability to the roof. 

A new roof is formed on laths ljin. by 
zin. thick, nailed at 8in. centres, with a 
thickness of straw of 12in. to 16in. On 
old roofs, much of the existing thatch 
can remain and a new layer can be 
applied. In some districts it is neces- 
sary to protect the roof with chicken 
wire which spoils the appearance, but is 
a protection from the birds. I do not 
know if there was ever a specification for 
thatching, but I feel sure that no real 
thatcher would pay any attention to it 
if there were, for family tradition is the 
only specification he follows. Equally 
certain is it that in the days of thatching 
there was no ‘ measuring on completion.’ 


parable type and within quite 
distance of each other.’ 

The Year Book concludes with a list 
of the names and addresses of architec- 
tural firms practising within the Chapter 
Area, official departments and _ local 
authority offices, and chartered surveyors 
in practice in and around the Chapter 
Area. 

The Editor, Mr R. Scott Morton, 
ARIBA, FRIAS, AMTPI, and the Assis- 
tant Editor, Mr J. D. Dunbar-Nasmith, 
BA, ARIBA, ARIAS, are to be congratu- 
lated on the production of a most useful 
and interesting Year Book. It is issued 
from the Association’s headquarters, 
45 York-place, Edinburgh. 


easy 


Golf 


RIBA Golfing Society 


FOLLOWING are RIBA. Golfing Society 
fixtures: 
May 2 Spring meeting. Enfield GC. 
May 31 v. Building Alliance GS. 
Park. 
June 21 v. LMBA GS. Wentworth. 
July 8-9 Weekend meeting. Deal. 
July 18 v. RICS GS. Worplesdon. 
Oct. 26 Autumn meeting. St. George’s Hill. 
The secretary is S. H. Statham, FRIBA, 
Devonshire Close, 39 Devonshire-street, 
W1, who will be glad to hear from golfing 
members of the RIBA who may wish to 
join the Society. 


Moor 





Research and the RICS 


The Institution's Role 


A REPORT on the role of the Royal Insti- 
tution of Chartered Surveyors in the field 
of research has been prepared by a work- 
ing party under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Henry Wells, and presented to the Coun- 
cil, which adopted it in its entirety. The 
report has now been remitted to the 
Internal Services Committee for imple- 
mentation; this committee has now 
started a detailed study of the recom- 
mendations, one of which is the establish- 
ment of a panel to assist in the planning 
and execution of research into problems 
of redevelopment. The full recommen- 
dations of the working party are as 
follows: 


AS REGARDS the “functions of the 
Institution in relation to research in 
general, we recommend: 


(a) that the Institution should foster 
research into all matters of interest to 
the profession; and, where necessary, 
take steps to initiate research on specific 
subjects; 


(b) that the Institution should under- 
take research, to the extent that its 
resources will allow, into those matters 
which are appropriate for research by the 
Institution itself; such research to be 


Paying for Planning 
Permission 


Question of Charge to be Considered 


DEMANDS that legislation should be intro- 
duced requiring applicants for planning 
permission to pay a fee to the local autho- 
rity are to be considered by the County 
Councils Association, writes a correspon- 
dent. 


Berkshire county planning committee 
has told the association that at present 
the cost of running the planning depart- 
ment amounts to about £45,000 a year. 


Much of this is attributable to dealing 
with development applications—currently 
running at about 7,000 a year—and sub- 
sequent planning appeals. In addition, 
the costs of county district councils have 
to be taken into account. 


Reporting to council, the committee 
says that although planning control is 
exercised in the public interest the grant 
of planning permission is, however, of 
such value to an applicant that there is a 
case for imposing a fee. 


This fee, it suggests, should recognise 
the fact that development control is not 
only in the public interest but also con- 
fers private benefits. 


‘The committee has not examined the 
matter in detail, or considered whether 
the fee should be based on the number 
of applications, upon the area of proposed 
development, or upon some other basis,’ a 
spokesman stated. 


It should be noted that the Association 
of Municipal Corporations’ planning com- 
mittee at a recent meeting turned the idea 
down. 


undertaken by ad hoc bodies such as the 
Cost Research Panel, or study groups, or 
in other ways; 


(c) that the Institution should facilitate 
research by other bodies or individuals 
by— 


(i) offering general advice about sub- 
jects within the surveyor’s field which 
require research; 


(ii) appointing advisory panels to 
help research workers to plan and 
execute particular projects; 


(iii) encouraging members of the 
Institution to make available informa- 
tion which is required by research 
workers; 


(d) that the Institution should arrange 
for the publication of the results of 
research by— 


(i) itself publishing the results of 
research undertaken by the Institu- 
tion; 

(ii) assisting where necessary and 
appropriate, in securing publication of 
the results of other research; and 


(e) that the Institution should provide 
a forum for the critical examination and 


Modernisation of the 
Railways 


Forthcoming London Conference 


THE FIRST comprehensive account of the 
engineering work involved in the plan 
for the modernisation of British Railways 
will be presented at the Railway Modern- 
isation Conference at the Institution of 
Civi] Engineers in London on May 3-4. 


The conference, to which many over- 
seas railway representatives will be com- 
ing, has been arranged jointly by the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, the Insti- 
tution of Mechanical Engineers and the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers. 


Mr. R. C. Bond (Technical Adviser, 
BTC), who presents the introductory 
paper among five for discussion, will tell 
those present that ‘ notwithstanding the 
growth of road transport, railways have a 
vital part to play and will remain an essen- 
tial element of national transport 
resources for so long as can be foreseen.’ 


He surveys in broad outline the engin- 
eering activities upon which the whole 
modernisation plan depends. The four 
other authors—Mr. M. G. R. Smith (Chief 
Civil Engineer, Western Region), Mr. J. F. 
Harrison (Chief Mechanical Engineer, 
BTC), Mr. S. B. Warder (Chief Electrical 
Engineer, BTC), and Mr. J. F. H. Tyler 
(Chief Signal and Telecommunications 
Engineer, Southern Region)—will con- 
centrate in greater detail upon their 
principal fields of railway engineering. 


In connection with the conference, the 
British Transport - Commission are 
arranging an exhibition to be held at the 
Institution of Civil Engineers. 
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discussion of the results of research. 

As regards future administrative res- 
ponsibility for research within the Insti- 
tution, we recommend :— 


(a) that the responsibility of the Inter- 
nal Services Committee for co-ordinating 
research be deemed to have vested in 
that Committee the work previously 
assigned to the Special (Standing Com- 
mittees) Committee, as stated in para- 
graph 1 of this Report; 


(b) that the Technical Information and 
Research Executive Panel of the Internal 
Services Committee consider, in further 
detail, how best to implement the recom- 
mendations we have made in paragraph 
29 above; and 


(c) that it be understood that recom- 
mendations (a) and (b) above do not alter 
the existing terms of reference of the 
Cost Research Panel. 


As regards the proposed research by 
the Department of Estate Management 
of Cambridge University, we recommend 
that the Council authorise the Internal 
Services Committee to make the arrange- 
ments proposed in detail in this Report. 

The full report is contained in the 
April issue of the ‘ Chartered Surveyor.’ 


Guild of Surveyors 
Sir Albert Richardson Presides 
at AGM 


CONTINUING HIS CHAMPIONSHIP of tradi- 
tional architecture, SIR ALBERT RICHARD- 
SON, PPRA, was in excellent form when 
he delivered an attack against modern 
architecture to members of the Guild of 
Surveyors, at its annual meeting in Lon- 
don on April 21. Speaking in his 
capacity as President of the Guild, Sir 
Albert chose ‘value of co-operation’ as 
the theme for his address. Architects 
needed assistance in every possible way, 
and engineers and surveyors were just the 
people to give good advice, he said. He 
criticised ‘unsightly slab buildings’ 
dotted about the country which, said Sir 
Albert, were such a distasteful feature of 
architecture today. He described archi- 
tectural critics as ‘ bats, owls and fleas.’ 

Presentation of certificates to Messrs. 
Thos. V. Hutchins and Harold J. Harlow 
on their election as first life vice-president 
and first life fellow of the Guild, respec- 
tively, was made by the President, who 
spoke highly of their service to the Guild. 

MR. GORDON TOMALIN, vice-president, 
said that entrance qualifications to the 
Guild were regarded by some as being 
unduly tough, but, said Mr. Tomalin, it 
was essential that a high standard be 
maintained. It was quality not quantity 
that the Guild were seeking. 

He revealed that a committee is now in 
the process of completing examinations 
which would match any other body in 
the country. Plans were also being made 
for the early introduction of a scale of 
fees and the publication of a Year Book. 


Open Days at the NPL 


OPEN DAYS will be held at the National 
Physical Laboratory, Teddington, Middle- 
sex, on May 10 and 11. Details may be 
obtained from the Director. 
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The Institute of Builders 
Mr. J. Gowing Middleton as President 


AT THE seventy-seventh annual general 
meeting of the Institute of Builders, held 
in the Recital Room, Royal Festival Hall, 
on Wednesday April 19, Mr. J. Gowing 
Middleton, FIOB (Great Yarmouth) was 
alected to the Presidency for the year 
1961/62. Other officers were elected as 
ollows: Vice-Presidents:—Harvey G. 
Frost, OBE, FIOB (Bury St. Edmunds); 
D. C. C. Roberts, MA, FIOB (London); 
>. M. Shepherd, FIOB (York); and Gerald 
4. Hill, OBE, FIOB (London). Honorary 
freasurer: H. S. Oddie, FIOB (Preston). 

Before giving his address the new Presi- 
lent presented to Mr. Geoffrey Swayne, 
BE, a past president’s badge. 


The Inaugural Address 


In the course of his inaugural address 
Mir. Middleton said: 

Few will deny the rising influence and 
restige of the Institute. The annual 
eport, and the fact that we have met here 
oday is part proof at least of this. I 
vould be the last to claim having played 

major part in what I feel can be fairly 
escribed as the Renaissance of the Insti- 
ute. That is an honour reserved for my 
mmediate predecessors, those stalwarts 
ho made such wise and far seeing 

decisions. It is, however, a privilege given 

» very few to have worked as a vice- 
resident with such men. I can only 
hank them for their example and promise 
t least to try to reach the same high 
standards they set. Anything less would 

amount to a betrayal of trust. 

Times and dates are very important fac- 
tors in the running of our industry. They 
are very important also in the running of 
our Institute, and at this point I want to 
emphasise a vital date connected with the 
new membership structure — May 20, 
1961—just one month and one day from 
now. This is the last day for receiving 
applications from older general foremen 
who wish to join the Institute in the class 
of ‘ Registered Foreman’ upon practice 
qualifications. For the younger general 
foremen who will apply for entry on the 
basis of external examination qualifica- 
tions the date is of little import, but for 
the older men, those over 45, who have 
served our industry in what is to my way 
of thinking a vital capacity, for the best 
part of their working lifetime, it would 
be little short of a tragedy if, because this 
date was insufficiently known, they were 
denied the right to make the necessary 
application. 


‘Winds of Change’ 


The expression ‘winds of change’ is 
one we have heard a good deal of lately, 
and I feel that it is one which can be 
fairly applied to the Institute. For 
example, this year we shall be running for 
the first time in our history our new 
examinations. Their preparation has 
meant a tremendous amount of work for 
'l concerned, and I am sure we all hope 
hese examinations will prove to be the 
success we have tried so hard to make 
them. 


Branch membership, so long talked of 
has at last become a reality. You have 
already heard of the successful launching 
of the Midlands Branch, and we are 
delighted at its progress. On May 8 I 


Mr. J. Gowing Middleton 


shall preside in Manchester at the forma- 
tion of a Branch covering Lancashire, 
Cheshire and the Isle of Man. Mr. T. V. 
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Prosser, FIOB, has been nominated for 
election as the first Branch Chairman. 
Professor Denis Harper, Mr. R. E. Costain 
and Mr. R. M. Willan, have also been 
nominated respectively as vice-chairman, 
honorary treasurer and honorary secre- 
tary. During the coming autumn the 
Institute expects to take steps towards 
the formation of a branch in Yorkshire. 

At the present time there exists a 
tremendous fund of goodwill towards the 
Institute, both in Scotland and Ireland. 
This goodwill must be fostered and en- 
couraged by the’ establishment of 
branches; indeed we have promised to do 
so, and I hope that we can do something 
positive towards implementing this 
promise during my term as president. The 
prestige of the Institute has been further 
strengthened by the development of the 
Institute’s Discussion Club and _ its 
Centres; we envisage steady expansion 
over the coming years by the formation 
of further Centres until the demand is 
fully met. 

All those who are interested in the 
improvement of our industry welcome the 
improved relations between the NFBTE 
and its regional federations and the 
Institute, which during the last few years 
has been of real benefit to us. I welcome 
this happy spirit of mutual friendship and 
will do all within my power to further it. 
And we want to see the Institute’s quali- 
fications more generally recognised as the 
hallmark of integrity and technical ability 
and we must also remember and work 
steadily for our ultimate aim of a Royal 
Charter. 


MEMBERSHIP 

The annual report shows that total 

membership at March 1 was 5,843—an 
increase over the year of 357. 


The City Churches 


Progress of Rebuilding Schemes 


THE APPROACHING COMPLETION of the 
church reconstruction scheme in the City 
of London was announced by the Arch- 
deacon of London (VEN. 0. H. GIBBS-SMITH) 
on April 21, on the occasion of his 
Easter visitation of the City Churches. 

The Archdeacon said: -‘ Three years 
ago at my visitation I was able to report 
that twenty-eight Parish and Guild 
Churches were by then restored and in 
use, and that represented the accomplish- 
ment of about three-quarters of the re- 
building and repair programme for City 
Churches as the result of the reorganisa- 
tion scheme which became effective in 
1954. 

‘Today I can tell you that building 
operations are actually in progress on all 
the remainder of the Churches which are 
due for restoration, and those are St. 
Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe, St. James, 
Garlickhythe, St. Mary-le-Bow, St. Vedast, 
Foster Lane, St. Andrew, Holborn, St. 
Katherine Cree, St. Nicholas Cole Abbey 
and All Hallows, London Wall. All these 
churches now under repair or reconstruc- 
tion are due to be finished this year with 
the exception of two (St. Mary-le-Bow 
and All Hallows, London Wall). 


‘By next year we hope to see the com- 
pletion of the reconstruction scheme for 
the Church in the City with its new com- 
plement of twenty-three Parish Churches 
and fourteen Guild Churches all in com- 
mission. In addition, the Chapel of Ease 
of St. Anne and St. Agnes, Gresham 
Street, is being restored for the use of 
the Latvian and Lithuanian congregations 
now in London and having no place of 
worship of their own.’ 


Obituary 


Joseph Fogden, Dipl.Arch (Leeds), 
ARIBA 


THE DEATH has occurred:-at the age of 56 
of Mr. Joseph Fogden, Dewsbury Borough 
Architect and Building Surveyor. He was 
educated at the Leeds Central High 
School and Leeds School of Architecture 
and was an Associate of the RIBA and 
an associate member of the Town Plan- 
ning Institute. After starting his career 
as a junior assistant in a private firm of 
architects in Leeds he later served with 
Walsall and Oldham Corporations before 
being appointed Borough Architect of 
Dewsbury in January 1952. 





The Eastern Counties Look at Joint Education 


(continued from page 790) 


The architects have decided to insist 
on two advanced level passes in the 
school leaving certificate. 

The quantity surveyors are still re- 
viewing this matter, but it seems 
likely that they may decide to settle 
for something which may sound lower, 
but which they think is more likely 
to assure the right blend of intellec- 
tual ability and common sense, with- 
out giving undue emphasis to the 
former at the expense of the latter. 
The hurdles envisaged at present are 
five ‘O’ levels at one sitting; or 
various combinations of lesser num- 
bers of subjects at ‘A’ and ‘O’ levels 
taken at two or more sittings. 

The building industry have settled 
for something which may sound less 
than the quantity surveyors—possibly 
for the same reasons. 

Presumably all three agree that the 
preparation for, and passing examina- 
tions is a test of willingness to work: 
that these give some indication of both 
common sense and intellectual ability (to 
an extent on which all three differ): that 
humour and sociability are qualities 
which cannot be tested by examination; 
and that scholastic qualifications have 
a snob value for recruitment purposes. 

Now on to the minimum technical re- 
quirements of the quantity surveyor. I 
think it must be recognised that the quali- 
fying examinations for any profession 
must be considered a minimum and that 
provision must be made for the attain- 
ment of higher standards by part of the 
new intake and also by some of those 
who have qualified to this minimum level. 
At the same time I feel it can only lead 
to frustration if all technical education is 
geared to these higher standards which 
can only, in the nature of things, be 
reached by a relatively small proportion 
xf recruits and practitioners. 

The minimum qualification 
standards at present envisaged for 
quantity surveyor members of the RICS 
are given in the final report of the Institu- 
tion’s review of educational policy com- 
mittee. It seems to me that there is some 
scope here for joint training, particularly 
n the field of building construction, build- 
ng science, engineering services, and law. 
I am not sure, however, that this would 
necessarily lead to greater efficiency in 
the building industry. 

Where I improvement would 
lt is in the practical side of training 
the early years. by seconding trainee 

to a builder for a period. This 
did myself. and what I have 
t j son. It is in my view 
finest way of learning building con- 
: and of the builder’s problems. 

ure to suggest that at this later 


surveyors 


own 


For the ordinary run of recruit I do not 

there to be gained by 
quantity surveyors 
spending time in each others’ offices. For 
the junior architect is not usually suited 
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detail required in the QS office, nor is the 
junior surveyor a great hand at drawing. 

As to post qualification joint training 
for the ordinary recruit, as I see it, the 
*‘O’ level recruit—if I may so term the 
ordinary run of intake—has probably 
needed to bend all his energies to the goal 
of qualifying in his own field and has no 
spare time to give to what he will consider 
to be side issues. Those who have quali- 
fied and who then have the desire to reach 
higher levels are, however, ripe for joint 
training and for the wider horizons this 
opens up. I think it is essential that these 
shall be made available in future. But 
special care will be required to devise 
courses which incorporate points of prac- 
tice appropriate to all sections of the 
industry—perhaps by way of case studies 
examined by discussion groups, on the 
same sort of lines as those on which some 
of Mr. Reid’s advanced courses, and those 
at Sundridge Park, have been organised. 


More Informal Meetings 


Apart from the formal courses, how- 
ever, I should like to see many more 
informal gatherings of members to discuss 
topics of current interest. As you 
probably know, the Junior Quantity Sur- 
veyor members of the RICS have under 
their wing quite a large number of discus- 
sion groups which do this: in the last few 
years some of these have had joint 
arrangements for interchange of personnel 
with similar group of members of the 
Institute of Builders. I should like to see 
this arrangement expanded to include 
architects and engineers and I should like 
to see the building universities and col- 
leges give it encouragement by offering 
special facilities for meetings and in other 
ways. I should also like to see arrange- 
ments put in train whereby those who 
have come into our profession via the 
*O’ level intake and have later proved, 
by their subsequent ability in the hard 
school of practice, that they are going to 
reach high levels, are enabled to have the 
benefits of joint university and college of 
advanced technology training. 

Turning from the ‘O’ level intake to 
higher level qualifications, I think, with 
one proviso, that the question of joint 
education at this level is quite different. 
This proviso is, however, important. It 
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is that methods, which are going to be 
proved right by results, be found of select- 
ing at the recruitment stage those who 
will later fill the upper levels of practice. 
Perhaps the necessary number of ‘A’ 
level certificates is the right passport— 
perhaps it is not. It is obviously the one 
which is going to be tried. As far as 
surveyors are concerned, I think it needs 
to be coupled with some form of test 
which covers my earlier requirement of 
the ability to apply theoretical knowledge 
to practical use. 

Once you are satisfied that you have 
garnered these top level recruits—and as 
I said earlier I think special provision wil 
have to. be made to work in ‘late 
developers’ from the ordinary run o:* 
qualified men—then I am all for th 
greatest practicable measure of joint train 
ing. University degree holders hav: 
always been given some measure o 
exemption from the RICS examination 
and this policy will clearly be enlargec 
somewhat in its scope in the future. 

To summarise my views on join 
education: 


1. For the ordinary intake I have ar 
open mind: But I think there could be 
a danger of joint education in the school: 
taking a student surveyor’s eye off th« 
main aim of learning his own job 
thoroughly, if too much joint education is 
indulged in. 


2. I should, however, like to see the 
student surveyor have some measure of 
practical training with a builder, and a 
builder have some measure of similar 
training with a surveyor. 


3. At the post-qualification stage | 
should like to see much more joint edu- 
cation, both formal and informal, than 
exists at present. I should like to see 
the universities and technical colleges 
become one of the focal points for this. 
Practising architects, quantity surveyors, 
engineers and builders and those who 
teach in the Universities and colleges 
should all be encouraged to participate. 


4. At the University and College of 
Advanced Technology Level I should like 
to see the greatest practicable measure of 
joint education; and all possible encour- 
agement given to leading practitioners in 
the industry and related professions to 
take part in instructing in these courses 
of those who are rising from the ordinary 
intake stratum to the higher levels of 
practice. 


Mr. D. A. G. Reid’s Paper 


IN LOOKING towards an association of the 
education of architects, builders and 
quantity surveyors (not to mention struc- 
tural engineers) it is probably unwise to 
dissociate the college studies from the 
practical training to which they are com- 
plementary in the training process as a 
whole. The differences between the 
various professions in respect of their 
training practices have provided consider- 
able obstacles to the integration of courses 
of study and even now it seems likely 
that some measure of agreement on prac- 
tical training policy must be achieved 
before patterns of college studies are 


likely ta be substantially influenced. |! 
propose, therefore to devote much of my 
time to considerations of practical train- 
ing, taking a broad interpretation of the 
word ‘education’ in the subject title of 
today’s course. 

Let us first consider what has been the 
training practice of the building industr: 
and the associated professions. Arch 
tects have advocated the provision of 
training in schools of architecture wher 
architectural pupils have taken full-tim 
courses extending over five years. Th 
work of the schools has been a very clos 
integration of what, in other field 
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would have been regarded as a course of 
study and practical training. Compara- 
tively recently, and as a result of experi- 
ence in operating these long full-time 
courses, the young architect has been re- 
quired to gain experience of actual prac- 
tice in the office of an architect before 
being recognised as qualified. Engineers 
have favoured separate provision of a 
course of study in an educational institu- 
tion and practical training in industry or 
professional practice. 

The leading members of the profession 
have increasingly come from those whose 
course of study has been pursued in a 
University, but, wherever it has been 
pursued, a full-time course has generally 
extended over three years and been 
followed by two years’ practical training. 
Other patterns of study have included 
four-year sandwich courses (usually 
followed by one further year of practical 
training) and five- or six-year part-time 
courses. Training policy at a profes- 
sional level for the building industry has 
generally followed the pattern of engi- 
neering. In quantity surveying, the 
emphasis has been on practical training 
with the pupils preparing for examinations 
as best they could. It is clear that RICS 
training policy is undergoing a funda- 
mental change but it is not yet clear what 
pattern will emerge. Certainly more 
formal provisions for courses of study will 
be advocated. 


So diverse attitudes to the provision of 
courses of study prompt an examination 
of policies in respect of practical training. 
In architecture, basic practical training is 
carefully designed. Programmes of work 
are prepared, progressing in complexity 
and difficulty as training proceeds, each 
exercise specially selected to provide 
experience of certain aspects of an archi- 
tect’s work. The schemes are not ‘ real’ 
in the sense that an actual building will, 
in due course, be produced, and this lack 
of reality has had certain unfortunate 
consequences and has necessitated some 
supplementation of training to which 
reference has already been made. This 
fact should not, however, blind us to the 
very real merits of the training system. 

For the other professions, engineers, 
quantity surveyors and builders, practical 
training has generally consisted in work- 
ing under the direction of qualified and 
experienced practitioners on the work in 
hand in the office or contracting organisa- 
tion providing the training, that is on 
what may loosely be termed ‘ production’ 
work. When practical training has 
followed a course of full-time study (or 
been associated with a sandwich course) 
i.e. where something rather special has 
been expected of the trainee, there has 
usually been some conscious selection of 
the work on. which he has been employed 
but, even at its best, this must be regarded 
as a time-consuming practice and one that 
has done little to extend the minds of the 
more able trainees at a time in their lives 
when their capacities to learn have been 
almost at their highest. 

Recently there have been experiments 
in the engineering industries in the design 
of practical training at technologist level 
separately from production work. In this 
may be seen the influence of the National 


Council for Technological Awards who, 
from the inception of Diploma in Tech- 
nology courses, have insisted that the 
same care and thought should be given 
to the provision of practical training as 
are given to the design of the courses of 
study pursued during college periods. 

As technologies become more highly 
developed the rate of development 
accelerates and the need is recognised to 
take full advantage of the capabilities 
of the most able practitioners to further 
this development. Normal production 
work can be performed by normally com- 
petent technically trained men—tech- 
nicians. It is by no means certain that 
technicians’ work provides really suitable 
training for technologists. Certainly to 
use it for this purpose is to blurr the dis- 
tinction between the two types of worker 
with the result that the most able men 
tend to continue to be employed on work 
which could be done competently by their 
less gifted colleagues. Technical and in- 
dustrial development is thereby retarded. 
Building is not a technically advanced 
industry; it has few practitioners who 
could be ranked as technologists and for 
this situation, the training practices of 
the past and to a considerable extent, of 
the present, must take the blame. 


Designed Practical Training 


I believe that an element of ‘ designed ’ 
practical training could make an im- 
mensely important contribution to the 
practical training of the graduate type of 
trainee. We have the example of the 
architects as a warning of the dangers of 
turning over entirely to this practice but 
there is a middle way by which the trainee 
might have the advantage of special train- 
ing and still have time to gain the experi- 
ence of reality and of working alongside 
his fellows. In the field of building, ‘ de- 
signed’ practical training would provide 
interesting and valuable opportunities for 
the joint training of those aiming at full 
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professional qualifications. This associa- 
tion is not so easy if run-of-the-mill pro- 
duction work is used for training pur- 
poses, though a close examination of the 
work performed by the building industry 
and the associated professions might use- 
fully be undertaken to see whether 
trainees in one stream could usefully 
spend parts of their training periods in a 
different environment. If, for example, 
there were groups of architects, builders, 
engineers and quantity surveyors all fol- 
lowing sandwich courses, would some 
interchange of occupations be practicable 
during the industrial periods of the 
courses? What use would a trainee 
builder be in an architect’s organisation? 
or a trainee architect to a quantity sur- 
veyor? 

At technician level, wider possibilities 
of joint service appear immediately prac- 
ticable. Drawing, the detailed stages of 
design, routine calculations, description 
and specifications of work, measurement 
—all these are techniques of wide cur- 
rency. There is already considerable in- 
terchange of staff and this would become 
more extensive were it not for the very 
distant hope of professional qualifications 
entertained by large numbers of the young 
men in professional offices. At this level, 
too, courses of study at about National 
Certificate standard could have a large 
common element. 


It will not be long before the trainee 
seeking a full professional qualification 
will follow a full-time or sandwich course. 
The technician may follow a part-time 
course from which a bridge may be pro- 
vided, at an appropriate point, to the 
professional course. Training policy and 
practice will dictate this pattern and it 
will be through training policy and prac- 
tice that the path to a wider adoption of 
joint education will be found. 


MR. R. J. ALLEN, vice-chairman of the 
Board, presided. 


Morning Discussion 


OPENING the discussion, MR. J. E. L. CALD- 
WELL (A) said that the purpose of education 
must be remembered: it was to train the 
mind. He would support the point made by 
Mr. W. James that opportunities must be 
taken for interchange by the student from 
one profession to another. The architec- 
tural student should start with structure and 
materials as was done in the Cambridge Uni- 
versity School, and then get down to the 
question of design. We should keep in 
mind that it was the building owner we had 
to please. 


MR. JAMES (a Cambridge builder) asked 
that architects should design buildings 
according to their own individual ideas. He 
disagreed with his namesake, Mr. W. James, 
that the quantity surveyor should prepare 
the specification; that should be the archi- 
tect’s task. He complained of the standard 
of architect’s drawings which came to the 
builder, scribbled all over with instructions, 
some of which cancelled each other out; 
this defect was something which was true 
of drawings coming from the biggest offices. 


MR. CYRIL WADLEY (B) thought most useful 
the suggestion made by Mr. James that young 
quantity surveyors should spend a year on 
the site, but looked at in the context of full- 
time education at a University or in a tech- 
nical school this, he felt, was not so easy. 
* The aim of joint education is to understand 
each other,’ said Mr. Wadley. * There is no 
difficulty on the site, but joint education in 


building economics and allied subjects could 
be most useful.’ 


MR. N. C. DOWNIE (A) said that one of the 
most telling things said by Mr. James was 
that the young quantity surveyor would not 
find time in his curriculum to do things not 
directly concerned with his profession. But 
it would be a splendid thing if he could get 
some instruction in what the other profes- 
sions were doing. Otherwise, he thought, 
joint education was best achieved by joint 
experience. 


MR. WATSON (A) said that since the build- 
ing Owner was the person we should most 
keep in mind, the building team should 
work more closely with each other. He 
did not think it was possible to achieve this 
in a school. *The lack of emphasis in 
architectural training in practical things 
stems largely from the fact that so few in- 
structors have themselves any practical ex- 
perience,’ he said. ‘Joint education is best 
done at post-graduate level when people 
come together with some experience of what 
the other partners in building are doing.’ 


A QUANTITY SURVEYOR member thought 
that much inefficiency came from the fact 
that firms took on more work than they 
could cope with. 


MR. G. STEELE (A) said that people tended 
to forget that the end in view was an 
economic building. He had trained both in 
a school and in an office, and had profited 
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from both methods, but he did feel that 
he could have done with more practical 
experience in the early stages of his train- 
ing, especially in what the other branches 
were doing and of the problems they had 
to face. He, too, felt that there was much 
to be said for post-graduate training, but 
at all costs each partner should keep his 
mind away from trying to know the details 
of the other man’s job. 

MR. DOWNIE asked that the conference 
should not forget that young people now 
being trained would be carrying out build- 
ings in the year 2000. He felt that all people 
engaged in the building process should 
spend some part of their training together 
if efficiency was to result. 


MR. HARVEY FROST (B) said that most people 
present might think that some kind of joint 
training could be of use. Much could be 
done by joint discussion groups of young 


architects, quantity surveyors and builders 
such as Mr. David Waterhouse had got to- 
gether in London. ‘I hope this practice may 
spread,’ he said. 

MR. C. W. CUBITT (B) said that the industry 
was at present in danger of being crushed 
between the upper millstone, as represented 
by the package-dealer, and the lower, the 
threat of nationalisation. The building owner 
was not getting a fair deal. We should get 
together as an industry and students should 
start their training in the same stream, so as 
to allow them to switch after they had begun 
training to whichever profession they were 
best suited. 


MR. K. NORMAN (QS) asked whether the 
Eastern Federation could organise some kind 
of post-graduate course, perhaps residential, 
in which a complete project could be run 
through. 

The conference adjourned for lunch. 


Mr. lan M. Leslie’s Paper 


BEFORE GETTING DOWN to detail on the 
question of joint education, we might ask 
ourselves the question: Joint education 
for what? 

No one who looks at the industry to- 
day without blinkers can help but see 
that the whole building industry is 
moving towards a state of greater inte- 
gration. We have on the one hand archi- 
tects who are finding that the processes 
which must be overcome before a design 
can be made and a building contract to 
be let, are getting so complicated that 
they are not equipped for the job, and 
by being equipped I mean that they do 
not carry within their offices resources in 
professional man-power to cope with the 
technical problems which so many 
current structures create. 

Almost equally unhappy is the build- 
ing contractor, who finds his blood 
pressure steadily mounting as frustra- 
tions increase frustrations which 
include inequalities in annual volume of 
work, the undertakings of contracts 
which may not suit their individual set- 
ups and in which their particular 
methods or structural systems cannot be 
utilised—all this in addition to the peren- 
nial parlour-game of being expected to 
quote firm-prices on incomplete schemes. 

Hardly more satisfied is the structural 
engineer on whom responsibility largely 
lies for finding the structural system best 
suited to the job without knowing 
whether the builder finally selected is 
experienced in the work; while milling 
about in the middle is the quantity sur- 
veyor, trying his hardest to keep some 
sort of control over costs, and often to 
keep the peace while seeing that the 
client is getting a good, maintenance-free 
job for his money. 

Is it surprising that the building job 
in excess, say, of £100,000 is getting too 
big and too complicated to be efficiently 
tackled in what it is now fashionable to 
call ‘series’ fashion, or that some of 
the brighter, better-equipped and more 
far-seeing firms of builders have 
developed the * package-deal’ system? In 
passing, I would express as a personal 
opinion that this form of deal is a 
symptom of a malady rather than a cure. 
The malady will only be cured, however, 
as the professional sides of the industry 
reorganise to meet the challenge of a 


system which, with its grave faults 
(especially in the lack of legal cover 
afforded to the client) has the merit of 
offering an article at a given time and at 
a calculable price. The system is a straw 
in the wind that shows that the public— 
especially that section which is interested 
in building for investment—is ready to 
grasp at anything that promises a fixed 
price and a firm date. Its lesson is that 
there must be. greater. collaboration 
between the various partners in the 
industry—collaboration, I would say, on 
terms. 


How are we going to achieve that 
understanding—how are we going to 
make architect, engineer, quantity sur- 
veyor and builder realise that they are 
not individual entities but part of the 
same team, and that weaknesses in any 
one part must be reflected in the final 
result? This task breaks itself down into 
two distinct parts—one, what may be 
called post-graduate education; two, and 
as a long-term policy by far the more 
important, the education of the student 
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architect, engineer, quantity surveyor and 
builder’s executive in the true meaning 
of building. 

What I have called post-graduate edu- 
cation is a long, long slog whether one 
uses such means as the written word in 
technical literature and in the Press, 
papers on the subject, visual aids such as 
exhibitions or, most useful of all as I 
think, the form of joint conference such 
as we are engaged in today. Simpler, and 
in the end more satisfactory is the process 
of education of the student in building 
the while he is undergoing his profes- 
sional training. That education should 
be bent to one end—the understanding 
of the relationship between the particular 
skill and the whole process of building. 

Curiously enough, I think there is a 
better appreciation of this need among 
students than among the general run of 
the heads of schools—particularly archi- 
tectural schools. There is quite a move- 
ment in this direction by senior students 
and young qualified men, as can be seen 
in such organisations as the RICS junior 
committee, the Institute of Builders’ Dis- 
cussion Clubs and so on. But joint edu- 
cation, parallel education, call it what 
you will, has so far foundered on the 
unwillingness of most of the heads of the 
architectural schools to make experiment 
possible. They plead the over-full sylla- 
bus, and indeed the syllabus gets more 
and more complicated and lengthy. I 
would say that room could and should be 
found for more sessions on building eco- 
nomics, building management and build- 
ing structure—at the expense I would say 
of the very large number of hours at pre- 
sent devoted to theory of design. 

You may think from this that I think 
that design does not matter. On the 
contrary. I think it is the most impor- 
tant thing in an architect’s life—for with- 
out a feeling for this he cannot be an 
architect. But I do believe with all my 
heart that design cannot be taught but 


A MODEL of the new £lim. School of Chemistry for Bristol University, to be built 
on the south side of the Schools of Engineering and Medicine. The demolition of 
existing buildings on the site has already been carried out, and a £130,000 contract 
has been placed with Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (Great Britain) Ltd. for con- 
structing roads and preparing the steeply sloping site for building work to start 


this summer. 
will be for the Teaching Laboratories. 
Lecture Theatres will follow. 


The first building contract is expected to be placed in June, and 
Contracts for Research Laboratories and 
The architects and engineering consultants are 


Courtaulds Technical Services Ltd. (chief architect, Mr. W. F. Johnson, FRIBA) 
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can only come through a knowledge of 
materials and of structure plus an innate 
sense of form. Should not more time be 
devoted in full-time architectural educa- 
tion to structure, materials and manage- 
ment? Should not less time be given to 
talking about the theory of design, the 
student being encouraged to develop his 
understanding by personal reading, travel 
and sketching and by evening work at a 
design atelier—such as used to be run 
with such success by the Architectural 
Association in its old headquarters in 
Tufton-street? 

If I have dwelt on this seemingly 
extraneous side of architectural education. 
it is because no plans for joint parallel 
education of members of the building team 
can reach any satisfactory conclusion with- 
out the full support of at least some of the 
architectural schools. The architect is 
traditionally, prescriptively and logically 
the leader of the building team: any other 
leader must start with the crippling dis- 
advantage of not being the originator of 
the scheme which all are uniting to build. 
The result could be disastrous for the art 
of architecture about which we all care, 
or should care. 


Bringing in the Architect 


Yet it is the architect, and I say this 
advisedly, who most stands in need of 
education and of knowledge of how to 
organise a building project. As such, he 
must be brought into any plan to improve 
the overall understanding of how good 
and economical building can be done. 

I am one of those many people who 
want to see an experiment conducted in 
joint training of architects, engineers, 
quantity surveyors and young building 
managers. I do not, certainly at this stage, 
want to see the whole of education in 
design and costing and erection fall into 
one pattern. Things are moving towards 
such an experiment, but oh, so slowly. 
And whether the first try-out—the Col- 
lege of Advanced Building Technology 
which the LCC is basing on the Regent- 
street Poly, in new buildings in Maryle- 
bone—meets the need I do not know. 

There are, of course, practical difficul- 
ties in the way of establishing joint train- 
ing—among them differences in the quali- 
fications in terms of GCE passes required, 
length of present courses and so on. 
Nevertheless there would seem to be 
nothing insuperable in creating a frame- 
work within which such parallel training 
could be carried on. 

The architectural student, in full-time 
training, at present spends five years in a 
school, a period marked at the end of the 
third year by his Intermediate examina- 
tion. The quantity surveyor, by reason 
of the time in the year when examinations 
are held, spends 24 years in full-time 
school training before going on to prac- 
tical work; those who are taking a Dip. 
Tech. at, say Manchester University, 
indergo a 3-year course. Is there there- 
fore any valid reason why an Advanced 
College of Technology should not 
organise its course on a three-year basis, 
granting at the end of a successful com- 
pletion by the student a Dip. Tech. in 
Architecture, in Quantity Surveying or 
in Building? Nor would it be difficult to 


bring in the Structural Engineer. What 
happens at the end of three years can be 
allowed to take its course—either con- 
tinued study (as at the Cambridge Uni- 
versity School of Architecture in the case 
of the architect) or a switch to full-time 
practical experience, as demanded in all 
three disciplines, or a mixture of these 
two. 

I should personally like to see all such 
Colleges—and I think there should be 
more than one—linked with a University 
or University College, for we are talking 
not about technical education but about 
education for techniques on a wider base. 
Techniques by themselves are not enough. 
Perhaps this University association will 
come in the case of the LCC experiment. 
I should hope it would come in all cases. 
But I would say this: That the respec- 
tive professional institutions‘ must give 
recognition at the start of these Colleges’ 
life. Without that recognit‘on, the work 
can hardly succeed. 


Why should we go to the trouble of up- 
setting existing educational arrangements? 
Why diverge from present custom of train- 
ing for individual professions or skills? 
Simply, I would say, because the profes- 
sions and skills simply cannot continue 
in their individualistic ways; the building 
game has got too big for them, too com- 
plex, too difficult. I am not suggesting 
for one moment that the _ individual 
disciplines should be merged into one 
amorphous, all-comprehensive course. But 
you may think that where students of 


809 


whatever discipline are brought together 
on a common—or should I say Common- 
room?—basis, nothing but good can 
come. The thing that stands principally 
in the way of the negotiated contract (and 
so defeats the aim to make use of the 
contractor’s specialised knowledge) is the 
traditional mistrust of the builder by the 
professional man. I have said so before, 
and say again now, that the professional 
man has no monopoly of honesty and 
straight-dealing, but to that I would add 
that the situation is unlikely to change 
very much until architect and builder 
know better what each is driving at, what 
kind of a man each is dealing with, and 
until all are speaking a common language 
—of purpose as well as of techniques. 


Where else than by studying and learn- 
ing side by side in conditions comparable 
to those provided by a University can this 
knowledge be gained? And so I would 
like to see this Conference re-affirm its 
belief in parallel education for the build- 
ing partners, and to see the JCC stimulate 
its National Advisory Committee to press 
the need for further experiment. When 
those who design, cost and construct 
buildings better understand the purpose 
of unity of intention and the value of full 
collaboration, we shall not only get better 
architecture and more economic building 
—we shall have restored a sense of pur- 
pose and of fun to this the greatest of the 
applied arts. 

The chair was taken by Mr. Philip 
Pank, FRICS. 


Afternoon Discussion 


IN THE DISCUSSION following Mr. Leslie’s 
paper, MR. HAROLD CONOLLY (A) said that if 
anything were to be done for joint educa- 
tion, some resolution must go to head- 
quarters. But the content of such education 
must be very carefully looked at. ‘If the 
meaning is that young architects are going 
to be trained as half-builders and young 
builders as half an architect, then I want 
none of it,’ declared Mr. Conolly; ‘ we have 
enough half-baked architects and underdone 
builders already.’ But there was a time at 
the start of technical training and education 
when students could learn the ABC of the 
job together; and a time came later on when 
they could supplement that learning as young 
executives. 


MR. W. A. SHIRBON (A) was disappointed that 
no one so far had seen building education 
against the whole background of general 
education. ‘In keeping in mind the question 
of educating students together,’ he said, ‘ we 
should remember the advantages of learning 
in a university environment.’ He would 
endorse Mr. Cubitt’s idea of a three-year 
general building course from which students 
could channel off into a profession of their 
choice. 


MR. CALDWELL (A) made three points. 
First, he said, the client thought he did 
know something about architecture; second, 
most of the troubles arose from the fact 
that so often when the client saw the result 
of what he had asked for he didn’t like it, 
and that led to variation orders; and third, 
he (the speaker) did not agree with the 
point that distrust between architect and 
builder still continued on any great scale; 
‘the attitude of mind that the architect acts 
as a policeman is changing,’ he said. 


MR. F. H. TOWLE (Education Officer LMBA) 
said it should be kept well in mind that 
education had three things to fulfil. He 
would call them X, Y and Z. X was the 
efficiency of the end-product; Y the content 


of the educational course; and Z the form 
taken by the test at the end. Had we, he 
asked, fully identified X ? Mr. Towle also 
pointed to the difficulties of a free, selective 
educational system such as now operated 
which drew off the brighter lads and tended 
to leave out of the picture the boy at the 
bottom who did not distinguish himself in 
the 1l-plus exam. Something must be done 
for that kind of boy. 

MR. G. F. H. WAGHORN (QS) emphasised that 
it should be remembered that the originator 
of the building scheme and the natural 
leader was the architect, and that his educa- 
tion was the most important thing. Some- 
thing had been said about the time-factor in 
building. Was it so important, and did 
builders build so much faster today than 
they did, say, between the wars? Mr. Ray- 
mond Mais had recently quoted figures which 
indicated this was not so. And was there 
still distrust between architects and builders? 
If so, joint education was the obvious way 
to overcome this. 

One particular point that should come into 
post-graduate training, said Mr. Waghorn, 
was concerned with post-contract procedure. 
This important question could not be taught 
in the schools; it could only come after 
experience on the site. Maintenance-free 
building had been mentioned by Mr. Leslie; 
this was a key thing in building, and was a 
factor that ought to be stressed by every 
architect in discussion with the building 
owner. 


MRS. DOWNIE (A) said that Mr. James, the 
builder, had made the point that so many 
modern buildings looked the same. The dis- 
cussion, she thought, had been mostly con- 
cerned with efficiency and speed in building, 
but little had been said about design, and 
architecture had been subordinated to effi- 
ciency. If the architectural student didn’t 
learn about the principles of design at 
school, he would not get the chance to do 
so later on. 
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Speakers’ Responses 


Replying to the discussion, PROFESSOR 
HARPER expressed the hope that the struc- 
tural engineer might be brought on to the 
Joint Consultative Committees. On the 
general question of joint education, by con- 
ducting experiments we should find out a 
lot more about structure. There was a differ- 
ence between education and training, but in 
neither field should we permit building edu- 
cation to be part-time; some degree of full- 
time study was essential. If our trainees 
were going to be any good, the industry must 
be prepared to pay for this education. 

With regard to the position of the archi- 
tect in the building team, he felt that he must 
establish ascendancy in the early part of the 
job, but it was by no means certain that he 
should continue in that place throughout the 
contract. As to the question of ‘A’ levels, 
a 3-A student would not look at a profession 
that took a lower standard of entry, but if 
the building industry asked for him, it 
would get him. If we aimed high enough, 
in fact, we would get an integrated educa- 
tion. 

MR. W. JAMES felt that while Professor 
Harper's view that all should go full-time to 
a University was good, he thought it was 
looking twenty years ahead. But there must 
be a willingness to experiment with new 
ideas. In the discussion a distinction had 
been drawn between efficiency and architec- 
ture as though each were mutually exclusive; 
in his view efficiency in building included 
efficiency in architecture. 

MR. REID was interested, he said, in the 
suggestion for a full-scale case study; there 


was no doubt that the technical colleges 
could lay on something. Speaking of the 
need for experiment in building education, 
he said that he would like to design an 
architectural course that would satisfy the 
National Council for Technological Awards, 
with a Dip.Tech. at the end of it. Recog- 
nition, of course, would have to be given. 
He wondered if some greater authority could 
be given to make such an experiment; many 
kinds of architect were needed in the build- 
ing world today. 


After the speakers had been warmly 
thanked on the proposition of MR. Cc. E. 
WADLEY, MR. S. E. BRAGG, FRIBA, AIHSG., chair- 
man of the Joint Consultative Board, 
moved the following resolution which was 
accepted : — 


‘This Conference, having considered the 
present system of training architects, quan- 
tity surveyors and builders, is convinced of 
the desirability of some measure of joint 
education as a means to a better and more 
efficient building industry. Believing that 
some knowledge and appreciation of the 
techniques and problems of the other mem- 
bers of the building team will lead to an 
increase in all-round efficiency, the Confer- 
ence urges the NJCC to consider as a matter 
of urgency at what stage of training and to 
what extent joint education can be intro- 
duced, if necessary initially on an experi- 
mental basis.’ 


Mr. Bragg undertook to raise at the next 
meeting of the NJCC the suggestion made 
from the body of the hall that structural 
engineers be invited to sit on the NJCC. 


The Week in Parliament 


From Our Own Correspondent 


Green Belts and Soaring 
Land Values 


IT WAS NOT THE BUSINESS of the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government to 
obtain the prices of land for which plan- 
ning permission was given. That was not 
a planning consideration, commented sIR 
KEITH JOSEPH, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry, when replying to an adjourn- 
ment debate on April 14 about a 
departure from the green belt near Leek. 

Nor, Sir Keith told Mr. Harold Davies, 
was it the Minister’s business to know 
what companies or what builders were 
active in a particular area; nor was it the 
Minister's business to watch whether any 
of these builders or companies were re- 
presented on any particular county 
council. If Mr. Davies came across any 
evidence of dishcnesty or of failure by 
local authority members to declare their 
interest in a matter which the local 
authority was considering, the evidence 
should be sent to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. 

He wished to reassert once again what 
the Minister had already said, that green 
belts would be held. Nothing said in the 
debate had given any evidence against 
this. Mr. Davies had produced one 
example of 27 acres in a 100,000 acre 
green belt—27 acres which in the 
Minister's view should never have been 
included in the sketch green belt at all. 

MR. DAVIES began by attacking soaring 
land values and remarked that the small 
house purchaser was being bled by high 
interest rates and high land values and 
no one seemed to be doing anything about 
it. People in Staffordshire were worried 


about what seemed to be taking place. 
People had come to him with grouses and 
grumbles but without at times, he would 
agree, sufficient facts regarding what they 
considered to be undue speculation in 
land values. More than ever care should 
be taken in local areas to see that green 
belts and exceptions within green belts 
were carefully watched, and that the 
public could be sure that there were no 
sharp practices in the exceptions which 
were made. Twenty-seven acres were 
taken out of agriculture in the green belt 
area at Blythe Bridge. Planning permis- 
sion was refused three times but 
eventually the land was released. Did the 
Minister and his officials know of this? 
Were they consulted? 


Supply and Demand 


SIR KEITH said that land values were 
not soaring everywhere. There were 
parts where they had barely kept pace 
with the falling value of the pound and 
with the change in earnings and wages. 
On the other hand, there were large parts 
of the country where land prices were 
soaring. This was because by planning 
and by the facts of nature, there was only 
limited land available and by planning 
they had restricted the land that should 
be available for development far below 
even that amount. The limited amount 
of land which was available for develop- 
ment was bid for by a rising number of 
ever-more-prosperous claimants for that 
land. Naturally, therefore, there had 
been substantial rises in the price of land. 

Just as strong as there were pressure 
groups for the release of land, there were 
pressure groups against its release. It 
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was because of the conflicting claims on 
land and the need to reconcile them in 
the national and local interest, that the 
planning procedure existed. The green 
belt areas received the maximum protec- 
tion that the planning process could give 
them. There were far too few facts to sup- 
port what Mr. Davies had been trying to 
indicate. Compared to the bulk of the 
green belt, corrections to sketch green 
belt boundaries were absolutely trivial in 
terms of acreage. 


The only example of a substar ‘al 
departure from the Development Plan 
that had been approved by the Minister 
in the green belt was the 27 acres at 
Blythe Bridge. The Minister approved 
this departure after carefully considering 
it on the ground that there was nothing 
against the development coming up to 
the by-pass which would provide a boun- 
dary for the green belt. 


Extension of M1 from 
Crick to Doncaster 


IN URGING the extension of M1 from Crick 
to Doncaster, MR. JOHN FARR estimated on 
April 17 that it was costing the nation 
at least £3m. for every year that its start 
was delayed. ‘It is a thousand pities that 
the work was stopped at Crick when it 
was,’ he commented. If the reason for 
the delay was shortage of money, the 
Chancellor should be asked to allocate 
the £25m. he would get from higher road 
licences. If shortage of materials and 
machinery was holding up construction 
the Minister should hire them from 
abroad on Government account and get 
on with the job. 

Mr. Farr suggested that motorway car- 
riageways need not always run parallel. 
Generally it was economic to do so but 
it had disadvantages. In extending Ml 
the Minister should make use of alterna- 
tive roads, widening them to provide for 
the north or south bound lane and then 
allow the other lane to take an alterna- 
tive course, perhaps diverging by as much 
as a mile. This would tend to relieve 
monotony, avoid dazzle for night driving 
and head-on collisions when, for reasons 
like a burst tyre, vehicles swung across 
to the other carriageway. 

MR. JOHN HAY, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Transport, said they had no 
doubt that motorways were an excellent 
investment for the nation. The Crick to 
Doncaster section could not be included 
in the five main road projects but there 
was no doubt that funds should become 
available to enable a start to be made on 
it within the next five to six years. 

In outlining the statutory processes 
which were followed Mr. Hay said they 
could not have gone faster than they had. 
The Northamptonshire draft order would 
be published in the coming week and the 
Leicestershire draft order in mid-May. 
The proposals for the remaining counties 
were promised by the _ consulting 
engineers very shortly. 

They had considered the possibility of 
telescoping some of the processes because 
they were anxious to see whether there 
was some way in which they could 
expedite procedure. But he was afraid 
they literally could not. Fresh legislation 
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would be required but if they tried to do 
so they would lose more time than they 
would gain. 


The Budget Debate 


THE FOUR-DAY BUDGET DEBATE in the Com- 
mons was mainly directed to the sur- 
tax changes, the rise in profits tax, and 
the two proposed regulators which the 
Chancellor will have at his disposal if 
Parliament approves them in the Finance 
Bill. 

The Opposition’s attack was launched 

MR. HAROLD WILSON, who dismissed 
he Budget as irrelevant to the needs of 
e country. But he caused some sur- 
ise on the Government benches when 
failed to go into detail about a pro- 
sal he has expounded in the ‘New 
atesman’ for a four-year plan for 
‘itain which would involve controls, in- 
uding building controls. MR. REGINALD 
\UDLING, the President of the Board of 
‘ade, was quick to snap up this omis- 
yn and he asked Mr. Wilson: ‘ Has the 
ibour Party abandoned controls? Has 
given up import controls and building 
trols?’ Building controls, said Mr. 
iaudling, were irrelevant and offered no 
tribution to the solution of the prob- 
ms of the economy at present. 

He said that the payroll tax would 
duce employers to use their labour, 
illed and unskilled, more efficiently and 
ve them ‘more horsepower to their 
bow.’ By his new economic regulators 
e Chancellor had brought in devices for 
liding the economy which should be 
ss jerky in their operations than those 
vhich hitherto had been used. 

MR. DAVID PRICE hoped the Chancellor 
ould consider a far wider use of 
work study on capital projects in the 
public sector. He did not mean this in 
any spirit of aggressiveness. He merely 
offered it from his own experience in one 
small corner of the private sector where 
it had been found most efficacious. 
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The Chancellor’s Reply 


Replying to the debate, MR. SELWYN 
LLOYD, Chancellor of the Exchequer, said 
his view remained that on balance it 
would be against the interests of the 
country to give special tax incentives to 
exporters, since other countries would be 
bound to do likewise and Britain might 
well be the losers in the resulting race. 
They had done a great deal to help ex- 
porters recently by improving credit facili- 
ties and removing unnecessary obstacles 
in the way of export trade. He was deter- 
mined to see that their system was suffi- 
ciently flexible to cope with any reason- 
able demands by exporters. 

The purpose of the two new regulators 

one dealing: with indirect taxation and 
the other the payroll tax—was to enable 
them to take action to stimulate or re- 
strain the forces working within the 
economy as and when it was necessary to 
do so, without having to concentrate 
action at the time of the Budget in April. 

The disadvantages of the payroll tax had 
been stressed during the debate. There 
could be no question of using any regu- 
lator in a time of recession. If it were 

sed at all it would be at a time of high 


boom in Britain. At present they had 
certain weapons like Bank rate, HP re- 
strictions and the special deposit scheme, 
but all had their disadvantages like 
physical controls. He did not shirk the 
fact that both the new regulators had dis- 
advantages and he would admit at once 
there were aspects of them he did not 
like. 

Obviously, if they examined the possi- 
bility of a permanent payroll tax designed 
to make the best use of scarce labour 
resources, they would want to give a great 
deal of thought to its purpose. It was 
committed to such questions whether it 
should be selective between industries, 
between geographical areas, and whether 
it should be associated with some other 
changes in other forms of taxation upon 
companies. He was well aware of the 
possible defects of this and any other 
regulator and that was why he had said 
in his Budget speech that he would con- 
tinue to examine other methods of levying 
such a surcharge. 


New Technical Colleges, 
Scotland 


DR. J. DICKSON MABON asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland on April 18 to 
publish an up-to-date statement including 
the actual or estimated starting times and 
the actual or estimated date of completion 
of the 21 new local colleges and 13 major 
extensions to additional colleges within 
the technical education building pro- 
gramme. 

MR. J. S. MACLAY issued the following 
tables: 


Accidents in Building 


DR. BARNETT STROSS asked the Minister of 
Labour on April 17, what were the num- 
bers, respectively, of fatal and other 
reportable accidents in 1959 and 1960 at 
building operations and works of engi- 
neering construction. 

MR. JOHN HARE issued the following 
table: 


ACCIDENTS REPORTED IN BUILDING 
OPERATIONS AND WORKS OF ENGINEERING 
CONSTRUCTION, 1959 aND 1960 











Building | Works of Engineer- 
Operations } ing Construction 
Year | , 
Total | Fatal | Total | Fatal 
Accidents | Accidents | Accidents | Accidents 
1959 15,410 169 2575 =| 48 
1960 | 16,934 | 217 | 3,650* |  60* 
| { 


| (2,457) | (40) 





*The definition of ‘work of engineering construction’ 
was extended during 19 

The figures in brackets show the number of accidents 
reported in 1960 which oceurred at work within the 
scope of the Acts before the extension of the definition. 
These figures and not the total figures are comparable 
with the figures for 1959. 


DR. STROSS asked if it would be fair to 
suggest that there had been a deteriora- 
tion as between those two years. If that 
was so, would the Minister give them 
some reassurance that he would do every- 
thing to get as many inspectors as pos- 
sible appointed and as frequent inspec- 
tions as possible made, and see that 
those who did inspect were as highly 
trained as possible? 

MR. HARE Said the assumption by Dr. 


EDUCATION AUTHORITY COLLEGES—MAJOR EXTENSIONS 





ACTUAL ESTIMATED 





Starting | Completion Starting Completion 
date | date | date | date 

















Kilmarnock Technical Further Education 7 | 10/57 1/58 — | — 
Bristo Technical Institute, Edinburgh | 6/57 9/58 _ — 
Stow College of Building, Glasgow ... | 12/57 10/58 — | — 
Dumfries Further Education Centre . 9/58 12/58 _- — 
Golspie, Sutherland, Technical Colleg _—— 9/58 ; 12/59 — ~~ 
Kinning Park Catering and Bakery School, Glasgow 8/59 9/60 —_ -- 
Perth Temporary Further Education Centre 4/60 | _- — 4/61 
Reid Kerr College, Paisley eee 8 5/60 | — — 12/61 
Kirkcaldy Technical College* 9/60 | -— _ 6/66 
Thurso Technical College... . — - 4/61 | 11/62 
Stow College of Engineering, Glasgow — — | 8/61 | 8/63 
David Dale College, Glasgow ... — | — 5/62 } 8/64 
/ i] 
Buckhaven Technical College — — et ae 
* Three phases totalling £1,045,100: two years each phase. + Temporary scheme. 
NEW EDUCATION AUTHORITY COLLEGES 
| ACTUAL ESTIMATED 
Starting | Completion Starting | Completion 
date | date | date | date 

Thurso Technical College... _ én ie lh 2/58 8/59 — — 
Inverness Technical College oun | 3/59 8/60 -- — 
Stow Colleges of Building and Printing, Glasgow 5/59 | —_— — 5/63 
Commercial and Distributive Trades gna 

lasgow ... ; sie 9/59 | — — | 5/63 
Falkirk Technical College Oa ee 9/59 _— | _— | 7/62 
Aberdeen Technical College . — wea 2/61 — — 1/64 
Kilmarnock Technical College ... | 2/61 -- -- 5/64 
Ayr Technical College... ... ee eee eee | 2/61 = — 6/64 
Barmulloch College, Glasgow ...  «.. 0 -) ss | 3/61 _ | _ 4/64 
Dundee Trades College ... “ _ 1 — 4/61 Summer, 1963 
Arbroath Further Education Centre .. mo 9 — | — 4/61 11/61 
Langside College, Glasgow nae as has ain — | — | 5/61 
Anniesland College, Glasgow ...  ... «es | _— — | 7/61 10/64 
Clydebank Technical College ... We ame |S _ | _ } 7/61 | 11/63 
Napier Technical College, Edinburgh” a he —_ — 7/61 | Autumn, 1964 
Bathgate Technical College os wee ee | — | _ | 3/62 11/63 
Galashiels Technical Centre... _ _— 5/62 9/62 
Esk Valley College, Midlothian | _ _ 9/62 7/65 
Glasgow Nautical School... — — | 11/62 8/65 


Greenock Technical College on a 
Dundee Commercial College... ... 0 «2 ees 








Not yet available. 
| Not yet available. 
| | i 
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Stross was right, and he was glad atten- 
tion had been called to it. ‘There has 
been a regrettable increase in the number 
of accidents and everything should be 
done to make people more aware of the 
need for greater safety consciousness,’ he 
declared. He had increased the number 
of his inspectorate and he was also taking 
power to issue further regulations. 


Other Business 


Motion on Identical Tenders 


Seven Labour MPs have tabled a motion 
calling on the House of Commons to urge 
the Government to institute a ‘ searching 
investigation into the prices charged for 
raw materials and general stores, the trade 
associations, the effect on the export trade 
and on the finance of local authorities by 
the high cost of raw materials, building 
materials and general stores.’ The House 
is asked to ‘strongly deprecate the con- 
tinuance of the identical tenders like those 
submitted to the City of Stoke-on-Trent 
for the supply of electric lamps, fluores- 
cent tubes, cement, macadam, building 
materials and general stores.’ 

In the adjournment debate on Friday, 


Co-operation Among 
the Professions 


Letter to the Editor 


siR,—It is very interesting to read in ‘ The 
Builder’ of April 21 first the plea made 
by Mr. C. D. Buchanan (urban road 
planning advisor to the Ministry of Trans- 
port) for professional consultants to sink 
their differences and to work together: 
and, second, the excellent paper delivered 
by Mr. Harry Vincent at Darlington. Both 
these distinguished people give a fine lead 
to everyone. 

My company has proved by experience 
that the way to achieve the team spirit 
between its member professional consul- 
tants is by constant liaison and practical 
co-ordination together with the will to 
work and co-operate together under the 
influence of an established structure com- 
bining the various professions. We have 
built up a wonderful team-spirit between 
many varied professions. These include 
architects, civil and mechanical engineer- 
ing consultants, quantity surveyors, town 
planners and process consultants, and 
also such widely diverse callings as bank- 
ing, Management consultancy, chemical 
and oil refinery technicians, hotel and 
hospital consultants, food and animal feed 
experts and, furthermore, among different 
nationalities. 

As one instance, our United States 
members have given a fine example in 
this by extending co-operation to the 
British consultant members of FPL, and 
often in matters not directly the pro- 
fessional concern of our American 
friends. The will to co-operate is pre- 
sent. It can be done and we should all 
be grateful for the examples given to us 
by such leaders in their own fields as Mr 
Buchanan and Mr. Vincent. 


W. GORDON LILLY, Managing Director, 
Factory Planning Ltd., SW1. 


May 5, DR. BARNETT STROSS, one of the 
signatories of the motion, is to raise the 
question .of identical tenders. 


Tolls on Motorways 


While no tolls are to be imposed on 
existing motorway schemes embodied in 
the five major road projects forming the 
basis of the roads programme, or any 
motorways planned as early extensions of 
them, the question of tolls on other and 
later motorways will be examined further, 
MR. ERNEST MARPLES, Minister of Trans- 
port, said on April 19. The existing 
policy of charging tolls on large and 
expensive tunnels or bridges would be 
continued. 

He indicated that the Ministry would 
be keeping an open mind on the subject 
after MR. EDWARD DU CANN had said it 
seemed that tolls would be the only way 
in which they could get private capital 
into road building. MR. MARPLES said 
opinion about tolls on motorways was 
fairly equally divided but they were 
absolutely appropriate in the case of 
expensive tunnel or bridge projects where 
there were tremendous advantages to be 
gained by using the tunnel or bridge. 


Engineering Course 
for Technicians 


Memorandum to Local Authorities 


DETAILS Of a new general engineering 
course for young school-leavers are an- 
nounced by Sir David Eccles, Minister 
of Education, in a memorandum to local 
education authorities. The course, which 
will be introduced into technical colleges 
in the autumn, is intended for boys aged 
15 and 16 who show promise of being 
able to qualify as technicians. The tech- 
nical subjects in the syllabus will require 
about 240 hours a year. The scheme also 
provides for the inclusion of English and 
general studies. An important and novel 
feature is that it provides a common 
introduction to courses in both mech- 
anical and electrical engineering. Boys 
who succeed will proceed either to an 
Ordinary National Certificate course or to 
one of the various courses for engineering 
technicians. 


This is the first of the general courses 
foreshadowed in the recent White Paper, 
‘Better Opportunities in Technical Edu- 
cation,” as one of several measures 
intended to increase the supply of quali- 
fied technicians to meet the present 
urgent needs of industry. It has been 
prepared by the Standing Committee of 
Technical Examining Bodies in consulta- 
tion with the engineering professional 
institutions. 


Domestic Electrical Appliances 


THE ELECTRICAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIA- 
TION has published its revised list of 
recommended domestic electrical appli- 
ances. Copies of the list (number 9), 
revised to January, 1961, may be obtained, 
price 2s. 6d., from the EDA, at 2 Savoy- 
hill, London, WC2. 
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Building Land in 
Berkshire 


County Council’s Review 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


DEMAND for building land in Berkshire has 
been so great that the county council has 
based its reviewed Development Plan pro- 
posals upon an appraisal of what land can 
reasonably be developed around towns 
and villages rather than upon an estimate 
of need over a stated period of years. 

Reporting on this, the county planning 
committee says the objective has been ‘o 
slow down and control the rate of c2- 
velopment. Experience has shown tie 
great difficulty which occurs when the 
local planning authority seeks to do tris 
merely by programming allocations mae 
in the plan. 

Dealing with allocations of additior al 
land for development, the committee says 
developers have not been slow in observ- 
ing the Minister’s general advice that 
wherever possible more land should be 
made available for development. It ob- 
serves that there is, however, a tendency 
to overlook the important qualification 
that such additional provision should be 
made ‘where that did not conflict with 
important planning objectives.’ 

The Committee states: ‘One of the 
principal objectives of the Berkshire De- 
velopment Plan is to restrain the outward 
sprawl of towns and villages. In Town 
Map areas this has been done by estab- 
lishing reasonable physical limits, and 
most of the land within such limits has 
in fact been allocated for development. 

‘In all cases this has meant the pro- 
vision of land for more than the purely 
local population needs. Generally speak- 
ing, land within such limits is not likely 
to be fully developed before the end of 
at least a five-year period. 

‘It would appear that the study of this 
problem now recommended by the Minis- 
ter has in fact already been carried out in 
the first review of the Berkshire Develop- 
ment Plan. No general review of land 
allocations need be undertaken in advance 
of the new reviews of Town Maps.’ 


Causes of Fire 


Government-Sponsored Survey 


MORE PUBLICITY for fire prevention in the 
home is the theme of the January/ April 
issue of the ‘ Fire Protection Association 
Journal,’ and it is supported by a fact- 
finding survey of the causes of fires in the 


home. The survey was specially prepared 
for the government-appointed Consumer 
Protection Committee under the chair- 
manship of Mr. J. T. Malony, QC (the 
Malony Committee), and is published now 
for the first time. 

The domestic open fire, states the 
report, is the greatest single cause of 
fires in dwellings, being responsible for 
5,000 out of a grand total of 24,000 fires 
from all causes (chimney fires excluded). 

Other features in the same issue of the 
Journal include a guide to the fire sec- 
tions of the Factories Act, 1959, whi 
were brought into force in December 
1960; an account of the fire precautions 
at Cape Canaveral; and accounts of fo 
historic mansion fires. 
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Overspill 
A Short Study of the Essentials 


IN A PAPER under the above heading, 
which he read at a meeting of the Town 
Planning Institute at the Livingstone 
Hall, Westminster, on April 5, MR. 
NEVILLE BORG, MICE, MIMUNE, gave an 
insight into the complexity of the over- 
spill problem as it affects local authori- 
ties, both overspilling and receiving. He 
concluded that in default of more money 
and power for procedure under the Town 
Development Act, more New Towns will 
be the only remedy. Following is the 
substance of his address. 


Let us be quite clear, said Mr. Borg, 
about the fundamental difficulty of the 
operation with which we are faced and 
which has formed part of the general 
social planning policy of Governments 
since the war. It is nothing less than to 
reverse a powerful and apparently almost 
organic tendency towards the growth of 
existing urban centres. 

In Great Britain, the need to do this 
springs from the generally accepted in- 
tention to preserve the character and uses 
of the land between such existing centres 

-subject to a certain permissible degree 
of growth in some of them—as well as to 
reduce the burdens of congestion and to 
prevent the exacerbation of the traffic 
problem. It is a general axiom that the 
need for planning control arises from high 
intensity of use and that the degree of 
control is highest in the most densely 
populated countries. 


In Holland, after the war, a law was 
passed to contro] not only the erection 
of dwellings but also to control the actual 
taking of lodgings, so that movement of 
population to areas of extreme housing 
shortage could be prevented. Except in 
dire emergency, such controls are not 
acceptable; there is no modern equivalent 
of the walled town, nor of the halberdier 
at the gate. Planning restrictions may 
reduce physical developments but they 
cannot prevent the free movement of 
individuals within a single society; finan- 
cial and administrative inducements are 
limited in effect. 


The Magnitude of the Problem 


Estimates of the magnitude of the prob- 
lem in a particular area will necessarily 
be somewhat inaccurate, but when refined 
as a result of experience, continue to be 
daunting. Some figures produced for the 
first submissions of Development Plans 
were: 


Greater London... 
Manchester 
Liverpool... 
Birmingham 
Leeds 


500,000 
240,000 
150,000 
200,000 

70,000 


Adjoining these great towns are smaller 
out no less congested towns whose needs 
well the total to about two million 
»ersons. This is no small task for the 
ver-spilling authorities, faced with the 
lagging knowledge that resources of 
uilding land will be exhausted within a 
ew years and that slum clearance must 


stop unless overspill succeeds. 

The earlier figures were derived from 
estimates of future population based on 
the capacity of the towns when developed 
fully to certain density standards. When 
the exhaustion of reserves of building 
land is a near prospect instead of a distant 
point in a mathematical calculation it 
becames clear that more useful estimates 
of overspill can be made by working in 
terms of housing requirements, i.e. the 
ultimate deficiency of dwellings over the 
potential supply available. The sources 
of the various elements of the total 
demand are those already given, and the 
calculations must take into account the 
private as well as the municipal housing 
sector. The revised overspill requirement 
for Birmingham during the Development 
Plan period, up to 1971, is about 37,000 
dwellings; arrangements have been made 
for about 1,000 of these in one ‘ out- 
county estate.’ 


Demand for New Housing 


Demand for new housing arises not 
only from the housing register itself 
which consists, broadly, of families either 
in shared or in physically unsatisfactory 
accommodation (in Birmingham the pro- 
portions are about 60 per cent to 40 per 
cent)—but from the surplus (that is, an 
internal overspill) from slum clearance 
and redevelopment. Sharing of houses 
results from the taking of lodgers but to 
a very significant degree also from the 
multiplication of households by the 
marriage of the children of parents who 
are surviving nowadays to a greater age. 
There is also a growing demand arising 
from the substantial clearance caused by 
major road and other improvement 
schemes; the proportion of this latter 
demand is not now insignificant. 

Applicants can be accepted on the hous- 
ing register immediately on request but, 
unless there is exceptional emergency, no 
offer of housing accommodation is made 
until the applicant has lived or worked in 
the city for five years, and has been on 
the register for at least one year. The 
time qualification produces for the appli- 
cant a certain number of points which 
swell the total to which he is entitled for 
various factors of housing need. The total 
settles his position for priority on the 
register. Few are housed before the end 
of an 8-year registration. 


The number of applicants housed 
for the first time from the 
register was 

In addition the total ‘demand for re- 
housing from all causes in Birmingham 
in 1960 was nearly 4,000, made up as 
follows:— 

Main slum _ redevelopment pro- 
gramme 

Health cases, emergency, 
less and special classes.. 

Road improvement and other 
schemes ... 

New clearance areas and individu- 
ally unfit houses; — re- 
placement, etc. 


 home- 
40) 


900 


In looking for the counterbalancing 
forces, the city. has set up.various means 
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of co-operation with other authorities. 
The fundamental approach has been to 
try to stimulate counter-attractions in 
other places. As you would expect, the 
first and most obvious conclusion was 
that the growth of industry in the city 
should be restricted, and that it should 
be encouraged to move elsewhere. 


Size of the Register 


Second, since the size of the register 
of applicants for municipal housing has 
hovered at about 60,000 for twelve years, 
in spite of successive prunings, it was 
fair to assume that the provision of 
modern housing elsewhere would tend to 
encourage overspill. The absolute value 
of this measure was evidently uncertain, 
since the existence of a housing list of 
such proportions suggested that housing 
difficulties, of themselves, are _ not 
enough to encourage substantial distant 
emigration, or to prevent hopeful immi- 
gration. The actual means adopted to 
achieve these general objectives, sur- 
veyed in retrospect, give a picture of 
intensifying struggle. 

First, there was the city’s decision in 
the 1952 Development Plan to zone for 
industrial use only enough land to pro- 
vide for an increase of 25 per cent in 
total area. Taking into account the in- 
creasing ratio of floor space to worker, 
particularly in the many relocated fac- 
tories affected by redevelopment 
schemes, this was not particularly lavish. 
Indeed, for a city whose belief in the 
necessity of flexibility and diversity in 
industry is as strong as ever was the 
national belief in the balance of power, 
it reflected an almost sacrificial restraint. 
However, in approving the Development 
Plan recently, the Minister indicated that 
he thought this process could safely go a 
little further by reducing the industrial 
area so as to provide for an increase of 
only about 18 per cent. Apart from assis- 
tance of this kind, there was the Board 
of Trade’s policy, under the 1945 Distri- 
bution of Industry Act, of steering, to 
less industrially active areas, new 
industry and extensions or off-shoots of 
existing industry. Since the 1947 Act, 
this means of control has operated 
through the issue or withholding of an 
Industrial Development  Certificate— 
without which the planning authority 
could not give permission for develop- 
ment of more than a limited size. 

Later Acts which provided additional 
powers for the encouragement of move- 
ment were the 1952 Town Development 
Act; 1956 Housing Subsidies Act; 1958 
Industrial Finance Act; 1960 Local Em- 
ployment Act. 

In 1955, representatives of the counties 
of Staffordshire, Warwickshire and Wor- 
cestershire joined with those of the city 
to set up a joint Consultative Committee, 
whose terms of reference were: 

‘To examine the whole field of the 
problem posed by overspill as it 
affects the movement both of popu- 
lation and of industry and _ the 
methods to be adopted for its solu- 
tion, together with any allied subject.’ 
Later in the year, a Technical Commit- 

tee of officers was established with de- 
tailed terms of reference, including liaison 
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with the Board of Trade, the exchange of 
information on industrial applications 
and movements and the initiation of 
measures for the selection of tenants for 
reception areas, and the duty to advise 
the planning authorities on certain plan- 
ning applications. 

In 1956, the city considered the effect 
that the sale of vacated industrial 
premises might have on the attempt to 
restrict the entry of new industry and 
they decided that void industrial premises 
with an established use should be pur- 
chased, by negotiation, in order to use 
them so far as possible for the reloca- 
tion of industry disturbed by any of the 
city’s many schemes of reconstruction. 
There were obvious financial limits to the 
usefulness of this measure; it is really an 
expensive holding operation. By 1959 
nearly £4 million had been spent in this 
way. 

In 1957 a paragraph was inserted in 
the Written Statement of the Develop- 
ment Plan on restriction of industrial de- 
velopment saying, amongst other things, 
that areas allocated for industrial use are 
intended mainly for existing industries 
in the city and as nurseries for new 
starters in the local tradition; they are 
not regarded as available for industries 
coming from outside. 

The general lines of action of the Tech- 
nical Committee were to collate and pub- 
licise information on industrial land avail- 
able in the reception areas, to examine 
all relevant industrial planning applica- 
tions in an effort to relocate industry and 
to steer sizeable extensions to those areas, 
and to undertake, so far as possible, the 
transfer of known or ascertainable hous- 
ing demand to district authorities within 
the three counties. Additionally, the 
city undertook discussions on the same 
lines with authorities farther afield. 

Certain interesting executive methods 
of furthering the work of the Joint and 
Technical Committees have been de- 
veloped. There are, for instance, the 
Overspill Housing Register, the Industrial 
Bureau and the Industrial Selection 
Scheme. 

The Overspill Housing Register was 
opened in November 1956; it contains the 
names of people who are prepared to 
leave the city to live in one of the recep- 
tion areas. 


Cost to Authorities 


Negotiations between authorities con- 
cerned with overspill always involve acute 
discussions of the cost both to the over- 


spilling and to the receiving areas. The 
overspilling authority is usually a big and, 
in absolute terms, a wealthy one; never- 
theless, its problem is great. A receiving 
authority may be involved only in the 
production of a small number of houses 
but its resources are limited. To the 
former, there appears the prospect of 
paying a housing subsidy for a period of 
years during which there is only a small 
relief from the stresses arising from a 
housing problem so great that the results 
of the first few years’ work do not pre- 
vent the approach of the point at which 
slum clearance and redevelopment will 
run down. 


From the point of view of the receiving 
authority, except in those cases where 
there is an’ unsatisfied demand for 
workers, disadvantages may be feared 
from the undertaking to provide housing 
subsidy, for a much longer period, with- 
out explicit assurance that industry and 
commerce will be set up in the area. It 
is clear that the presence of modernised 
industry is regarded by most of the small 
authorities as the golden egg that will 
produce eventually larger local resources 
from which various benefits (including 
the improvement of existing and prob- 
ably outdated services) may be provided. 


Their respective opinions about the 
other’s point of view, however, are not 
in exact reverse—as the differences 
about money might, at first, suggest they 
would be. Potential receiving authorities 
recognise that the overspilling authority 
has a grave problem (usually, the only 
real argument is about its exact magni- 
tude) but they tend to say that, since the 
problem is itself a reflection of a rela- 
tively high level of prosperity, overspill- 
ing authorities ought to be prepared to 
meet a great part of the burden. Over- 
spilling authorities, whilst they consider 
that there will be obvious benefits to the 
receiving areas, recognise that the small 
authority cannot back a high risk—to 
some degree incalculable—out of very 
limited resources. They tend to see the 
problem as a national one and they con- 
sider that more resources for solving it 
ought to be provided through the agency 
of the Central Government. 


The general form of agreement 
between authorities is for the payment 
by the overspilling authority of an annual 
sum, for a term of years, for each house 
provided by the receiving authority for 
nominated tenants. In some cases there 
are additional payments covering such 
things as variations in the rate of loan 
interest, technical assistance and the loan 
charges during building. 


Northumberland County Council have 
prepared a scheme and made a Compul- 
sory Purchase Order in order to estab- 
lish a new township at Killingworth; this 
will redevelop a mining district and will 
provide overspill for Tyneside. 


Returning to the report already men- 
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tioned, one finds a comparison between 
the figures of progress for London Over- 
spill and London New Towns. The num- 
bers of houses, built or building, are as 
1 to 10 under the two procedures and 
whereas details of expenditure are not 
analysed for the former, there are 
detailed financial statements for the 
latter—from which it appears that total 
Treasury advances for all purposes are 
equivalent to about £3,000 per house- 
hold. 


Conclusions 


The following seem to the author to 
be reasonable conclusions: 


(1) Because the growth of an area is a 
symptom of material success (allowing 
for ups and downs) and, to some extent, 
an assurance for the future, it is only 
natural—in a hard world—that local 
apprehension of a serious overspill prob- 
lem should be delayed. 


(2) By the time an overspill problem is 
ripe to be grappled with, it is expressible 
only in terms of a housing emergency. 


(3) No solution through overspill hous- 
ing is feasible in the absence of support- 
ing industry (or commerce). 


(4) It is only the central planning 
authority that can consider the whole 
position and establish overriding policies. 


(5) The only overriding policies so far 
established are those of the distribution 
of industry and the maintenance of green 
belts. (The Town Development Act is 
a permissive mechanism and is not in 
such form as to express an overriding 
policy.) 

(6) The Board of Trade’s wider respon- 
sibilities for the distribution of industry 
sometimes run counter to local or regional 
efforts to steer industry in support of over- 
spill, (It is naive to appear surprised that 
the interests of some Ministries should be 
incompatible at times, although one may 
expect that they should run together in 
the long-term.) 


(7) Many-sided negotiations are slow, 
often difficult, and uncertain in result. 
Local authorities with a problem usually 
prefer to look for a solution that lies 
within their own powers (and means). 


(8) The Green Belt policy will effectively 


An artist’s impres- 
sion of the two- 
storey I.C.I. stand 
at the _ British 
Trade Fair, Mos- 
cow, designed by 
Mr. Mario Armen- 
gol and built by 
C.D. Productions 
Ltd. As well 
as display area the 
stand contains 11 
offices and a con- 
ference room with 
film projection 
facilities. The 
illuminated 
Perspex mural is 
designed by Mr. 
John Farleigh. 
Lettering is the 
work of Miss Ann 
Camp, ARCA 
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prevent expansion by authorities who 
would otherwise provide extra housing in 
that way. 


(9) Of the other two domestic solu- 
tions, one is auite unacceptable and that 
is, to permit an increase in congestion 
in lodgings, uncontrolled use of old houses 
and so on, together with the retention 
of sub-standard houses that have already 
been programmed under the Housing 
Acts for demolition and redevelopment. 


(10) The other would be really to beg 
tne whole question by the abandonment 
of the Development Plan target figure of 
population, the acceptance of undesirable 
densities of development for industry, 

ymmerce and dwellings and—a painful 

yrollary—the wasteful clearance and re- 
ievelopment of areas of fit housing and 
her uses on a very large scale, in order 
to permit redevelopment at the necessary 
ntensified densities long before those 
areas had come to the end of economic 
socially acceptable life. 


(11) The powerful resources applied to 
the New Towns have produced success. 


(12) The use of the Town Development 
Act appears attractive, partly because 
taere is the possibility of saving in first 
»;tablishment and ‘ pump-priming’ costs 
aid partly because of the scope for 

riety in design and the absorption of 
t.e new development into the local or 
‘egional character. 


(13) Particularly in relation to the 

traction of industry, not enough money 
and not enough power have been put into 
this procedure to make it work rapidly. 

default of these, New Towns will be 

e only answer (some will be needed in 
any case). 


Discussion 
The discussion was opened by 
ERNEST DOUBLEDAY, OBE, FRICS, MIMUNE, 
MIPI, county planning officer for Hert- 
fordshire, who referred to the changes 
t 
t 


MR. 


hat had come about in thinking inside 

e planning profession. He (Mr. Double- 
day) was a neighbouring official to Bir- 
mingham for some years when he was 
regional planning officer in the Birming- 
ham area and had a number of schemes 
to consider with Sir Herbert Manzoni, 
particularly the Duddeston and Nechells 
scheme in 1944. The point that struck 
him then was the high density proposed. 
Now to hear Mr. Borg say that was a 
relatively low density of 6-storey develop- 
ment really indicated how much farther 
forward they were now thinking in these 
matters. Whether they were that farther 
forward in thinking in relation to open 
space facilities—he did not touch upon 
the question of dealing with the motor- 
car—was another matter. 


They knew there were many reasons 
why Birmingham had not been able to 
get on ahead as fast as they would liked 
to have done, but now, when they looked 
a! it it seemed quite strange that in the 
areas being redeveloped they could only 
replace 50 per cent of the accommoda- 
tion even with the high density now 
current in such places. Mr. Doubleday 
thought they ought to pause to see how 
much progress they had made in the last 


17 years and what exactly they should 
be making in the next 5 or 10 years when 
so much overspil] and redevelopment 
would have to be dealt with. 


In addition to the points made by Mr. 
Borg, Mr. Doubleday felt that the occu- 
pancy rate for each house was a potent 
factor in the problem. On reflection 
planners would see that they had designed 
from about 4 persons to each house 
down to 34. In Hertfordshire they were 
now approaching 3.2 persons per house. 
Even with new towns, with the high birth 
rate the difference between 3.18 and 2.9 
in Hertfordshire in relation to their esti- 
mated population in 1973 represented 
something like 30,000 houses. 


Integration of Policies 


Another point that struck the speaker 
on reading Mr. Borg’s paper was the very 
nature of Birmingham itself, known 
locally, and he believed nationally, as the 
‘City of a Thousand Trades.’ The esti- 
mated 25 per cent expansion of the 
amount of industry had been cut down 
to 18 per cent by the Minister concerned. 
In each of these industries the idea was 
to encourage the small man and to give 
him a start—people were in industry to 
expand and not to decline or stand still. 
This might also be, continued Mr. 
Doubleday, a very potent factor in en- 
couraging this industrial magnetism 
which, as they all knew, was at the root 
of the trouble. In central Hertfordshire it 
was found that all were in favour, through 
the regional boards, of a very strong re- 
striction on any industry coming in. Re- 
striction of industry, he felt, was the key 
to the whole of the question of over- 
spill. In dealing with the Board of Trade 
they were in_ considerable difficulty 
because the former had its national poli- 
cies to pursue. The speaker believed 
there was need for some _ integration 
between the planning authority and the 
Board of Trade in connection with the 
issuing of industrial development certi- 
ficates. 


On the question of own development, 
Mr. Doubleday said he was interested in 
what Mr. Borg had to say. The latter’s 
inference was that he did not think the 
Town Development Act worked as well 


as the new towns. The speaker felt this 
to be a perfectly valid statement and that 
it was correct. He believed one of the 
reasons why the Act had not gone ahead 
so fast as it might have done was because 
the county councils, as participating 
authorities, were not really brought in in 
the way they should. Representations 
were made to the Ministry at the time 
when the county council should be 
brought in, but such action was not 
thought desirable for financial reasons. As 
a matter of consolation, concluded Mr. 
Doubleday, the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government had in fact, during the 
previous week at the County Hall, Lon- 
don, invited county councils to participate 
more vigorously in this work. The 
presence of official backing would now 
result in town development becoming a 
really potent factor in the problem of 
overspill. 


MR. L. A. LEAVER, MIMUNE, MTPI, Essex 
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lem of new industries associated with 
County planning adviser, said the prob- 
overspill in Essex was very real. It 
seemed that the policies of the Board of 
Trade and the planning authorities ran at 
variance in the important developments 
that were taking place, and one wondered 
how soon the nettle was going to be 
grasped because a marked change was 
needed in central government policy. 
There had, he continued, been a very 
strong movement of population out of 
London to Essex, but only so far as popu- 
lation had gone into the new towns had 
there been any build-up in local employ- 
ment. The present policies were contrary 
to the essential objective of good plan- 
ning. Essex wanted to play its part in 
dealing with the overspill problem, but it 
could not do so if they had the people 
and no employment. He felt strongly that 
if this movement of population into Essex 
was to continue during the next 10 years, 
there had to be some re-thinking. 

MR. J. C. CRAIG, ARICS, AMTPI, stressed 
the human charactér of the overspill 
problem and agreed that they should 
express the whole problem in terms of 
housing need. While it was true that 
industry must move, it was the housing 
need of those who required it which was 
the prime reason for the movement of 
population. He had been very impressed 
with the similarity of the problems that 
beset all conurbations, and he thought in 
Essex they had a special problem con- 
cerned with voluntary immigration. He 
did not think the 1952 Act made suffi- 
cient provision to encourage the medium- 
sized towns to expand as they should. 
Roads, too, were important as also were 
educational facilities in urban areas. 

MAJOR L. C. KITCHING, MBE, MIMUNE, 
MTPI, deputy planning officer, Hertford- 
shire, felt they should plan for much 
larger towns. They should plan for 
populations of a quarter-of-a-million if 
they were to get anywhere at all. 

MR. D. W. RILEY, MIMUNE, MTPI, thought 
the success story of the West Midlands 
was due to the fact that there was a 
regional plan in which efforts were made 
to establish a balance, particularly in 
regard to industry. He felt the funda- 
mental difficulty in operating the Town 
Development Act to be a financial one. 

MR. L. W. LANE, ARICS, MTPI, declared 
that an important trend in dealing with 
the problem was the rising standard of 
living and the fact that people were no 
longer prepared to share accommodation; 
more space was needed in households. He 
felt they had to harness the private 
developer to planned immigration. There 
had got to be set aside land on condition 
that the development would attract 
industry there in the way the development 
of the new towns was progressing. 


Polish Architect for Harvard 


JERZY SOLTAN, a Polish architect, has been 
appointed visiting professor of architec- 
ture at Harvard University. Mr. Soltan 
is an architect and town planner as well 
as a professor of architecture at the 
School of Fine Arts at Warsaw. He has 
worked with Le Corbusier. 





Colour in Industry 


Improvements in Production and Quality 


THAT THE scientific application of colour 
in industry had been shown to reduce 
accidents and absenteeism, and to im- 
prove production and the quality of 
work, was enlarged upon by MR. FABER 
BIRREN, the American colour consultant, 
in a statement made at Manchester 
recently. 

Mr. Birren said that it was not easy 
to deterznine exactly the correct use of 
colour in factories, offices, hospitals and 
other buildings. There had, however, 
been an accumulation of evidence over 
the years which had established that, 
employed scientifically, it has a definite 
value. ‘I was responsible,’ he continued, 
‘for the development of a colour safety 
code which was applied by the United 
States Army Service during the latter part 
of the war. That service reported a re- 
duction in accident frequency from 46 to 
5; in one depot disabling injuries were 
cut from 13 to 6. In the New York City 
Transit System the installation of a 
safety colour code has, over a period of 
18 months, reduced accident frequencies 
by 42 per cent.’ 

Quoting further figures in support of 
his theory Mr. Birren said that the 
National Industrial Conference Board 
organised a questionnaire among 350 
companies which had used colour to a 
greater or lesser degree. As a result of 


this inquiry some 28 per cent of the 
companies reported production increases, 
31 per cent an improvement in the quality 
of work, 15 per cent reduced absenteeism 
and 19 per cent reduced eyestrain and 
fatigue. 

‘ The correct use of colour in factories,’ 
he went on, ‘ extends far beyond its em- 
ployment as a safety code. There have 
been remarkable developments in the 
illumination of factories, the employment 
of much more brilliant lighting. The dan- 
ger here is that some times the illumina- 
tion can be too great, that the worker is 
subject to glare which can be very tiring. 
Unless there is proper control of environ- 
ment the eyes will tire and reach a point 
where they cannot easily distinguish 
objects. It is at that point that accidents 
occur. 

‘Colours need to be selected which re- 
flect light according to the amount re- 
quired. Walls should be coloured in such 
a way that they have a light reflectance 
value of about 50 per cent and floors of 
25 per cent. Machinery can be coloured 
to reflect more light at different parts 
and so concentrate the attention of the 
worker. Where the vision has to be con- 
centrated it is wise to construct back- 
ground shields which provide contrasts, 
confine vision, blank-off shadows and dis- 
tant movement, and give the. operator a 


Welding Technology 


One Year Post-Graduate Course Now Available 


IN RESPONSE to the representations of the 
Institute of Welding and the British 
Welding Research Association the Minis- 
try of Education has set up a post- 
graduate course in welding technology at 
the College of Aeronautics, Cranfield, in 
Buckinghamshire. As a result of promises 
from AEI (Manchaster) Ltd., the British 
Oxygen Co. Ltd., and Whessoe Ltd., the 
minimum enrolment to ensure the hold- 
ing of the course has already been 
secured. The British Oxygen Co. has 
also promised to endow two bursaries 
for a period of seven years, the candidates 
to be selected by the Institute. 


The course is a compound of mechani- 
cal and civil engineering and metallurgy, 
and has been organised with the object 
of producing a specialist in welding 
science and technology, capable of 
appreciating and dealing with the special 
problems which welding raises, and com- 
petent to advise on and direct the course 
of developments in the field. All candi- 
dates will normally be expected to hold 
honours degrees of approved universities 
in appropriate subjects, and successful 
students will be awarded the Diploma 
in Advanced Engineering (DAE). The 
first course will take place during the 
academic session 1961-62, the first term 
commencing on October 9. Further in- 
formation and forms of application may 
be obtained from the Warden of the 
College of Aeronautics, Cranfield, Bletch- 
ley, Buckinghamshire. 


The joint committee on the welding of 
thermoplastic materials, which is spon- 
sored by the Plastics Institute, the 
British Plastics Federation and the Insti- 
tute of Welding, has been examining the 
existing terms and definitions for the 
welding of thermoplastic materials. With 
a view to obtaining some improvement 
in the definitions used a study of the 
subject was undertaken and a list of 
recommended terms and definitions has 
been prepared. This list has now been 
approved by the three sponsoring 
organisations for issue as a _ tentative 
recommendation. The committee, how- 
ever, would welcome comments on the 
recommendations which should be sub- 
mitted to any of the three sponsoring 
organisations. Copies of the prepared 
list of terms may be obtained from the 
Institute of Welding, 54 Princes-gate, 
Exhibition-road, London, SW7. 


IoW Spring Meeting 

‘Recent Developments in the Welding 
and Allied Processes’ is the theme of the 
spring meeting of the Institute of Weld- 
ing, which is being held in London from 
April 25 to 28. Ten papers are being 
presented at three technical morning 
sessions. 

An advanced course for welding engi- 
neers, organised by the School of Welding 
Technology, originally planned for March, 
is to be held in November. Further details 
from the Institute of Welding. 
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sense of isolation. In industry the soft 
grey hues are best, for they are not ag- 
gressive, are less distracting and concea/ 
dust. 

‘In recent years,’ concluded Mr. 
Birren, ‘a great deal of experience ha: 
been gained in developing the right 
colours for different purposes, for stee 
and textile mills, chemical plants. 
breweries and many others. Each ha 
their own problems. The needs of archi- 
tects often differ from those required 
by consumers. The vital factor is that, 
however good the illumination, if there i 
glare, severe contrast or monotony, ther 
the eyes of the worker will by the end o: 
the day become dilated, strained anc 
tired. It is common sense that this mus 
lead to more accidents and lowered effi- 
ciency.’ 


Utilisation of Small-sizec 
Wood 


United Nations (ECE) Meeting 


MORE THAN one hundred participants fron 
twenty-one countries of Europe attended 
a special meeting on the utilisation of 
small-sized wood at the Palais des 
Nations, Geneva, from March 13 to 18, 
1961. The meeting, which was conducted 
on the lines of a symposium, was orga- 
nised under the auspices of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (ECE) and the Food and Agricul 
ture Organisation (FAO). 

Among the subjects discussed was the 
problem of consumption of fuelwood, a 
large proportion of which is derived from 
broadleaved wood notably from coppice 
and small trees, which is steadily declin 
ing in face of competition from oil, elec- 
tricity, gas and other types of fuel. On 
the other hand, demand for pulp and 
paper is increasing rapidly, but in Europe 
the limit has nearly been reached in the 
availabilities of the traditional sources of 
supply, i.e. the softwood species. More- 
over the fibreboard and particle board 
industries are expected to continue their 
fast rate ef expansion. As a result, the 
probable demand by wood utilising indus- 
tries is expected to exceed production in 
Europe quite considerably, unless 
untapped or under-exploited sources are 
brought into production, such as coppice 
and small wood from thinnings. 

But, however much forest producers 
may wish to dispose of their surpluses 
and however keen the pulp and board 
industries may be to find new sources of 
supply, the limiting factor to the use of 
small-sized wood as a raw material is an 
economic one, the high cost per unit 
volume to harvest it, in relation both to 
the costs of harvesting wood of larger 
dimensions and to the price that indus 
try is willing to pay for it. 


Appointment 


MR. ALBERT L. HOBSON, borough engineer 
surveyor and planning officer at Oldham. 
has been appointed city engineer at Hul 
at a salary of £3,570 a year, increasing t: 
a maximum of £3,945. The vacancy was 
caused by the retirement of Mr. William 
Morris. Mr. Hobson will take over at 
Hull in about three months’ time. 
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Association of Municipal Corporations 
Hiring Out of Plant by Local Authorities 


THE QUESTION of the hiring of vehicles 
and plant by local authorities to outside 
bodies was the subject of a report sub- 
mitted to the Association of Municipal 
Corporations by the Law Committee at 
the Association’s meeting held in Lon- 
don on April 20. 

The Law Committee’s report states: 
‘In connection with the erection of build- 
ngs, a county borough council acquired 
i very expensive electrically-operated 
ower crane and they have asked the 
Association whether it is considered ultra 
tires for them to hire the crane to other 
iuthorities or firms when it is not in use 
‘or their own purposes. 

‘In our opinion, bearing in mind the 
iecision in A.-G. v. Manchester Corpora- 
ion [1906] 1 Ch. 643, plant of this kind 
nay reasonably be let on hire by local 
uthorities.’ 


Garages in Front Gardens 


T THE REQUEST of a member authority, 
he Association’s Town Planning Com- 
uittee has discussed with the Ministry 
f Housing and Local Government a case 
n which, after the Minister had con- 
trmed a direction under the appropriate 
rder (Garages. T&CP (General Develop- 
ment) Order, 1950. Compensation. Art. 
4), and planning permission for the erec- 
tion of a garage in a front garden had 


been refused, the Lands Tribunal awarded 
compensation although planning refusal 
had been based on the principle of ‘ good 
neighbourliness.’ 

‘It appears,’ the report states, ‘that 
this is the only case where compensation 
has been awarded in these circumstances, 
and in the absence of evidence of further 
such cases we feel unable to pursue the 
matter. The Ministry, however, have 
asked us to inform them if we become 
aware of further cases. We have again 
expressed our view that garages within 
the curtilage of dwelling-houses should 
require prior planning permission.’ 


Charges for Water Supplies 


THE MEETING also received a report of 
the memorandum of evidence submitted 
by the AMC to the Central Advisory 
Water Committee’s Charges Sub-com- 
mittee in which the Association recom- 
mended the metering of non-domestic 
supplies. The memorandum states: 

‘Although the actual water rates and 
charges levied and made by water under- 
takers for water supplied to consumers 
must obviously vary according to the cir- 
cumstances of each undertaking, it is 
nevertheless desirable that there should 
be a uniform structure of rates and 
charges in operation in England and 
Wales. 


Rural Water Supplies 


Replacement of Interim Scheme of Grants 


IN A CIRCULAR to local authorities, water 
boards and others concerned with water 
supplies (No. 15/61), the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government on April 
4 announced its intention to replace the 
interim scheme of grants under the Rural 
Water Supplies and Sewerage Acts, 1944- 
45. This scheme was adopted after the 
introduction of the rate-deficiency grant 
and it is now intended to replace it with 
a more permanent method of assessment. 

In the past these grants have served 
two purposes: first, to assist rural authori- 
ties who had, in general, rating resources 
below those of urban authorities, and 
second, to relieve the relatively heavy 
burden of water and sewerage schemes in 
sparsely populated areas. The changes 
made by the Local Government Act of 
1958 assure every area, whether urban 
or rural, of financial resources up to the 
verage. ‘It is therefore reasonable,’ 
ates the circular, ‘that specific grants 
should in future be directed towards 
neeting the higher costs of rural water 
and sewerage schemes when compared 

th the costs of such schemes in rural 


as. 


Principles of the New Scheme 


From an analysis of schemes submitted 
the Minister it was evident that the 
h:gher costs of rural schemes were due 
marily to the need to lay long lengths 


of main or sewer to serve comparatively 
few properties. In broad terms the costs 
of developing sources of water or of pro- 
viding sewage disposal works are the same 
in rural as in urban areas. It is therefore 
proposed that grants paid for rural 
schemes should be related to the cost of 
main or sewer-laying, costs attributable to 
headworks in water schemes or to 
disposal works in sewerage schemes being 
ignored. 

Since the purpose of the proposal is to 
provide help to meet the additional cost 
falling on rural areas, some deduction 
should be made from the actual costs 
incurred in laying mains and sewers 
because these also have to be provided in 
urban areas. The essence of the new 
scheme is therfore to take the cost of 
laying mains or sewers in a rural locality, 
deduct from it a sum which is related to 
the cost of mains or sewers to serve the 
same number of properties in an urban 
area, and then to assess the grant as a 
fixed proportion of the resultant cost. 

There will also be an upper limit for 
grant purposes in the net cost per property 
served. This upper limit has been worked 
out as the most that it is reasonable to 
spend in normal circumstances; but there 
may on occasion be a case for considering 
schemes which lie outside the normal 
range, and these will be dealt with on their 
merits. 
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‘As part of such a uniform structure 
we recommend that normally there 
should be two basic water rates or 
charges for water: 

(a) A domestic water rate, payable by 
the occupier, in respect of water supplied 
to any premises for domestic purposes. 

(b) A charge of non-domestic supplies 
—including trade and industry and 
supplies for public purposes—based on 
an assessment of the quantity supplied 
either by estimate or as measured by 
meter.’ 


City and Guilds of London 
Institute 


Slight Decline in Financial Support 
from Industry 


THE CURRENT ANNUAL REPORT of the City 
and Guilds of London Institute (1959-60) 
covers its first full year at the new head- 
quarters in Portland-place. The work of 
the Institute continues to increase des- 
pite a slight reduction of income caused 
by a decline in contributions from indus- 
trial organisations. 


A rise in entries for the examinations 
of the Institute and of the Associated 
Examining Board took the total numbers 
for whom preparations must be made to 
well beyond the quarter-million mark. 
The expenditure on examinations, 
development and general administration 
for the year rose from £323,911 to 
£382,274. Contributions from industrial 
organisations and individuals decreased 
slightly from £61,457 to £58,632; the 
total from livery companies, though 
slightly higher than average at £20.897, 
was less than in the previous year which 
had included several special donations. 
‘The need for long-term support from 
industry has never been greater,’ states 
the report, ‘a need especially notable 
when many of the seven-year deeds of 
covenant, executed soon after the appeals 
to industry of 1952 and 1953, are begin- 
ning to expire.’ 

The Institute’s examinations once 
again surpassed previous records. Of 
the total number of candidates examined 
in 1960 (143,661) some 85,698 (including 
7,227 from overseas) were successful. 
This compares with 82,736 in the pre- 
vious year. Of the 59 applications (49 of 
which were accepted) for the Insignia 
Award in Technology 5 were in the con- 
structional field. 


The consultative committee for build- 
ing subjects has completed the prepara- 
tion of two-year advanced craft courses 
in those subjects for which three-year 
basic craft courses were announced last 
year. Work is now proceeding on draft 
syllabuses for the relevant full techno- 
logical certificates which will ultimately 
be extended to lead to general foreman- 
ship studies or, alternatively, to profes- 
sional qualifications via a two-year HNC 
course in building: Other schemes that 
have been revised or extended include 
courses in builders’ quantities, welding in 
relation to plumbers’ work, and electrical 
installation. The report is published by 
the City and Guilds of London Institute, 
76 Portland-place, London, W1. 





TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 
new features—is intended to give brief details only of the products 
mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 
Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 142 of this 
The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


issue. 


1. Fixing 

A manually operated ACOUSTIC PANEL 
TACKER has been introduced, which uses 
staples with a } in. crown and a length 
of from 4 in. to 1%._ in. A single 
stroke counter-sinking action ensures, 
by simple adjustment, that the staple 
is left flush or counter-sunk as desired. 
Further simple adjustments to the 
machine render it suitable for fixing 
acoustic tiles, whether slotted or per- 
forated, plus all the "normal boards used 
in building such as fibreboard, hardboard, 
plasterboard and plywood. The machine 
loads 100 staples and the speed of opera- 
tion, over more conventional methods, is 
claimed to show a saving in time of up 
to 67 per cent. 
Lawtons of Liverpool, Ltd., 
60 Vauxhall-road, Liverpool, 3. 


2. Plastics 


The introduction of automatic and 
semi-automatic signalling systems on 
British Railways frequently requires the 
addition of new relay rooms (housing 
electrical equipment) to existing signal 
boxes. These rooms are often erected 
on sites with no easy access. In addition 
they have to be constructed to allow for 
subsequent enlarging and to keep periodic 
redecoration, which might interfere with 
the efficiency of the equipment, at a mini- 
mum. With these requirements in mind, 
the new relay room at Thames Haven 
Junction on the Fenchurch Street-Shoe- 
buryness line has been built of PREFABRI- 
CATED PLASTIC UNITS. The building is 


nearly 19 ft. long, 14 ft. wide and 10 ft. 
high and will house the electrical equip- 
ment of a nearby signal box. Between an 
outer and inner laminate of reinforced 
polyester is a core of 3 in. thick phenolic 
foam to ensure good thermal insulation 
and fire resistance. 


The units, which comprise wall and 
roof in one shell of double curvature, 
are bolted together with stiffening flanges 
of solid polyester and are bolted down 
to an ‘in situ’ concrete floor slab incor- 
porating cable ducts. The floor finish is 
p.v.c. sheet. The exterior and interior 
are finished white and no painting or 
other decoration is required. On a pre- 
pared base, the erection of this type of 
building can be completed in a few hours. 
Mickleover Transport Ltd., 

Twyford Wks., Whitby-av., Park Royal, 
NwI1o0. 


3. Miscellaneous 


A new PRESSURE REDUCING VALVE can 
be fitted into any position in a pipeline— 
horizontally, vertically, upside down or 
at an angle—and still function efficiently. 
It consists of only 10 parts and is suitable 
for air or water at inlet pressures up to 
150 Ib. p.s.i., infinitely variable outlet 
pressures up to 60 lb. p.s.i. and at temp- 
peratures up to 70°F. The valve is small 
and neat in appearance and is capable of 
near constant outlet pressure irrespective 
of any fluctuation in inlet pressure. 
Gummers Ltd., 

Effingham Valve Works, Rotherham, 
Yorks. 


Erecting the first plastic relay room on the Eastern Region 
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4. Concrete 


Details of a new CONCRETE MIXER, truck- 
mounted and supplied in two sizes (of 4- 
44 and 6-64 cu. yd. capacity) have 
recently been released. It incorporates 
hydrostatic drive, which enables a precise 
control of drum speeds to be obtained 
through a single hand lever without gear 
changing and clutch operation. Hydro- 
static drive is lighter in weight than con- 
ventional hydraulic or independent engine 
drives and furthermore, in this instance, 
only 5 gallons of oil are carried in the 
circuit. The machine is designed to pro- 
duce consistent concrete to any specifica- 
tion and the variable drum speeds ensure 
a quicker working cycle. The total spout- 
ing length is 16 ft. so that there is a wide 
discharge range. 

Blaw Know Ltd., 
Rochester, Kent. 


5. Stair Treads 


Some new heavy duty aluminium 
STAIR TREADS are being manufactured 
with green non-slip inserts. These in- 
serts are quite rigid and eliminate any 
tendancy to flex out. Both the inserts 
and aluminium base are very hard wear- 
ing and will withstand continual foot 
traffic of all types. In addition, water and 
oils cause no harmful effects and the 
treads would be particularly suitable for 
installation within factory premises. The 
treads are fixed in position by means of 
screws or bolts. Their appearance is 
attractive and no maintenance on them 
is needed. 

a se aay te 
11 Upper Park-road, Bromley, Kent. 


6. Welding 


In a demonstration bay at the current 
Engineering, Marine and Welding exhibi- 
tion at Olympia, argon - shrouded 
STUD-WELDING on light alloys is being 
shown for the first time. This process has 
the effect of minimising porosity and 
atmospheric contamination by introducing 
argon gas through a brass shroud into the 
weld zone and retaining it there., A valve 
attachment at the base eliminates gas 
wastage by releasing the argon flow only 
when the handtool is in position. The 
use of the argon attachment has proved 
successful for the complete range of 
aluminium alloy studs up to and including 
7/16 in. diameter. 

Crompton Parkinson Ltd., 
Crompton House, Aldwych, WC2. 


7. Ceiling Panels 


A new multi-purpose CEILING PANEI 
can be supplied with a number of dif- 
ferent facing materials and with or with- 
out filling. It has been introduced to 
meet a variety of physical and decorative 
requirements in ceiling design. The 
frame, which is common to all variations 
of the panel, consists of a ‘ Z’ section of 
pressed steel, with the corners of the 
upper flange omitted to leave a hole foi 
fixing. Standard finish is white stove 
enamel. Frames are available in tw 
modular sizes: 20 in. sq., weighing 10! 
ounces, and 24 in. sq., weighing 12} 
ounces. Basically there are three type: 
of panel: thermal/acoustic, thermal anc 
decorative. 
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Any material not more than 1 in. thick 
which can span 20 or 24 in. could be suit- 
able as a facing for the panel, and special 
estimates can be given for such materials 
as plain or perforated fibre insulation 
board, rigid plastic sheet or asbestos. 
Shapes other than square can also be 
made. The panels may be fixed direct to 
battens, to channels fixed direct to the 
ceiling or to a rigid suspended grid. The 
last two methods, combined with the 
incombustible panel, provide a fully in- 
combustible ceiling. Panels can be 
removed separately by unscrewing the 
cross plates at each corner. 

he Bowater Organisation, 

Lowater House, Knightsbridge, SWI]. 


&@. Construction 


To meet the trend towards higher 
luilding blocks, a system of LIFT SLAB 
(ONSTRUCTION has been developed which 

suitable for offices, flats, hospitals and 

chools. It is not so much a new struc- 

iral system but a new building tech- 
rique. Structural steel and reinforced 
concrete are the materials used. A steel 
f-amework consisting of stanchions and 

mporary bracing is erected by tradi- 
tonal methods. Within this framework, 
tne floor slabs and roof slabs of reinforced 
concrete are cast in situ at ground level, 
cne on top of the other. They can be of 
either solid or hollow construction. A 
separating medium is applied to the top 
surface of each slab to prevent adhesion. 
This surface becomes part of the mould 
for the slab immediately above it. Steel 
forms are used on the outer perimeter and 
are lifted to complete the mould for the 
next slab. 

Shear-connectors, which are _ incor- 
porated in the slabs, provide the means of 
securing the slabs to the stanchions. After 
curing, the slabs are lifted to their respec- 
tive positions by winches mounted at the 
top of the steel framework, and bolted to 
the stanchions via the shear-connectors. 
The top slab becomes the roof, and so 
on. The margins between the slabs are 
filled with in-situ concrete, suitably re- 
inforced where necessary. The margins 
on external edges, between stanchions, 
are dealt with similarly. The temporary 
bracing to the stanchions is removed after 
the slabs have been connected. 

In using this method, blocks of five 
storeys Or more are the most economical. 
The method can be utilised for many 
designs, but a square or rectangular shape 
incorporating a module or grid of fairly 
constant dimensions is desirable. Greater 
economies can be effected if the whole 
project is designed from the outset with 
this new technique in mind. 

Owen-Kleine Structures Ltd., 
P.O. Box 10, Darlaston, Wednesbury, 
Staffs. 


9. Air Conditioning 
An interesting item displayed at the 


Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 
exhibition, held at Earls Court from April 
11-14, was a 1 hp ROOM AIR CONDITIONING 
UNIT designed to operate on the reverse 
cycle principle. This means that it is 
cepable of either heating or cooling, 
depending on the requirements of the 


user. Another advantage is that the heat 
output is some 20 per cent greater than 
the electrical input. 

The method of operation is based upon 
utilising the heat that is normally dis- 
sipated to the atmosphere through the 
condenser. This heat is brought into the 
operative space through filters, thereby 
enabling the unit to serve a dual purpose. 
The selection of these room units ranges 
from 1 hp to 24 hp. 

Chrysler Airtemp Ltd., 
Kew, Surrey. 


Trade News 


Paint Development 


TRETOL LTD. announce that _ their 
Tylex paint is now available in a special 
grade with primers and undercoats for 
application to wood surfaces, in addition 
to the standard grades for all types of 
wall and ceiling surfaces. The paint 
gives a tile-like finish and is particularly 
suitable where high standards of hygiene 
are vital, such as hospital buildings, 
schools, public and industrial buildings. 


Exterior Decoration 
JOHN FREEMAN SONS & CO. LTD. have 
recently made certain modifications in 
their Cementone No. 9 waterproof stone- 
face composition, which is used for ex- 
terior decoration of structures. In 
general, this should make for easier appli- 
cation. Whereas previously it was desir- 
able to stipple the second coat in order 
to get a fine even texture on the finished 
work, the new material will dry with an 
even textured fiim. The aggregate is 
evenly distributed throughout to give a 
virtually self-stippling finish. It is 
claimed further that the dried film has 
greater flexibility although retaining the 
hardness and long-wearing properties of 
the original material. 

Cementone No. 9 is now sold by the 
gallon instead of by weight. 


The Chrysler air conditioning unit 


Fungicidal Paint 


A NEW PINT TIN of the recently introduced 
Cuprinol fungicidal paints is now being 
made available to meet the needs of the 
small gardener and householder, Fungi- 
cidal paints are particularly useful for 
greenhouses, frames, Dutch lights and 
similar gardening purposes, and are avail- 
able in white or aluminium. 


Certificate of Insurance 


THERMALON LTD., whose system of insula- 
tion involves the filling of cavity walls, 
anounce that, through Lloyds of London, 
they have been able to arrange for a Cer- 
tificate of insurance to be issued on com- 
pletion of each individual scheme. The 
minimum cover under the guarantee is 
£1,000 and it increases up to £10,000 
according to the value of the property 
eoncerned. 


Change of Name 


STACK PROTECTION LTD., of Silver Hill, 
Winchester, have changed their name to 
Drix Products Ltd. This is because of 
the development of Drix polythene from 
agricultural to many other industries, in- 
cluding building and public works, horti- 
culture, motor cars and caravans, small 
boats, engineering and general industry. 
Natural or black polythene covers, eye- 
letted and specially fabricated for various 
purposes, are available in gauges from 200 
to 1,000. 


Distributors Appointed 


THE ARBORITE CO. (UK) LTD. announce 
that they now have main distributors 
*hroughout the United Kingdom. All 
distributors carry stocks of Arborite 
decorative laminates which have 
dominated the Canadian market since the 
war but could not enter the British market 
until 1960 because of currency restric- 
tions. 


can be used for heating or cooling 





Building in lreland 


Healthy Expansion After Years of Retrenchment 


FROM OUR EIRE CORRESPONDENT 

A NUMBER of new Government building 
schemes are to be put in hand in the 
Irish Republic following an encouraging 
review by the Minister for Finance, Dr. 
Ryan, of the healthier state of the 
economy achieved over the last four 
years. Notably, new work now being 
authorised includes not only strictly 
* productive’ building but schemes which 
four or five years ago were put into cold 
storage for an indefinite period and until 
such time as the economic condition and 
outlook became reassuring. This they 
have done quicker than was expected. 

Projects and estimated costs an- 
nounced include: extensions of Leinster 
House to give more accommodation for 
members of the Dail and Senate and 
staff, £232,000; restoration of burnt-out 
drawing rooms in the state apartments, 
Dublin Castle, £104,000; new premises 
for the stamping branch, Revenue Com- 
missioners, £525,000; Dun Laoghaire mail 
boat pier, £164.000; new Garda training 
centre, £150,000; new central sorting 
office, Dublin, £600,000; new Dublin 
headquarters, Department of Social Wel- 
fare, £1,100,000. Work on these and 
other projects is to be started this year 
but will proceed in stages so that only 
part of the total cost will be incurred in 
the coming financial year. 

Local authorities in Eire are again 
being urged by Government spokesmen 


to be more expansive in providing money 
for housing where needs exist. Up to the 
end of January this year the local authori- 
ties had built 58,931 of the 61,000 dwell- 
ings to let under the Housing of the 
Working Classes Acts estimated in 1947 
to be needed in addition to new building 
provided for owner-occupiers under the 
Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts. 

As in Northern Ireland, the early post- 
war estimates have proved to be well 
below actual needs which have since 
arisen, especially in the larger urban 
centres and in places where new indus- 
tries have been and are being established. 


National Building Agency 


In a Senate debate on the State 
Guarantee Act Amending Order which 
provides for the setting up, with a State 
guarantee, of the new National Building 
Agency, the Minister for Local Govern- 
ment, Mr. Blaney, repeated that his 
Department is anxious now to push ahead 
with the housing drive and to see local 
authorities also doing so. The Agency 
has been set up to meet promptly re- 
quirements not met by local authorities 
under existing Acts in areas where indus- 
trial developments are taking place or 
are projected, whether by private firms 
or public bodies such as CIE, the trans- 
port authority, and the Electricity Supply 
Board. 

That the Irish Government itself has 


GAS APPLIANCES PERMANENT EXHIBITION.—A corner of the Southern Gas Board’s 
newly reconstructed showroom and building centre at Winchester, showing methods 
of central heating by hot water boilers and radiators using small-bore piping. Also 


illustrated is a system of constant hot water feeding a sink unit. 


The Southern 


Gas Board’s gas officer, Mr. D. L. Williams, was responsible for the technical 
planning of the centre, and the design consultant for the centre and showroom 
was Mr. Charles Munro, MBE, of Leamington, who later this year will be responsible 


for the UK exhibit at the Indian Trades Fair in Delhi. 


The main contractor and 


shopfitter was Messrs. D. Drake and Son Ltd., and the building contractor, Messrs. 
Mason and Co. (Winchester) Ltd. 


i 
1 
1 
] 
0 
\ 


UU. Ba La) 
mT Ty 


THE BUILDER April 28 1961 


responded to the improved general 
economic condition by more expansive 
spending on building and other develop 
ments since the years of drastic retrench 
ment from 1956 onwards is to be seen 
in the amount of supplementary expendi- 
ture over Budget provisions for 1960-6! 
and increases in the Book of Estimate 
for 1961-62. Introducing a vote o: 
account to provide for more spending fo 
about four months from April this year, 
Dr. Ryan told the Dail that happily th 
improvement in national production mad- 
it possible to carry the higher expenditure 
without any serious budgetary problem:. 

In the Dublin area, where estate agent 
report something like a boom demand fo: 
houses and land for building, a reviv:! 
of private enterprise house building an! 
estate development, after a long perio! 
of decline, is notable. A distinct depar-. 
ture from the stereotyped building dor: 
in the days of the housing boom under 
the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts ‘s 
evident in some of the new developments. 
They are catering for a demand for 
individual architect-designed houses. 

Acting on the recommendations of the 
Swedish harbour consultant, Mr. Carl G. 
Bjuke, who has made a thorough survey 
of more than fifty fishing harbours in the 
Irish Republic and their present facilities, 
the Government is to proceed with a 
major development plan. This will cen- 
tralise the sea fishery industry at a few 
selected ports to be equipped for it. 
Much new building is to be done to pro- 
vide accommodation for landing. hand- 
ling, processing, storage and distribution 
as well as for outfitting, maintenance and 
renewal of vessels and a range of ancil- 
lary services. Work has already begun 
at some of the selected ports. The Eire 
Government is providing £1,200,000 for 
the first stage of development. 


Fower Station Construction 


Faced with a sharp rise in the rate of 
growth of the demand for electricity, 
largely due to increasing industrialisation 
in the Republic, the Electricity Supply 
Board is speeding-up its power-station 
construction programme. The total ESB 
investment in assets in productive use is 
£105m. New legislation is to provide for 
an increase to £120m. A building pro- 
gramme for the years up to 1968-69 was 
based on an estimated annual rise of 7 
per cent in electricity consumption. The 
programme has been revised to meet an 
annual actual rise of 10 per cent. 

A new ESB generating station, with a 
capacity of 40,000 Kw. and average 
annual output of 150m. units, is to be 
built near Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly. 
Contracts for plant have been placed with 
British and German firms. 

More hotel and resort development 
schemes are being put in hand. A new 
wing, designed by Mr. Michael Scott, and 
comprising 48 twin-bedded rooms each 
with a bathroom, is to be added to the 
Shelbourne Hotel, Dublin. A _ contract 
has been placed for rebuilding the Roy! 
George Hotel, Limerick. Bord Failte, 
the tourism promotion board, the Cor 
County Council and West Cork Develop 
ment Association are to co-operate i: 
improving facilities in West Cork. 
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Making Up Private Streets 


Mr. Brooke Satisfied with the Law, but Calls for Sympathetic 
Administration 


MR. HENRY BROOKE, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, has told local 
authorities in England and Wales that he 
sees no reason to change the law on mak- 
ing-up private streets. After studying 
the report of a survey, made at his 
request, he believes that the present law 
can secure equity and allay hardship 
provided that it is administered sympa- 
thetically. 


Reminding local authorities of the 
various means by which they can ensure 
equitable apportionment of cost, the 
Minister says that his impression from 
the survey is that many complaints arise 
from inadequate understanding by fron- 
tagers of the authority’s proposals, or of 
the procedure to be followed. When a 
street is to be made up, frontagers should 
be told early, and the authority should 
explain the procedure as well as statutory 
rights of objection and appeal. Fron- 
tagers should be made to feel that they 
have been fairly dealt with, and financial 
hardship should be mitigated as far as is 
reasonably possible. Grievances, says the 
Minister, may often be avoided where 
he inquiries of frontagers with personal 
problems are seen to receive individual 
consideration. 


The survey showed that there are 
about 54,000 private streets widely distri- 
buted throughout the country, and that 
during the next ten years local authori- 
ties hope to make up 24,000 of them at 
a total cost of some £75m. Of the 110,000 
frontagers who have had charges made 
on them in the last three years, only 
4,000 exercised rights of appeal. There 
is a right of appeal both to the magis- 
trates and to the Minister. 

The Minister hopes that those authori- 
ties who have not yet done so will adopt 
the code of the 1892 Private Street 
Works Act now included in.the High- 
ways Act, 1959, which enables them in 
apportioning street charges to take 
account of the differing degrees of bene- 
fit derived by frontagers from the making 
up of private streets. He also reminds 
local authorities that under the code of 
1875 or that of 1892 they have power to 
pay the whole or a portion of the cost 
of any street works in their area, and 
that where, for example, these works 
have been deliberately designed to bene- 
fit an area beyond the street itself, the 
local authority may consider it right to 
make a contribution. 

Many of the complaints of hardship 


Low Cost Automation 
Wide Scope in Most Industries 


“AT A FACTORY producing nuts a girl 
operated a machine for placing nylon in- 
serts into the nuts. This girl was replaced 
by two vibratory bowl feeders and the 
work was carried out automatically. Fol- 
lowing the successful use of this machine, 
20 further machines were installed and 
instead of 20 girls being employed, 19 
have been found other work, the remain- 
ing girl being employed to fill the bowl 
and the feeders.’ This example of low 
cost automation was referred to at Liver- 
pool on April 18 by MR. L. LANDON GOOD- 
MAN, BSC, industrial specialist, Electrical 
Development Association, in his address 
to a meeting of the Merseyside Produc- 
tivity Association held at the Merseyside 
and North Wales Electrical Industrial 
Development Centre in Paradise-street. 
Mr. Landon Goodman said that the 
term ‘low cost automation’ had been de- 
fined as ‘a replacement of muscular and 
mental effort by the use of simple pneu- 
matic, electric, hydraulic and mechanical 
components in manufacturing and assem- 
bly operations.’ It could result in greater 
output, not only by improving outputs of 
both men and machines, but also by 
making use of inherent skills and by 
illowing a company to obtain experience 
f simple types of mechanisation which 
vould stand it in good stead when it had 
o re-equip. Though there was a limit 
o the amount of research that a small 
rm could undertake, most of them, how- 
ver, could carry out development work 


which did not involve large expenditure 
and promised a quick return—it was in 
these directions that low cost automation 
usually had much to offer. 

There was, said Mr Landon Goodman, 
wide scope for low cost automation in 
most types of industries, particularly 
where large numbers of manual opera- 
tions were undertaken. A feature of low 
cost automation was the use of simple 
types of equipment which could be em- 
ployed again and again. A few examples 
were: air cylinders, solenoids, valves, 
timers and photo-electric cells. Most 
applications involved the addition of these 
simple ‘ building blocks’ to existing plant 
and machinery, such as machine tools, 
guillotines, bending machines and mixers. 
Other applications sometimes required 
no more than the building of a simple 
frame or the use of an indexing unit on 
which the building blocks were mounted. 

Most of the examples of low cost auto- 
mation which the speaker described had 
required considerable study and, in some 
cases, development before they reached 
their present stage. It was interesting, 
however, to observe that in most of them 
the development costs where estimated 
had roughly been equal to the amount 
spent on plant and equipment. In some 
of the more complex examples this cost 
might have exceeded that of the equip- 
ment. This served to underline the point 
that money had to be spent today on 
‘know-how’ as well as on machinery. 


821 


and inequity which come to _ the 
Minister’s notice concern premises 
having only a rear frontage or a long, 
flanking frontage to a street which is 
being made up. There may be circum- 
stances which prevent any benefit being 
derived by such properties, and the 
Minister draws the attention of authori- 
ties to their power, under the Highways 
Act, 1959, to bear the whole or a portion 
of the charges which would otherwise 
fall on a particular flank or rear 
frontager. 


Works Buses May Need 
Test 


A Cause of Confusion Explained 
BY A TRANSPORT CORRESPONDENT 


IN VIEW of the considerable number of 
builders and civil engineering contractors 
who use old buses, purchased second- 
hand from public passenger-carrying 
undertakings, to transport workers to and 
from construction sites, it may be helpful 
to make it clear that vehicles of this type 
come within the scope of the testing regu- 
lations for ten-year-old vehicles which 
have now come into force. 

Some confusion has arisen on this point 
because the relevant regulations (the 
Motor Vehicles (Tests) Regulations, 1960) 
state that public service vehicles adapted 
to carry eight or more passengers are 
exempt from the tests. To comply with 
the definition, however, a bus or coach 
must actually be operated under a public 
service vehicle licence, and therefore be 
covered by a Ministry of Transport psv 
certificate of fitness. 

This is not the case, of course, when 
a bus passes into the hands of a private 
undertaking and is used solely to carry 
it own workpeople without charge, as it 
is then dealt with for licensing purposes 
as merely a motor car. 

A certain amount of doubt also exists 
about the position under the test regula- 
tions of such vehicles as utility cars and 
estate wagons, which are widely used by 
builders to carry personnel and at the 
same time have a useful alternative func- 
tion as light load carriers. Where these 
comply with the definition of a dual-pur- 
pose vehicle—that is, one adapted for the 
carriage of passengers or goods—the test- 
ing provisions apply only if they are of 
two tons or less in unladen weight. 

Almost all vehicles of this type used in 
the building trades are regarded by the 
taxation authorities as coming within the 
dual-purpose category, and are licensed 
as such. If, however, an old vehicle of 
this general type has been accepted for 
tax and licensing purposes as a motor car, 
it should be submitted for test at the due 
date, irrespective of its weight. 

All vehicles to which the testing scheme 
applies should now be covered by a certi- 
ficate of efficiency if they were first regis- 
tered before January 1, 1946. Those 
registered before January 1, 1949, should 
have been tested by April 15; and by May 
15, when the scheme becomes fully effec- 
tive, all vehicles that have then been 
registered for ten years or longer must 
have a valid test certificate if they are 
used on the road. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations | 


or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 


ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include | 


the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 
for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 
Holborn and St. Pancras. 
Pit Ballast... . ‘ ads) Fdkés’| aon’ 7 shee 
Pit Sand : ie , eae aos pon ai 
Washed Sand 
2 in. Shingle ... 
7 in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze . ah es ie 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate ha +. per ton 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 


COM ORAWUY 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifi- 
cation delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site wee _ - per ton 
1 to 6 tons, site one ay ai io 
Rapid-Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 
upwards to site is ; 
lto6tons do. site 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. “32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to 708s. Od. on ton. 
White Portland Cement ... ” 
Under | ton per cwt. 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardenin; g) in 6- ‘ton lots 
and upwards -. per ton 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s.0d. to £14 5s.0d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Ciment Fondu and Lightning Brands High Alum- 
inous cement, 6-ton lots and up ani ie - 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway 
Depot, London ‘ cape. aes a 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads (London sites) ” 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks Genter 
sites) --» per cwt. 


BRICKS 


Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks ... ~~ ene one — ..- per 1,000 
Second Hard Stocks ‘ nab ean ane ; ~ 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) ae” ee” Oe ; je 
Mild Stocks 
All loaded free into lorry at ‘the “works. The 

question of haulage is still very difficult and 

prices must be obtained from job to _ job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

district : 

Commons 

Cellular Commons 

Keyed do. 

Rustics 

Cellular Rustics . 

Single Bullnose Commons 

Sandfaced . 

Tuscans 

Saxons 

Golden Buffs_ ... 

Dapple Light Facings .. 

Heather Facings 
Best Blue Deena Staffs (London sites) 

do. Bullnose (London sites) . 

Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) ‘ 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 

24 in. (London stations) 

t in. (London sites) ... 


ee ee ad et et et et 
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CURRENT PRICES 


























3 in. (London stations) 
3 in. (London sites) ... 

2% in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) a 

2 in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) .. 

2¢ in. —— -made Multi Red Facings (London 
sites 

2¢in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) 


| 2§in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour 


Facings (London sites) ge at a ee 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red _ Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) .. 
Hand-made Sandfaced Miulti-Colour Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) ... 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) 
2% in. Surrey aad Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ts 
2g in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ... 
Glazed Bricks on sites), White, Ivory, B Brown: 
Stretchers ... oy 
Headers... eile 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4hi in. Flats sia 
Double Stretchers 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends ... 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints cae 
Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. ‘Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 474% for Best 
quality and plus 474% less 10% for Second 
quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLOW CLAY PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 
Minimum lorry loads 
"hie... « 140 yds. 

BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity)... 110 yds... 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ... 90 yds... 
6in. (8%in. x 5gin.) 1,250 blocks a 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER ae 
2‘: ha ma 00 yds. 
, | on obs = gta 
| ao adi a 75 yds. 
a — 55 yds. 
CRANHAM Tema CoTTA 
n. : 


n. Load bearing quality 
do. do 
MOLER ParTITION BLOCKS 
ae 0 yds. 
din. ... - a 120 yds. 
DE, sis pam as 100 yds. 
SR <x : Sn 90 yds. 
LIGHTW EIGHT Conc RETE BUILDING AND PARTITION 
BLOCKS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 
fete ane ws x  « «— wien 
24 in. ... one eta 80 yds. hie ‘ee 
3 in. S ms 
Om. ws 
4} in. ... 
6 in. 


1 
24 in 
1 
in 


2i 
7 
3 
4in 


THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLocks 

, | 144 yds. < 

THERMALITE- YTONG Loap- BEARING INSULATING BLocKs 

3 in. — a aa -- peryd. sup. 
= a re 90 yds. iN 

Sak. ~ ws wie = 72 yds. 

| ae 60 yds. 

ND ie. tre es 42 yds. ; 

FLooR BLOCKS AND Pam Ties 


| Floor Blocks 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 


loads : 
|) Sen eee ee ee a 
Sm. i 
6 in. ... 
_ o- 
ae. ace 
PU, os 
10 in. 
Filler Tiles i in multiples of 10 tiles ane ‘L, ae multiples : 
12 in. x 3 in. ai 
12 in. x 4in. x 
10 in. x Sin. x $i 


— 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, wer * 

4 in. 
1/8 
t 


. per ft. 


Pipes, 2 ft. tags het 
sie aR each 


Bends 
Junctions ” soe 
Gullies with 4 in. outlets aa 


6 in. 
2/6 
7/6 

” 8/ 12/6 

13/9 


9 in. 

4/6 
20 /3 
27 /- 
22 /6 


12 
The following are the ‘percentages to be added to the Standard List 


(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. 


Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons 
oO 


—3 Ie +15% 
+10 %— 5% +10 %+15% 
+374%— S% +374%+15% 
+474%-— SH +474 2%4+15% 


3 in. cont Drain Pipes ad 12 in. lengths) .. 
4 in. do. do. : 

6 in. do. do. 

9 in. do. do. 


Best Quality eas 
BSS Best Quality... 
Tested Quality .. +37 
BSS Tested Quality 


--- per 1,000 


DAMP COURSE 


Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. 
rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and 
over delivered London area ... . per yd. sup. 
Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. = 
Lead lined bitumen do. 9} lb. per yd. sup. do. do. 
18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates 
14 in. x9 in. do. do. 
9 in. x 9 in. do. 
18 in. x 4} in. do. 
14 in. x 44 in. co. 
9 in. x 44 in. do. 


” 


- per 1,000 


STONE 


Bath Stone 

Monks Park oes 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground ea 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. 

London area. : 

Beer Stone. Delivered London | area. 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 
average delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region ; 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. x3 in. Rubbed, WaREOR, throated and 

stolied cills ‘ 

12 in. x 6 in. do. “do. do. 

12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ... 

12 in x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping 
14 in. x 6 in. do. do. do. 

44 in. x 9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face 

3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 

thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork 
do. do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork 
Hard York— 

12 in. x 2 in. 
edge an an ioe = _— one 

14 in. x3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front tae. tid’. pee Pcken eae... on ee 

12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front a 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes _... per ft. 

2 in. Sawn tine edges aqgeanes, in random 
sizes ; 


.. per ft. 


Delivered 


Square Steps, rubbed on top and 


per ft. run 


sup. 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French os Tiies from 

Lincolnshire district ' 5a ‘ 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ... 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 104 x 63 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 
Concrete tiles 104 x 63 : 

do. Interlocking (49S) | n 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


SLATES 


First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage paid in 


—— loads to ae Rate station. Per 1, 000 actual. 
24x 1 ny e, 
22x 3 
22x11 
20x 12 
20x 10 
18x10 
40 9 
x10 
ie, 8 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ Tesponsibility. 


Under 2 tons 


+20% 


$% 
£ 
12 
16 


34 
64 


. per yd. sup. 


155 


+10 %o+ 20 % 


mH+20 % 


/o 


+47%$ va a 


a 
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TIMBER 


Softwood 
Joinery quality ... 
Carcassing quality 9 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring 3 *» 
Hardwood 
Mahogany—African S.E._... 
do. Honduras S.E. . 
European S.E. . 
Japanese S.E. ... 
English Loge sawn 
8 in. average S.E. 
African Logs sawn 


6 mm. (4 in.) Birch Plywood B/BB 

6 mm. Israeli Gaboon do. —s exterior r grade 
WBP (AX100) ; ene 

18 mm. Birch Blockboard = 

in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. x 48 in. Exterior 
grade WPB (AX100) solid two sides ... 


Ex 
Wharf 


per ft. cube 


100 af ft. 


” 


DOORS (in Lots 1-11) 


Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. 
2 ft. O in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. Gin. ... 
2 in. do. but top ot wom Pattern 4 4x Gi in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 rae ; 
2 ft. 9 in. > <6 ft. Gin . 
2 in. 2 Panel top pee open. Pattern 2 x Gi in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. ii = 
14in. Plywood Faced Flush DoorstoBS459, I ‘Part2A 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 0 in. 
2 ft. 0 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 7 e 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 
14 in. Hardboard Faced Flush T Doors 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. O in. 
5 ft 0 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


Pattern 4 in. deal 


SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 
quantities of 1 ton (67 yds. 
1} in. do. (67 yds. 
2 in. do. (52 yds. 
2+ in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per in. of thickness 
+ in. imported or home pootese insulation Board, 
quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. ty 
$ in. Hardboard do. isc. “ee “Gale 2 
fr in. = do. do. ts 
2 in. Compressed Straw Slabs, roofing ‘quality. 
6 ft., 8 ft., 9 ft., 10 ft., and 12 ft. x 4 ft. 
50-100 yds. one me ea ee ; 
101-250 yds. 
251-750 yds. 
Over 750 yds. ... 
2 in. do. for partitions 4d. per yd. cheaper. 
js in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets.. 
; in. do. do. do. 
Roofing Felt 1- -ply .. 
do. 2-ply 
Best Scotch nee’ in slabs 
do. pearl 
Croid Glue ... ; 
Impact Adhesive 
Cut Nails 3 in. 
do. 4 in. 
Wire Nails 3 in. 
do. 4 in. 


0 in. x2 ft. 
to 1 ton) 
to 1 ton) 
to 1 ton) 


0 in. in 
per yd. 


PO ad 
00 sq. ft. 


per 4 cwt. 


28 Ib. 
- per gall. 
(1-ton lots) ° per ton 
and up (1-ton lots) .. " 
(4-cwt. lots) .. = per cwt. 
and up (4-cwt. lots) | as ote 2 


METALS 
STEEL Joists, ETC. 


Basis Joists— . 
6in. x Sin., 8 in. x 5in., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x6 in., plain "cut to lengths delivered 
London area ... oan ak om oa 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 1} in. 
3 in. X3 in. ... 
4 in. x3 in. ... 
10 in. x 44 in. 
5 in. x 24 in. 
4} in. x 1} in. 
5 in. x 44 in. 
6 in. x 3 in. 
6 in. x 44 in. 
9 in. x4 in. 
12 in. x 5 in. 


per ton 


4 in. x1} in... 


ti, 
x 34 in. 
Xx 7$ in.... 
x4 in. 
_; = 
i, oer 


5 in. 
13 in. x5 in... 
8 in. x4 i=) 


7 in. 
24 in. 
7 in. 
10 in. 
22 in. 


--. per yd. sup. 


oe. a to £140 


4 — £98 


e110 0 0 
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METALS—continued L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPEs 


9 in. x7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. . 
14in.x Spin. 14in.x6in. 14in. Sin. Camater 9G Regs 


1Sin.xSin. 15in.x6in. 16 in. x6 in. . o. 
i6i in. x8 in. 18 i in. x -. 20 in. x7 i ; _ aay ag beats 
in. x 8 in. in. x 6} in. in. —— ore 
Steel angles average price ; ~ one ee Get 
teel tees avera rice .. ; ' GPO ats. ems 
Fabricated wr delivered London— Above prices for payne E under $ cwt carriage extra. 
a : 2 in. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. 6in. or 8 $f. lengths 


ae Se gue... ‘ ae couplings a hee = ~ gure. run 
in. | ae oe Cae 


Compound stanchions a ‘ 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins: 4 in. > 
Average prices not for awkward work. : = a 
Analy eae sat, $e. cad 5 in bat meenge in. diameter shor radius # bends 
in. oO. oO. nds = 
; FERRO-CONCRETE Bars. AND FABRIC 2in. diameter 6 ft. radius bends (5 ft. lengths) 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British manufac- 3 in. do. do. 
ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 4 in. 
upwards delivered nearest London station ... per ton 40 5 in. 
do. do. ex. Lenten — do. 6 in. 
delivered London site . eee , eve Po 49 


of 
Noone 


Awowo oo o 


oneene 


AOPONKOCOKADA 
eee 


0. 
Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 
Loads £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10% 
Loads under £25... Plus 15% 
AsBesTos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS _ 
All less 174% oem. 2 in. 
Pipes, 6 ft. a .. per yd. 4/7 
Shoes ... ; --- each 3/- 
Single Branches ... ... o 4/8 
Bends, square or obtuse... ,, 3/3 
Swan Necks, 44 in. proj. . 3/7 

do. 6in. do. 3/10 
.2 AsBESTOS. 0.G. Gutters AND FITTINGS 
” eee owe ” 4 in. 
e ‘ie we” Se : | Gutters, 6 ft. bnghs ... per yd. 4/4 

Mitp STEEL cin Drop ends... --- each 3/6 


Tubes to BSS 1387. Fittings BSS 1740. | ~_ —_ 
Basic List Prices ; ; Siouies” sl 
: i in. lin. I}in. 1} in. , Union Clips ... 

1/24 1/9 of ASBESTOS Hate. RouND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 5/5 i | 3 in 4in. 44in. 5 in. 
ee a Gutters, 6 ft. lengths x 3/0} 3/7 
+ } Dropends ... . ach 2/6 3/- 

/ / Stopends ... ... 1/- 1/1 
a / i. isn om 2/10 §= 3/3 
1/2 | Nozzles a 2/6 3/- 

‘5 . / Union Clips... ..- 1/3 1/4 

ALLEABLE FITTINGS 
Zin. $in. jin. 
$ 1/2 


--. per ton extra 8 
a 6 





t _ and 3 in. diam. .. 
Steel wire mesh reinforcing fabric to BSS 1221A. 
Ref. No. 106 7.88 Ibs. 
a 4.71 , 


1'83 x 


” 


SOMmON COAAAAR OS CO 


oe 
5 

on 
oF 

La 
5" 


Elbows, square 
do. round 


AToAnARaN! I 


Plain 
do. Diminished 
Backnuts 


—_— 


S 


Iron—Staffordshire Gaye aaeeebent Gully 
Mild Steel Bars 


Elbows, round each 
. Mild Steel Hoops ... 


Tees 
Crosses 
Sockets 


ton & Wer 
NN! OA 
1 hae 


Ex Merchant’s 
Backnuts _ per = 
Discounts from List prices ‘as follows : wo-ton lots 
Galvanised Tube— Malleable Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £s.d 
Under 1 ton Over 1 ton Fittings 20 gauge ... ee 62 7 6 
Light 383% 404”, Light “351°, Malleable List | “aio iceeilcadlllisadinedaediicalioss 64 17 
Medium 343% —364% Heavy 2°, L 40° _26 gauge .. toate 67 17 
Heavy 27 & 283°, alvanised Corruguated $ Sheets, 6-ft. to 9-ft.— 

Black— 20 gauge ae 70 4 
Light 49 % 503°, Light —314° Malleable List Ciel sgn cedll ae tieeaaise 73 14 
Medium 45 ge 463%, Heavy po 14% 26 gauge ... wis ne me ai nee het oan 78 19 
Heavy 373% 39 & Galvanised Flat Sheets C.R. and C.A.— 

: = | 20 gauge ... nas ees on ae cee ae 71 14 
CL HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 24 gauge ... es +h ra a we tis ed 15 4 
Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 26 gauge 80 
Gutters Nozzles Stop Ends 
3 in sca: * belle, ocala 4/24 39 ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
; : 7 41 


o 
-~ 


coo ooo AN 


4in 7 we a rss fi il 4 (Base Prices) 
4) in ‘ ee, od 66 I Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide).. ... per Ib. 
a oe ar , 36 Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. ’ wide) 
: ' Nagy z Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS Coles strip BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG a in. 
in 6-ft. lengths : Gutters N s Stop Ends wide).. 
z ; it 5/5 P 3 Coiled strip, high purity, ‘22 SWG “(12 in. wide) 
4 Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Circular Profile 
8: 5 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG 
7/3 Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Industrial ‘Profile 
a aa me gente 7BS 1470 NS3 Mansard Profi 
Corrugate sheet ansar TO le 
C.L. mone WaTER PIPES 8 ft. x 31} in. x20 SWG 
Branches Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding 
7 Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round 
0 Extruded section BS 1476 HE19WP simple angle 
| section BS 1476 HEI9WP 1 in. diam. 


oun: 
Tubing “BS 1471 TIC 1h in. oO; Dx20SWG_. 
Tubing BS 1471 HT19WP 1} in. O/D x 20 SWG 
2 m. 


24 in. AR ERD 1 | PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
ee 1 Delivered in London area. 

= 15/44 ‘ 19/5 All per dozen sin. jin. lin. 1} in. 
ps prices for gutters, ‘rain-water and soil pipes for under 5-cwt. lots | Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 


Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300, dated February 1, 1955, head for iron.. ‘ -- 87/-12/-- — — 
pas ‘274% and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5%, 2-ton lots "24% Toilet bib cocks for iron ... 109/- 158/5 — a 


) 
e 


2 in. 
23 in. 
3 m. 
3% ia. 
4m. 


—— 
ao 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc.—continued LeaD Propucts AND OILS 
All per dozen jin. Zin. 1in. 1fin. 1fin. 2in. | Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs - per cwt. 


. 4 Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal lotsin 1 gal. tins per gal. 
Screwdownstopcocksforiron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/— 522/6 917/6 g 
do. with two unions for lead 891. 472 /- 62316 1,389 6 ani “spinaar -duieaeh~talhaes he i ealencae 
ouble nut boiler screws ... 48 67 /- 6 si 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ::. 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — | Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, ra aati 
Plumbers’ union ames nun to Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal. .) drums extra... .... per gal. 


iron... 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 

c ds .: ors 5016 aE its rio 15573 reagents 5 aa 
‘aps and Screws an ade 

Brass Sleeves... |... 31/I1 31/11 56/2, 74/10 9115 Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra 


do. do. (40 gal.) do. 
Lead ee ee 1¢x6Ib. 14x61b. 2x7Ib. 3x7 Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 


screws... ...  .. 68/6 85/6 137/- 233 Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 


/9 Paste Powder (1 Ib. wa oars r 
cena a te ee lees. 
Lead 8. trap do. do. 82/9 102 /9 168 /3 302 /3 White Lining Paper é a 


s. d. 
Plumbers a 1 cwt. lots 320/- 14 Ib. lots per Ib. ; VARNISHES, etc. 
6 


ob WOOROAADS 


Nw 


Tinmen’s... —... Ser 404 /- ee fa 7 
Blow pipe - a 407 /- +a in Delivered London area. 
CopPeR TUBES AND SHEETS Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ~~ «a «— See 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 263d. per Ib. plus | Oak, Pale Copal do. do. eee eee 
gauge and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Extra Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
d. d. d. Eggshell Flat Varnish — 
$in.x19 gauge 16} Total per Ib. Approx. per ft. Finest Carriage Varnish . 
din. x19 14} te 40; 16 Front Door Varnish 
1 in. x18 pe y Japan Gold Size 
1} in. x 18 am Black Japan ... 
1} in. x 18 = Brunswick paeet 
2 Mee. a t ‘+ 3 Berlin Black . 
Small Quantity extras : Terebene ; 
10 cwts. to 5 cwts. cael via ote abs! Seis ; . | Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) ° 
5 cwts. to 2 cwts. pie Mie" asar* | cae: > iden ~ we French and Brush Polish (do.)... 
2 cwts. to 1 cwt. 2d. 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. "wide, basic price plus” , » & GLASS 
gauge and manufacturing extras a 260 Delivered London a 
. : ZINC £ s. d. 18 oz. Sheet Glass ‘Ordinary Gtasing ciated 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG), 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. Cut Sizes.. : ; . per ft. 
12 gauge(23SWG), ,,_ ,, a ra 24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. 
14 gauge (21 SWG), ” ” ” ” 26 oz. do. do. do. do. 
Brass TUBE 32 oz. do. do. do. do. 
Jrass tubes, basic poten, as gauge -_ anaie- 4 in. Rolled Plate.. 
turing extras. per Ib. fi} in. nates and Rough Cast... ot dee 
in. il in 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES $ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties . Pa hits Group 1 
a 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and wpweats per ton 104 do. es 5 Ae . caer oe 
» _ Water Pipe, in coils . 107 do. Special Tints - 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. a 108 } in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
” »_ over 4 in. dia. ite ” 110 and Luminating Group3_... 
’, Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. o 108 } in. Wired Cast up to 50 in. 
5 ewt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. tin. do. do. 50in. to 72in. 
Extras over Basis for quantities weneed ’ cwt. 3 in. Georgian Wired Cast 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. wba a met --. per cwt. Hollow Glass Blocks— 


1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. tee ” Cross reeded i 5 


ttt et et eet NINN NNN th 
coccoocococoocooF 


ANE 


ome ND me es 


° 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. Broad reeded 737 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipes to less than Cross reeded 73X7 


x3 
x3 
basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis Prismatic mx i : 


BS sce 
M,. <0 
mE: ese 
., 
x 3g in. ... 
x 3 in 


N 


charged extra according to current trade ——. : 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £53 Os. Od. pe: Flemish gx? 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


deddedoked 
"ANP wWWN 


Boomerang 7}X7 
e Blocks— 
Cross reeded 7} xX 3} x 3} in. 
Corner Blocks to deeeng a with— 
.2 Cross reeded . ; 
3 Broad reeded .. 
.32 Cross reeded . 
P.B. 2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also ‘supplied in Light 
Diffusing Blocks at same price. 
tin. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. = 
5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
100 ft. sup. = 
2 in. Polished Plate, ‘extra sizes, i.e., plates | exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. — ne a 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ee 
Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices a pela 
Substances other than } in. ee Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices ap ly to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
over in one delivery. Delivered site Minimum per ft. 
1,200 yds. Description of oe quantity s. d 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 18 oz. sheet O.Q. os pn iat Sselg Sas 
# in. thick, 600 yds. _ over in one es « ae a ee ee ee 27000 
Ad, Delivered site ne 26 - oa owe ee ee ee 
1,200 yds. 320 ee ae ee 
do. Insulating “do. } in. thick, "600 yds. and } in. Rolled Plate. 1,000 
over in one delivery. eae site a 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
1,200 yds. ...-.- at a Patterns, White Group 1 
; os $0 5 Group hc, Reed Li 
0 in. Pinstr' ammerstripe, Reede uminat- 
PAINTS AND DISTEMPER ine on pate Geoup 3 
Delivered London area. » & #s in. er P 
‘eiling Distemper .. oes eee see eee --» per cwt. t in. ee 
Washable Distemper a ” } in. Wired Cast, X ae up to 50in 
Gloss Paint ... -++ per gal. tin. do. do. do. 50in. to 72 in. 
uper Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) ... per cwt. + in. Georgian Wired Cast ‘ 


x 
Ey OY 


of 
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PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over delivered on site per ton 
do. White do. do. do. 
Sirapite Coarse BSS 1191 Class C do. 
Fine do. do. do. 
Browning BSS 1191 Class BB do. 
Board Finish do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads ve 
— Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads 
(White) do. 
Lump Vime (Grey) do. 
do. (White) do. 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1- ‘ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton —s 
Granite Chips, in 6-ton loads aE so 
Hair . -- per cwt. 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base “Board, 3 in. ‘ thick, 
ag over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 
1,200 
do. Tasulating “do. 3 in. thick, 600 yds. and 
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(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
Young Male Labourers. 


| 


Age 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 6th., 1961. 


1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 2. Apprentices. 3. 





London and England, Wales 
Liverpool Dist. | and Scotland 
. de s. d. 

15 33% 6 ’ s 
16 45 0} 1 112 
17 663 0 2 11 

18 100 6 44 


Per cent. of 


| Per cent. of | Londonand /| England, Wales 
Craft Rate 


Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. | 
d. 


3 
8 
6 


24 
10% 
6 


Craftsmen Labourers} 


| s. d. | @o¢ 
England & Wales | 
(Grade A) ... 4&4 
London ... on | 4 
Liverpool and 
District 4 


Region Age 
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Scotland... ...| 5 44 
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NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local offices. _ : 
WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 27s. 6d. in London and Liverpool District. and 26s. 3d. in the provinces. 
FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In all districts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and _ engaged in craft processes is 4s. 1$d. 


per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 3s. 


period, and the woman labourer, 3s. 1 


New Companies 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registra- 
tion agents. 


: (WATNALL) LTp.—Regd. 
March 27, 1961. Watnall Wharf, Watnall, 
Notts. Secy.: June M. Wolfenden. Bidrs. 
of portable and permanent buildings carried 
on as ‘ W. B. Factors,’ at Watnall, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. 

JAMES WALSH & SON (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
March 28, 1961. 62 Cecile Park, N8. Secy.: 
R. H. Morgan. Nom. cap.: £100. 

Cc. S. WATKINS (BUILDERS) LTpD.—Regd. 
March 28, 1961. Barclays Bank-chbrs., 
Abertillery, Mon. Secy.: G. S. Jenkins. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. 

Cc. BRIGGS LTp.—Regd. March 28, 1961. The 
Coppins, Green-la., Scawthorpe, nr. Don- 
caster. Secy.: Mrs. H. M. Briggs. Bldr., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,500. 

DAVID WALKER & Co. LTD.—Regd. March 
28, 1961. Bldg. and cvl. engrg. wks., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: Jill Sellar, 29 
Selworthy-rd., SE6 (clk.). 

R. SHELTON (IBSTOCK) LTD.—Regd. March 
28, 1961. 2 Curzon-st., Ibstock, Leicester. 
Secy.: Lilian W. Woolerton. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. 

T. T. BIRD (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. March 
28, 1961. 30 The Square, St. Annes-on-the- 
Sea, Lancs. Secy.: Marjorie Bird. Nom. 
cap.: £20,000. 

rR. & S. GUEST LTD. 


Ww B. FACTORS 


Regd. March 28, 1961. 
35 Elmdale-st.. W6. Secy.: Margaret Clarke. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 

R. HAGGER LTD.—Regd. March 29, 1961. 
* Sunnyside,’ Hawkinge, Kent. Secy.: Bertha 
E. B. Hagger. Bldrs., and contrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. 

UNILOCK PARTITIONS LTD.—Regd. March 29, 
1961. 157 Victoria-st.. SWl. Secy.: Ronald 
\. Baker. Bildrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £7,500. 

GEO. RICHARDSON & SONS DEWSBURY LTD.— 
Regd. March 29, 1961. Lidgate-wks., Batley 
Carr, Dewsbury. Secy.: M. A. Swallow. 
Bldg. and cvl. engrg. contrs., Nom. 


cap.: £10,000. 
T. F. BRAIN & CO. LTD.—Regd. March 29, 
Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £25,000. 
.: T. F. Brain, 1 Somerdale-view, Rush 
. Bath. 
WEBSTER 
29, 1961. 
yn. Devon. Secy 
: £400. 

W. WIGHAM & SON (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
March 29, 1961. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: 
Humble T. M. Wigham, 39 Sheppard-ter., 
Castletown, Co. Durham. 

Ww H. MILTON (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
March 29, 1961. 17 Gilbert-rd., Kingswood, 
nr. Bristol. Secy.: W. R. Milton. Nom. 


etc. 


(BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
Tudor-hse., Marlpit-la., 
: W. E. Webster. Nom. 


cap.: £10,000. 

A. & C. BURGESS & CO. LTD.—Regd. March 
30, 1961. 35 Ellsworth-rd., High Wycombe, 
Bucks. Secy.: W. Lunn. Pbic. wks., 
contrs., bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £4,000. 

W. A. CHANDLER & SON LTD.—Regd. March 
30, 1961. 43 Bridle-rd., Eastcote, Pinner, 
Middx. Secy.: Florence Chandler. Bldrs., 
etc. Nom. -ap.: £2,000. 

J. SAUNDERS JONES (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
March 30, 1961. 12 Ronaldsway, Rhyl. 
Secy.: Hilda Jones. Nom. cap.: £100. 

E. BARFIELD & CO. LTD.—Regd. March 30, 
1961. 95 Willow-vale, W12. Secy.: Shirley 
Hart. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

HILCO (PRODUCTS) LTD.—Regd. April 4, 
1961. 42 Royal Exchange-chbrs., Boar-la., 
Leeds 1. Secy.: Geoffrey Hill. Bldrs. and 
constrs. and suplrs. of sectional and portable 
bidgs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1 q 

J. SCREENE & CO. LTD.—Regd. April 4, 1961. 
52 Bedford-row, WC. Secy.: Maureen E. 
Screene. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

CLEMENSON (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. April 
4, 1961. 69 Gloucester-pl., Wl. Secy.: M. 
Bennett. Nom. cap.: £100. 


94d. per hour. In Scotland the rate for the woman cr: 


tsman is 4s. 44d. after a probationary 


SUBURBAN CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD.—Regd. 
April 4, 1961. 105 Wakefield-rd., Gildersome, 
nr. Leeds. Secy.: L. Whitehouse. Bildrs. 
and contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

PORTER & CO. (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. April 
4, 1961. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: Desmond 
T. Porter, 275 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley. 

L. A. LOMAS (COVENTRY) LTD.—Regd. April 
4, 1961. 57 Wyken Grange-rd., Coventry. 
Secy.: Winifred A. M. Lomas. Bldr. and 
contr., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 

LAWN HOLDINGS LTD.—Regd. April 4, 1961. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. House and estate bldrs. 
and developers., etc. Dir.: Leonard R. Rees, 
1 Lawn-rd., Southampton. 

BIRD BUILDERS LTD.—Regd. April 4, 1961. 
387 Canal-app., Trundleys-rd., SE8. Secy.: 
E. J. Howlett. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 

c. & P. (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. April 4, 
1961. 13 Prospect-la., Frampton Cotterell, 
Glos. Secy.: Vera M. Clark. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. 

HOLYWELL CONSTRUCTION (ST. ALBANS) LTD. 
—Regd. April 4, 1961. Adelaide-hse., London 
Bridge, EC4. Secy.: T. Dermont. To 
acquire land, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 

E. JEGLA LTD.—Regd. April 4, 1961. Kin- 
fauns, Worthing-rd., Hersham, Sussex. Secy.: 
Halina Jegla. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 


Recent British Trade Marks 


THE FOLLOWING PARTICULARS, which are 
extracts from the ‘ Trade Marks Journal,’ 
are reproduced by kind permission of HM 
Stationery Office. The ‘Trade Marks 
Journal ’ may be obtained from the Patent 
Office, annual subscription £5. 


FEBTONE: 804954. Colouring matters for 
admixture with cement plaster and with the 
like materials. Feb (Great Britain) Ltd., 
Albany-rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester 
21. 


LEOSPRAY: 811892. Bituminous emulsions 
(not in the nature of paints) for application 
in spray form. Lion Emulsions Ltd., 
Bromley-by-Bow, London, E3. 

LEOMAC: 811893. Bituminous emulsions 
(not in the nature of paint). As above. 

LEOSEAL: 811894. As above. 

MAXIMENT: 813961. Non-metallic flooring 
compounds, non-metallic priming and surfac- 
ing materials for use on floors, roofs, decks, 
roads and similar surfaces; and aggregates. 
Burt, Boulton & Haywood Ltd., Brettenham- 
hse., Lancaster-pl., WC2. 

DAVIAN: 807101. Constructional units for 
buildings, made principally of non-metallic 
materials. Davian Building Supplies Ltd., 
Storforth-la., Birdholme, Chesterfield. 

KALEIDOTILE: 809817. Floor tiles and wall 
tiles; flooring materials and wall panelling, 
all composed of tiles; none of the aforesaid 


goods being made of metal. James Halstead 
Ltd., Crow Oak-wks., Off Radcliffe New-rd., 
Whitefield, Manchester. 

PLYMACO: 781881. Timber (other than 
unsawn timber), plywood, wood veneers and 
block boards included in Class 19. The 
London Piywood & Timber Co. Ltd., Wharf- 
rd., Ponders End, Middlesex. 

STORMWAX: B803070. Paints, varnishes 
and lacquers all for use as preservatives and 
all containing wax. L. E. Mockford, Long- 
acre, Great Woodcote Park, Purley, Surrey. 

AVLAM: 805489. Non-metallic building 
materials. Aviam Ltd., 20 Angel Factory 
Colony, Upper Edmonton, N18. 

PUMILUX: 809604. Parts included in Class 
19 of buildings and being goods made of con- 
crete and transperent materials or wholly or 
principally of concrete. John Headley 
(London) Ltd., 32 Shaftesbury-ave., W1. 

GLITSEAL: 809297, Lacquers for applica- 
tion to furniture and to wooden panelling. 
AMEL (Metals) Ltd., 19 The Crescent, Ilford, 
Essex. 

STRAMAX: 807202. Non-metallic ceiling 
panels having cooling, sound absorption and 
heat insulating properties. Stramax AKt., 
Sihfeldstrasse 10, Zurich 3, Switzerland. 

VERBORISED: 813618. Boards and panels all 
composed of fibrous cellulosic materials for 
building or decoration or for use in the 
manufacture of furniture; timber (other than 
unsawn timber). Borax Consolidated Ltd., 
Carlisle-pl., SW1. 
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News In Brief 


Settlement in Brickfields Dispute 
‘HE MONTH-OLD DISPUTE in the brickfields 
of Bedfordshire and Peterborough was 
ended last week when the unions accepted 
an offered increase of 24d. an hour, 
naking a basic rate of 4s. 6d. Previously, 
on March 21, employers in the Fletton 
brick industry had made an offer of 14d. 
n hour in response to the unions’ demand 
for 4d. an hour. The men then threatened 
trike action which was to have been put 
1to operation on Monday, April 24. It 
; apparent that the employers were con- 
erned that these demands should have 
een made so closely following the last 
yages settlement, which took place in 
November, and the effect it would have 
cn costs. Because of this, last week’s 
offer of a 24d. increase was not entirely 
ithout strings and the unions have 
egreed to a standstill in wage rates for 
twelve months. It is hoped that this will 
cive the industry a period of stability. 


Housing Manager for Southampton 


R. B. C. BAKER, housing manager at New- 
port, Monmouthshire, for nine years, is 
leaving to take up similar duties at 
© outhampton. 


The Late Mr. Stewart Mitchell 


E REGRET to announce the death of Mr. 
Stewart Mitchell, the founder of the 
General Asphalte Company, Ltd., in his 
58th year. 


Wood Preserving Association 


\T THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
British Wood Preserving Association 
held on April 19, Mr. Bernard Hickson, 
chairman of Hickson & Welch Ltd., re- 
tired from the office of president and Mr. 
W. E. Vesey, chairman and managing 
director of Christie & Vesey Ltd., and 
immediate past-president of the Timber 
Trade Federation of the United Kingdom 
was elected for the year 1961/62. Mr. 
C. E. Carey, who is in charge of the 
chemical products of the South Eastern 
Gas Board, was elected deputy president. 
Mr. L. W. Blundell, MSc, ARCS, who is 
controller of by-products to the North 
Thames Gas Board, Mr. F. P. Robson, 
managing director of Armstrong, Addi- 
son & Co. Ltd., and Mr. C. S. White, 
FRIBA, were elected vice-presidents. 


New Offices for Design Staff 


BERNARD SUNLEY AND SONS LTD. announce 
that their technical design staff is now 
operating from Sunley Works, Maylands- 
avenue, Hemel Hempstead, and would 
welcome copies of trade literature, cata- 
logues, etc. 


The Late Mr. T. H. Telling 


THE DEATH took place of Mr. T. H. 
Telling, joint managing director of W. A. 
Telling, Ltd., the plasterwork specialists, 
or April 15. 


Traffic Segregation Exhibition 


AT THE INVITATION of the National Swedish 
Institute for Building Research, the Traffic 
Segregation Research Exhibition collected 
and designed by Mr. Paul Ritter, ARIBA, 


is to be shown at Stockholm from May 
12-25 and in Gothenburg from May 29-31. 
Mr. Ritter has been invited to lecture in 
both towns during the times of the exhi- 
bition. The panels of some 80 schemes 
to be shown in Sweden have been freshly 
mounted and enlarged after their success- 
ful exhibition in Amsterdam and the 
Bouwcentrum at Rotterdam. 


Large Pike from Gravel Pit 


ONE OF THE LARGEST PIKE ever to be 
caught in this country has won the 
SAGA Trophy (a mounted mammoth’s 
tooth at least 10,000 years old) and a prize 
of £20 for Bill Harmsworth of Chichester. 
It weighed 34 Ibs. 1 oz. (the English record 
is 37 lbs. 8 oz.) and was caught at a 
gravel pit in Chichester. Mr. Harms- 
worth had to use his gaff to get it out of 
the water and when it had been weighed, 
he spent three hours ‘nursing’ it in 
shallow water until the fish was strong 
enough to return to the lake. The com- 
petition is promoted by the Sand and 
Gravel Association of Great Britain 
among clubs fishing wet gravel pits. 


Worthing’s Staff Predicament 


BECAUSE OF AN ACUTE SHORTAGE Of staff 
in the borough engineer’s office at Worth- 
ing, Sussex, the Town Council is inviting 
retired engineers living in the area to take 
up temporary appointments. At the 
moment there are 7 vacancies for assistant 
engineers. These posts were advertised, 
but failed to attract suitably qualified 
men. The Council also gave authority for 
outside surveyors to be engaged for pri- 
vate street works ‘ if, on information from 
other local authorities, this course is 
expedient.’ 


NCB Sales Drive 


‘AMAZING SUCCESS” in the National Coal 
Board’s drive for domestic central heating 
on solid fuel was claimed by Mr. Alfred 
Robens, Chairman of the Board, at a 
recent Press conference in London. He 
had just opened an old Victorian house in 
Pimlico newly-converted into two maison- 
ettes and a bed-sitting room equipped 
with modern solid fuel appliances for 
space and water heating and, in one case, 
cooking. He told the conference that 
equipment manufacturers and coal dis- 
tributors everywhere were reporting a 
steady increase in business. The cam- 
paign is part of the Board’s determination 
to maintain the market for domestic solid 
fuel at the present level of 30m. tons a 
year. 


European Promotional Work on Lead 


A SERIES OF EXPLORATORY MEETINGS was 
held in London on April 5 and 6 to dis- 
cuss European promotional work on lead. 
The meetings were attended by heads of 
lead development associations in France, 
Germany, Great Britain, Italy and a repre- 
sentative from the Belgian lead industry. 
The work of each association was dis- 
cussed and an exchange of views took 
place on the main uses of lead in each 
country. Possible new applications such 
as sound attenuation, were explored and 
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it was agreed that samples of publications 
should be exchanged. Plans were made 
for a further co-operation and at the invi- 
tation of the Istituto Italiano del Piomo e 
dello Zinco a further meeting will be held 
at Rome next September. 


Builders’ Visit to Russia 


SIX commercial and technical specialists 
from the Taylor Woodrow group of build- 
ing and civil engineering companies re- 
turned from Russia on April 18 after 
seeing buildings and civil engineering 
works and visiting research and technical 
institutions at the invitation of the USSR 
State Committee for Construction in a 
two weeks’ stay. The party was in Kiev on 
April 12, the day that the Russian space 
flight was made. The visit was in return 
for one made to Taylor Woodrow last 
year by members of the USSR State Com- 
mittee for Construction. 


Personal Column 


Fablon Limited have appointed Mr. C. G. 
BEVAN marketing manager for all the firm’s 
products; MR. A. J. MUNN as home sales man- 
ager, with responsibility for all products; 
MR. G. D. SUMMERS as assistant sales manager, 
consumer products, and MR. A. E. SKIPPER 
assistant sales manager, building and indus- 
trial products. 

MR. NORMAN PLOUGH has joined Aygee Ltd. 
as a senior representative in the company’s 
metal window and curtain wall division. 

MR. RICHARD H. F. TROWER, who with his 
father, MR. R. F. TROWER, founded Stack Pro- 
tection Ltd., in 1957, has been appointed 
managing director of the company under its 
new name, Drix Products Ltd., manufac- 
turers of polythene covers for industry. Mr. 
R. EDWARD COLLINS is the company’s new 
sales manager. 

MR. D. ALISON has joined Braithwaite & Co. 
Engineers Ltd., as a senior executive on the 
technical staff. He will be based at the com- 
pany’s West Bromwich factory. 

A further development in the heating 
activities of E. K. Cole Ltd., Sussex (Ekco), 
has been the formation of a new company, 
Ekco Heating & Electrical Ltd. and to market 
the range of heating equipment and electric 
blankets. The full board of directors is as 
follows: MR. W. M. YORK, chairman; MR. C. B. 
CLELAND, director and general manager; MR. 
A. J. BRUNKER; MR. S. A. CLODD; MR. E. WALLEY. 

MR. EDWIN H. BEAUMONT, Sales director of 
Evode Ltd., of Stafford, has been appointed 
to the board of Evomastics Ltd., an associate 
company. 

British Plimber Ltd. have appointed mr. 
S. V. GORTON general manager, with effect 
from April 1, 1961. Simultaneously, mr. 
E. L. LEES, who for some years was the chief 
accountant, has been appointed secretary of 
the company. 


Company News 


JOSIAH PARKES & SONS LTD. recommend the 
payment of a final dividend of 11 per cent 
(less tax) for the year ended December 31. 

ACROW (ENGINEERS) LTD. have declared a 
second quarterly dividend of 124 per cent 
(less tax) on the ordinary shares of the com- 
pany for the year ended March 31, 1961. 

BOULTON & PAUL LTD. recommend the pay- 
ment of a final dividend of 74 per cent (less 
tax) on the ordinary shares of the company 
for the year ended September 30, 1960. 

At a meeting of AUSTINS OF EAST HAM LTD., 
held recently, it was resolved that an interim 
dividend of 74 per-cent (less tax) in respect 
of the year ended March 31, 1961 be paid on 
the issued ordinary share capital of the 
company. 

DUSSEK BROTHERS & CO. LTD. recommend 
the payment of a final dividend of 15 per 
cent (less tax), making a total of 20 per cent 
for the year, on the shares of the company 
for the year ended December 31, 1960. 





Weekend Course for Foremen 
Brixton School's Annual Event 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


THE BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING have 
again held their annual week-end course 
for general foremen, the fourth, at Shore- 
ditch Training College, Cooper’s Hill, 
Egham, Surrey. The course is a supple- 
ment to the normal two-year certificate 
course in foremanship studies held at the 
School. With the chairman of the School's 
Governors, Mr. R. G. Norman, the prin- 
cipal, Mr. D. A. G. Reid, the head of the 
Building Trades Department, Mr. E. J. 
Elmes, members of staff and 25 foremen 
from 20 firms assembled at the Training 
College on Friday evening, April 7. 

The purpose of the School offering a 
week-end course is to provide an oppor- 
tunity for the men to meet, under pleasant 
conditions, personalities in the building 
industry to discuss, formally and infor- 
mally, topics associated with their work. 

The course was opened by Mr. P. E. 
TRENCH, Director NFBTE, speaking on 
‘Training and the General Foreman.’ 
Mr. Trench lived up to his reputation for 
forthrightness, and made what must be 
a lasting impression on all the men attend- 
ing. His paper (reproduced in ‘The 
Builder’ of Avril 14) forecast the great 
change the building industry was under- 
going; in fact, he said, a revolution was 
taking place. So confident was he of his 
convictions that he offered to return in 
three years time to show even greater 
changes. 

MR. H. J. CRUICKSHANK, Managing direc- 
tor of Gilbert-Ash Ltd., with Mr. D. W. 
Daniel, of Wates Ltd., in the chair, 
opened the Saturday morning session 
speaking on ‘Communication in the 
Building Industry.’ Outlining his own 
introduction to the building industry and 
the value he placed on his site experience, 
he was, at the outset, able to have the 
confidence of his audience. He proceeded 
to show the lines of communication of a 
large building firm and, in particular, the 
place of the general foreman. To assume 
the important role of general foreman, he 
commented on the attributes required of 
him, not the least, his integrity and as his 
firm’s ambassador. 


Ability to Act 


Then followed a talk by MR. G. A. D. 
ROBERTS of H. Fairweather and Co. Ltd.. 
with Mr. W. N. Rumsby, of James Car- 
michael, in the chair, on ‘ Builders’ 
Plant and, in Particular, Excavating.’ 
This is the third vear Mr. Roberts has 
addressed the course and, as on previous 
occasions, he had such a wealth of infor- 
mation to impart, and the men found it 
so full of interest that he overran the time 
allotted. 

The course was then fortunate in having 
MR. D. A. NEALE, secretary of the Institute 
of Builders, with Mr. Gerald Hill, of 
Higgs and Hill Ltd., in the chair. speak- 
ing on * The General Foreman and the 
Institute of Builders.” In his own clear 
and concise manner, Mr. Neale presented 
the new structure of the Institute of 
Builders and, in particular, how it would 
affect the general foreman. 


Sunday morning was devoted to the re- 
lationship of the general foreman with 
sub-contractors and a resident engineer. 
MR. R. GINN, Of Clark and Fenn, spoke on 
plastering; MR. J. STANIFORTH, of Amal- 
gamated Asphalte Co., on asphalting; MR. 
D. N. DEVENISH, of R. J. Audrey Ltd., on 
plumbing; and MR. C. DAVIES, of Travers 
Morgan and Partners, as the resident 
engineer, with Mr. R. G. Norman in the 
chair. 

After each had outlined his place on 
a building contract, the members of the 
course were invited to put their ques- 
tions to the panel. From the questions 
asked and the general discussion that fol- 
lowed, the session proved to be well 
worthwhile including in the course, and a 
‘must’ for future occasions. 


Direct Labour Scheme 
Exceeds Estimates 


Stoke Newington Flats Cost Extra 
£71,000 


STOKE NEWINGTON BOROUGH COUNCIL has 
received a report from its Works and 
Buildings Committee on the extra costs 
involved in the construction of 121 flats 
and four houses in the Council’s Lord- 
ship-lane direct labour scheme. Follow- 
ing is the committee’s report on the 
matter. which the Council has heen 
recommended to adopt: 

‘We have now received from the quan- 
tity surveyors details of the final cost of 
this scheme and have considered in con- 
junction therewith the report of the 
Borough Treasurer. It will be observed 
that the certified final cost of this de- 
velopment amounts to £273,757 12s. 3d. 
whereas the actual cost is 
£316,048 15s. 5d. 

*We are examining the position very 
closely. We recognise that this increased 
cost is attributable to an extent to the 
change of control that took place during 
the course of the work, and to the in- 
evitable delay that followed the difficul- 
ties which were encountered in the early 
stages. Nevetheless we are pursuing in- 
quiries into the matter and taking all steps 
open to us with a view to ensuring that 
a repetition of the circumstances which 
gave rise to the present situation does not 
occur. We have advised the Housing and 
Finance Committees accordingly. 

‘In the meantime we have passed a 
supplementary estimate to the Finance 
Committee in the sum of £71,183, which 
is the difference between the loan sanc- 
tion already held and the expenditure on 
the scheme as a whole; it is made up as 
follows:’ 


£ 
18,757 
42,291 
1,131 


Approved extras on contract 

Additional cost of building contract 

Cost of ancillary works 

Additional cost of fees and Clerk of 
Works 

Additional cost of site 


2,567 
6,437 
£71,183 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondents 


AUSTRALIA. — The Government has 
authorised the Snowy Mountains 
Authority to call for tenders for the firs 
big job in the next major stage of the 
scheme. This will include three tunnels 
totalling 31 miles, three dams, and e 
760,000kw power station, the largest ir 
the scheme. The first units of thi 
station are expected to come into opera 
tion during 1966. 


CHILE.—A milk processing plant, th 
largest of its kind in Chile, will be con 
structed at Temuco, in the Province o! 
Cautin. The total cost will be financed 
under the Plan de Fomento Lechero and 
is expected to be about 1,100,000 
escudos, of which some 600,000 escudo 
will go on machinery. Arrangements fo 
calling public tenders for the supply o 
this machinery were approved by CON 
FIN, the Sonsejo de Fomento e Invest 
gaciones Agricolas, of the Ministry « 
Agriculture. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.—A new town 
being developed at Higuey is to have its 
public buildings provided before popu- 
lation is expanded. These will consist of 
a central post and telegraphs building 
schools, law courts, police station, publi: 
works office, and local governmeni 
centre. This central nucleus has already 
been contracted to a number of local 
firms and will cost $4m.... A new group 
of 433 houses for agricultural settlements 
will be built this year. Total cost wil! 
exceed $353,000. .. . An £18m. scheme 
which will allow 300,000 acres of land at 
present liable to flooding to be fully cul- 
tivated is to be commenced at once. The 
project will involve the digging of a two- 
mile canal 180 ft. wide and 20 ft. deep 
which will allow the River Yuna to dis- 
charge flood water into Samana Bay. The 
canal and associated drainage systems 
will allow a large area to be feclaimed. 
The river will be made navigable to Villa 
Riva and a new port will be constructed 
at its mouth which will be connected to 
the Sanchez-Vega railway. The US 
firm of Reynolds, Smith and Hill under- 
took the engineering study and tenders 
are being invited by the Government. 

NIGERIA.—Turner & Newall Ltd. intend 
to build a factory at Emene, seven miles 
from Enugu, the capital of the Eastern 
Region. It will produce, eventually, 
17,000 tons of asbestos products a year. 
The new factory will cover 120,000 sq. ft. 
on a site of 16 acres. The new public 
company formed to operate the factory 
is Turners Asbestos Cement (Nigeria) 
Ltd. 

NIGERIA.—The main contractors have 
now been appointed by Arthur Guinness 
Son & Co. Ltd. for their new brewery to 
be built on a 14-acre site at Ikeja, nezr 
Lagos. Plans are being prepared by the 
brewery company’s own = rchitect 
department and it is expected that con 
struction will be completed by Octobe 
1962. The main contractors alread 
appointed are Taylor Woodrow (Nigeri 





THE BUILDER April 28 1961 


Ltd. who will be responsible for civil 
engineering generally, including site 
clearance, roads effluent, factory build- 
ings, canteens and office blocks. 


NYASALAND.—A rest house for migrant 
workers travelling from the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland to the Union of 
South Africa is to be built at Limbe, 
Nyasaland. It will cost £29,000, of which 
60 per cent will be provided by the 
(Inited Kingdom Government from the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Fund 
end the balance by the Nyasaland Govern- 
ment. The building will consist of 
dormitory and reception blocks. The 
cormitories will cost £23,000 and will have 
rooms for 144 people in six wings. Each 
wing will be divided into four inter- 
connected rooms holding six people. 


RHODESIA AND NYASALAND.—An exten- 
on of African agricultural education at 
fonze Agricultural Training School is 
-ing planned. There is a provision of 
ver £20,000 in capital funds, and the 
iternational Co-operation Administra- 
on has been asked for $150.000 to carry 
out the work on a bigger scale. 


SPAIN.—Celulosas de Cuenca has re- 
iested authorisation to expand the pro- 
uction of pulp and kraft paper products. 
he expansion is expected to cost 
£7934m. pesetas, and loans will be 
sought in Spain and abroad. 


UGANDA.—Braithwaite & Co. Structural 
have been awarded the contract to supply 

steel superstructure for the new bridge 

ross the Nile at Karuma Falls. The 
project, which is sponsored by the 
Ministry of Works, Uganda, comprises 
three continuous welded plate girder 
spans totalling 275 ft. to carry a 24 ft. 
roadway. 


WESTERN GERMANY.—A new theatre is 
to be built at Bayreuth to replace the 
Stadthalle. It will have seating capacity 
for about 1,000 and for other events there 
will be room for a further 2,000. The 
new building will cost DM7m. and is 
scheduled for completion in 2 years. 


Australian Building Research 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS by the Division of 
Building Research of the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation, Australia, are ‘ Failures of 
Floor-Surfacing Material on Concrete 
Slabs: Their Causes and Prevention’; a 
second paper on ‘Studies in Tile Bond- 
ing’ which describes the effect of a layer 
of neat cement on the strength of the 
tile/mortar bond; and a paper dealing 
with ‘Some of the Special Problems of 
Floor Design from the Safety Aspect.’ 
Copies may be obtained from CSIRO at 
Melbourne, Victoria. 

A congress on Australian building re- 
search is to be held at Monash Univer- 
sity, Victoria, on August 16 and 17. 
Architects, builders, research workers and 
others will discuss papers dealing with 
moisture in materials; new structural and 

sign techniques in timber, concrete, 
teel and plastics; cracking in masonry 
valls and concrete; and curtain walls. 

e congress is being arranged by 
Australian building research organisations 
nd contributions of papers on the fields 
© be discussed are to be invited. Further 


details from the Acting Chief, Division 
of Building Research, CSIRO, Graham- 
road, Highett, S21, Victoria, Australia. 


Building Centre for Johannesburg 


LAURIE WALE (PTY.) LTD., owners of build- 
ing centres in the Union of South Africa 
and Rhodesia, are to open a building 
centre at Johannesburg. 


Drop in South African Building Plans 


UP-TO-DATE FIGURES for building plans 
passed by municipalities in the 18 
principal urban areas of the Union of 
South Africa during January and February 
of this year are reported from Johannes- 
burg by Barclays Bank DCO to reflect a 
building programme (sanctioned in this 
two-month period) which will cost 
R12.9m. This is a considerably lower total 
than that recorded for the similar period 
last year which amounted to R18.6m. 
Almost the entire decrease, adds the 
Bank, can be ascribed to a fall in the 
value of plans passed in respect of flats 
and other dwellings (other than houses), 
figures in respect of which dropped by no 
less than R5.1m. from last year’s total of 
R7.2m. (One Rand = 10s.) 


Industrial Dispute in S. Australia 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA had one of the biggest 
stoppages in its building industry for 
many years on March 27, when over 2,000 
building industry workers attended a stop- 


SCOTTISH 
BUILDER 


Glasgow Institute of Architects 

MR. D. R. SMITH has been re-elected for 
a second term as President of the Glasgow 
Institute of Architects. Messrs. A. H. 
Livingstone, H. J. D. Hamilton and T. B. 
Main, were’ elected vice-presidents. 
Members of council appointed were J. A. 
Kirkwood, N. R. Johnston, C. Fyfe, J. A. 
Coia and W. H. Sanders. 


Housing Expenditure 

PAISLEY has spent over £17,600,000 on 
building municipal houses in the town, 
according to figures given by the Burgh 
Factor, Mr. M. Smith, in his annual 
report for 1960. Of capital expenditure, 
£2,800,000 has been repaid, leaving 
£14,800,000 outstanding. 


New Buildings 


ABERDOUR (Fife).—Moray Estates De- 
velopment Co. are planning a new town 
here. Planning approval in principle has been 
given by Fife County Planning Committee. 
An existing mansion house will become a 
clubhouse for the estate and part of the poli- 
cies will become playing and sports fields. 
The harbour will be replanned to become 
headquarters of a sailing club. A main 
attraction of this new 500-acre township pro- 
ject is that the Aberdour estate is within 
35 miles of Edinburgh and will have direct 
access when the new Forth road bridge is 
completed. 

CUMBERNAULD.—The Cumbernauld De- 
velopment Corporation are planning at 
Garbrain three and four housing develop- 
ments. The project involves 443 houses of 
different types, the contract commencing in 


829 


work meeting at Adelaide to protest 
against the refusal of employers to grant 
an industry allowance and other allow- 
ances. The stoppage, lasting for 24 hours, 
was said to be the biggest of its kind in 
the state for 35 years. 


Purchase of Australian Company 


MR, E. G. BROOKS, MIHVE, managing direc- 
tor of Thomas Potterton Ltd., the heating 
appliance manufacturers, is on a six-week 
visit to Australia. He has announced 
from Sydney the purchase of an Austra- 
lian manufacturing and distributing com- 
pany as part of a planned extension of 
the company’s overseas activities. The 
company purchased, Grahame Industries 
Pty. Ltd., has two factories in Sydney, 
one being a semi-mechanised foundry 
and the other including machine, 
vitreous enamelling, and assembly shops 
and office accommodation. The com- 
pany, which now becomes Potterton 
Industries Pty. Ltd., manufactures solid 
fuel ranges, enclosed solid fuel grates, 
instantaneous gas water heaters. It acts 
as Australian distributor for ‘ Potterton’ 
gas-fired boilers for the Australian mar- 
ket, The Australian company will now 
manufacture these appliances at Sydney. 
The board of directors will be a balance 
between the existing Australian manage- 
ment with technical know-how from 
Britain. 


early Autumn, 1961, completion within 21 
months, with bonus/penalty agreements. 
Several works contract. Applications to Chief 
Architects, Cumbernauld House, Cumber- 


nauld. 

EAST KILBRIDE.—Lanarkshire Fifth Dis- 
trict Council are to build swimming baths at 
East Kilbride, subject to approval from the 
Secretary of State for Scotland. There will 
be a main pool, children’s pool, slipper baths, 
turkish baths, club rooms, restaurant, sun 
terrace and a car park. There will be seat- 
ing accommodation for 750 persons along 
the north side of the pool. 

GLASGOW.—The Corporation plan _ to 
build 3,000 houses on waste ground at Sight- 
hill, and the £15 million project has been 
approved by the Housing Committee of the 
Corpn. There are 67 acres, known locally 
as the ‘Soda waste.’ Used originally as a 
chemical trade dump, it will require com- 
plete removal of the waste to reach firm 
foundation for the multi-storey blocks which 
are proposed. The scheme is planned as a 
self-contained town, with a population of 
12,000 housed, many of them in 25-storey 
blocks. Community centres, schools, 
churches and parking facilities for 1,000 cars 
are involved. An industrial estate is also 
proposed. Mr. G. Bowie, of Crudens, Ltd., 
of Musselburgh, is leading the architectural 
team concerned with this project. 

LANARKSHIRE.—A £12,750 footbridge 
is to be built at Salsburgh over the A8 
Glasgow-Edinburgh road, to link a housing 
development area to the south of the trunk 
road with the shopping area in Salsburgh. 
The Lanarkshire Welding Company, of 
Wishaw, will build the 250-ft. bridge with a 
70-ft. main span over the road, and it is 
expected to be ready by the end of August. 

MUSSELBURGH. — Scottish Omnibuses 
Ltd. are to build a £20,000 extension to their 
existing bus depot at Musselburgh. The 
former Central Cinema is being demolished 
to make way for this project. 

RENFREWSHIRE CC.—Erection of 40 
40 houses at Neilston. Several works con- 
tract. County Engineer, 16 Backsneddon-st., 
Paisley. 

ST. ANDREWS.—TC are to take out 
schedules for 100 new houses to be built in 
the next few years. Dept. of Health ap- 
proval has been granted. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (a) are advertised in this number. The 
latest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
‘ppears above each paragraph The symbol (Rr) 
preceding each entry indicates that applications must 
be received by this date 


BUILDING 


MAY I 

(aR) PLYMOUTH CITY C.—Erection of 
two shops, two flats and six garages at South- 
way. City A. Dep. £3 3s. 

(ar) TURTON UDC.—Firm price tenders 
for 26 aged persons’ dwellings and communal 
rooms. J. C. Prestwich & Sons, architects, 
Bradshawgate-chbrs., Leigh, Lancs. 


MAY 
(ar) SOUTHAMPTON CBC.—Erection of 
ten shops and 13 dwellings at Harefield 
estate. Boro’ E&S. 


MAY 3 

(ar) ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE BC.—Pro- 
posed new ‘bus station and ancillary build- 
ings. J. Kershaw, architect, 28 Albert-st., 
Bardsley, Oldham, Lancs. 

(ak) WOKING UDC.—Erection of 12 old 
people's flatlets at Knaphill. E&S. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by June 19. 

(ak) WOKING UDC. - 
dwellings at Maybury estate. 
£2 2s. Tenders by July 3. 


-Erection of 58 
E&S Dep. 


MAY 4 

(aR) NEWCASTLE REGIONAL HOS- 
PITAL BD.—Erection of pre-discharge ward 
_ - Dryburn Hospital, Durham. Sec. 
to C 

(aR) SURREY CC. 
and kitchen at Valley 
Chobham. County A. 


hall 


sch., 


New assembly 
End CoE prim. 


5 


MAY 
(aR) MANCHESTER CITY C.—Fixed price 
tenders for the modernisation of Princess-rd. 


bus depot. Gen. Mgr. Tenders by May 22. 

(AR) OXFORDSHIRE CC.—Erection 
new prim. sch. at Tower Hill, Witney. 
Banks, Architect, 5 London-rd., Bicester, 
Oxfordshire. 

MAY 6 

(aR) MALDEN & COOMBE BC. — Pro- 
posed extensions to Manor Park, New 
Maldon. Boro’ E&S. 

(aR) PLYMOUTH CITY C. 
90 flats and 25 garages at Ker-st., 
City A. Dep. £3 3s. 

Y8 


MA 

(aR) BEDS. CC.—(a) Erection of fire 
station at Leighton Buzzard (approx. cost 
£20,000); (b) erection to two small extensions 
at police station, Leighton Buzzard (approx. 
cost £2,000); alterations and extensions to 
youth hut (approx. = £2,000). (Fixed price 
tenders.) County A. 

(ark) NORTHAMPTONSHIRE CC.—Erec- 
tion of a woodwork room at Magdalen Col- 
lege School. County 

(AR) PORTSMOUTH CITY C.—Erection 
of five houses and 16 garages at Malins-rd. 
City A. Dep. £1. 


—Erection of 
Devonport. 


MAY 9 
(ar} WATFORD BC.—Additional build- 
ings and alterations to existing buildings at 
Corporation depot, Wiggenhall-rd. Boro’ 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 10 
(ar) DURHAM CC.—Erection of various 
police houses and garages on several sites. 
County A. 
CO. WATERFORD (Eire).—Proposed fac- 
tory at Tycor Waterford for Messrs. Munster 
Chipboard Ltd. J. Colman Healy, 46 Upper 
Mount-st., Dublin. Dep. £26 5s. 
MAY 15 
DUBLIN (Eire).—Erection of factory and 
office oe at Ballyfermot for Precision 
Allo Ltd Austin F. Reddy, chartered 


quantity —. 22 Upper Pembroke:-st., 
Dublin. Dep. £50 

(A) WOKING UDC.—Demolition of Imber 
and Sayes cottages and the Sheer House 
Hotel, West Byfleet. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 17 

(4) MALDON RDC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of 22 garages at The Glebe, 
Purleigh and Elysian-gdns., Tollesbury. E&sS. 

(ar) YEOVIL BC.—Erection of four shops, 
two bedsitting flats and six maisonettes. 
Boro’ S. 


MA 
(A) BARNSTAPLE BC.—Erection of 42 
dwellings at Forches estate. Boro’ S. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
MAY 19 

(ak) HARROW BC.—Inclusion in selected 
list of building contrs. TC. 

(aA) LETCHWORTH UDC. — Firm price 
tenders for new store building at Icknield- 
way east. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

(A) OLDHAM BC.—Fixed price tenders for 
the erection of 76 dwellings at Littlemoor-la. 
redevelopment. Cameron & \ semana 21 
Mumps, Oldham. Dep. £2 

(aR) TAUNTON JOINT BURIAL COM.— 
Erection of Taunton Deane crematorium at 
Wellington-rd., Taunton. R. Potter & R. 
Hare, architects, De Vaux house, Salisbury, 
Wilts. Dep. £2 7 


AY 23 
(A) LEICESTER ¢ CITY C.—Final phase of 
extensions to Wyggeston boys’ sch. City A. 
? 


ep. £2. 

(4) MACCLESFIELD CBC.—Firm price 
tenders for 60 dwellings and 12 garages on 
various sites (three contracts). Boro’ A. 
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Dep. £2 2s. (each contract). 
MAY 24 
(aA) SHREWSBURY BC.—Fixed price 
tenders for the erection of seven shops and 
seven dwellings at Harlescott Grange 
Shrewsbury. Boro’ S. Dep. £2 2s 


Y 26 
(A) GT. YARMOUTH CBC.—Fixed pric: 
tenders for: (a) 45 dwellings and 13 garages 
at Granville-rd., Cobholm; (b) eight garages, 
etc., at Tolhouse-st. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 29 
(aA) MIDDLESBROUGH CBC.—Erection « 
28 houses, two flats and 17 garages at Easte: 
side. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s 
(a) STAINES UDC. — Construction oi 
sports pavilion at Long-la., Stanwell. E&: 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 31 


(aA) CARDIFF CITY C.—Fixed price 
tenders for the erection of 324 dwellings in 
five contracts at Caerau-la., Ely. City A 
Dep. £2 2s. (each contract). a 

E 5 

(a) CROYDON CBC.—Erection of for 
houses and 24 flats at Leighton-st., Summer- 
gdns. and St. James’s-rd., Boro’ E 

(a) WOOD GREEN BC.—Fixed price ter- 
ders for: (a) 52 flats at Winkfield /Acaciz- 
rds. (b) 52 flats at Commerce-rd. area. 
Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 12 

(A) LIVERPOOL CITY C.—Erection of 
two sem-detached houses and two detached 
bungalows at Frongoch. Water E. 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
ETC. 


MAY 8 
(aR) BASILDON UDC.—Exterior painting 

of certain groups of properties within dis- 
trict. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 9 
IRELAND HOUSING 
repainting of: (a) 263 
dwellings at Londonderry (Creggan 1); (b) 
223 dwellings and 8 garages at Suffolk. 
Offices of the ~~. o Hope-st., Belfast. 

A 


16 
(A) BIRMINGHAM CITY C.—Fixed price 
tenders for the replacement of the west end 
lift at Council House, Birmingham 1. City 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


(a) OXFORD CITY C.—Internal redecora- 
tion of school premises. City A & Planning 
Officer. - 


MAY 
(a) GT. YARMOUTH CBC.—Supply of 
materials in connection with improvements 
to 62 pre-war Council houses. Housing Mgr. 
MAY 23 
(4) SUNDERLAND CBC.—Painting work 
at several educational premises. Director 
of Ed. 


NORTHERN 
TRUST.—External 


MAY 31 

(A) BATH CITY C.—Installation of oil- 
fired central heating system at Nos. 3, 4 and 
5 North Parade ~— S of Corporate 
Property. Dep. £2 2 

(A) FAVERSHAM “BC — ‘Supply, delivers 
and erection of 17 pre-cast concrete garages 
at Lion Field, Ospringe. Boro’ 

NO DATE 

(aA) BRISTOL.—Demolition of the old 
‘Western Daily Press’ building fronting 
Baldwin-st. Alec. F. French & Ptnrs., Pearl 
Assurance House, Queen-sq., Bristol 1. 

(A) MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT. 
Finishings to ventilation buildings and ser- 
vices at The Dartford Tunnel. Mott, Hay 
& Anderson, 9 Iddesleigh-hse., Caxton-s'.. 
SWI. Dep. £50. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


MAY 15 
BUXTON BC.—Supplying and laying ct! 
binder only for surface dressing approx. 
34,000 sa. yd. of carriageway on various 
roads in Borough. Boro’ 
MAY 19 
HENLEY RDC.—Construction of appro 
4,003 vd. of small-diameter sewers, and oth 
ancillary work at Goring-on-Thames. 





THE BUILDER April 28 1961 


Humphreys & Sons, engrs., West-st., Epsom, 
Surrey. Dep. £5 5s. 

WEST KESTEVEN RDC.—Laying of about 
5,500 yd. of 6-in. and 9-in. dia. pipe sewers, 
1,800 yd. of 5-in. spun-iron pipe rising mains, 
and the construction of two pumping stations 
and a sewage disposal works comprising 
settlement tank, bacterial filter 55 ft. dia., 
humus tank, sludge drying beds and pump- 
ing station, near Long Bennington, eight 
miles north-west of Grantham. Elliott & 
Brown, constg. engrs., Stanley-hse., Pelham- 
rd., Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


HAMMERSMITH.—Housing.—The LCC 
Parks Com. have decided to acquire a site 
in Leffern-rd., Hammersmith, comprising 28 
houses, two shops with living accommodation 
ead a cleared site which, together with a 
cnall site which will be dealt with under 
sum clearance and an_ intervening road 
(vhich will be closed), will provide an area 
cf nearly two acres for the first stage of an 
coen space which will eventually cover nearly 

acres. The cost of acquisition (including 
c earance, partial redevelopment and other 
i-cidentals) is £45,000. ae 

HOUNSLOW. — Office Building. — Plans 
Lave been proposed for a ten-storey office 
biilding on a site at London-rd. by the Rod- 
vell Group at a cost of £600,000. The scheme 
is to be the subject of a public inquiry 
s ortly. 

ISLINGTON. — Compulsory Purchase 
Crders.—Islington MBC has passed compul- 
sory purchase order resolutions in connec- 
tion with the acquisition, costing £41,5000, 
0: 257-277 Essex-rd., the development of 
waich by the erection of some 52 dwellings 
will form a natural extension of Eric Fletcher 
Court and Sickert Court. The Council has 
appointed Messrs. E. . P. Monson, 
A ARIBA, architects for the scheme, and 
Oswald E. Parratt & Ptnrs. as quantity 
surveyors. ; 

WESTMINSTER. — Building Site. — The 
Bernard Sunley Investment Trust have paid 
£64,000 for a cleared freehaid site suitable for 
development at 10 Carteret-st., London, SW, 
in the sale of which D. E. & J. Levy were 
associated with Jones, Lang, Wootton & Son. 

WESTMINSTER.—Parking Places.—Oscar 
Garry & Ptnrs., architects, have been ap- 
pointed by Westminster City C to prepare 
a sketch design of a scheme for the erection 
of a multi-storey parking place, with a petrol 
station, shops and offices, etc., on a site 
bounded by Whitcomb-st./Orange-st./Oxen- 
don-st./Panton-st. The Council are to 
acquire a Compulsory Purchase order for 
properties within the designated site. . . . 
City C have appointed H. V. Lobb & Ptnrs., 
architects, to prepare a sketch plan for the 
erection of parking places at Saville Row/ 
Old Burlington-st. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ACCRINGTON.—Lancs. EC propose erec- 
tion ef phase IV of College of Further 
Education. 

ASHINGTON.—Sketch plans have been 
prepared for a maternity unit at Ashington 
Hospital for Newcastle-on-Tyne Hospital Bd. 

BASINGSTOKE.—A new automatic tele- 
phone exchange, est. cost £43,000, is to be 
built on site in Winton-sq. Building will 
Start later this year and take about 18 months 
to complete. 

BEACONSFIELD.—Boots Cash Chemists 
Ltd. propose alterations and extensions to 
shop premises at The Highway. Plans by 
own Architect’s Department, Nottingham. 

SEAR WOOD (Berks.).—PC Council pro- 
pose the erection of new church hall. 

BILLINGHAM-ON-TEES.—UDC is being 
recommended to erect 40 two-roomed houses 
suitable for old people. 

8LYTH.—TC is planning the erection of 
- chalets on Blyth Links. Boro’ E. is D. W 


ster. 
8LYTHE BRIDGE (Staffs.).—Staffs. CC 
Propose erection of new grammar sch. on 


1§}-acre site. 
30LDON (Co. Durham).—Hedley and 


ympson, solicitors, 11 Toward-rd., Sunder- 





Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











land, have submitted outline proposals to 
the local council for the erection of church 
and presbytery at Sunderland-rd., Cleadon. 

BOURNEMOUTH.—TC is recommended 
to approve scheme for construction of 82ft. 
6in. x 42ft. indoor swimming bath, est. 
£88,000, on site adjoining cemetery, Kinson- 
rd., Kinson. .*. . TC has approved plans 
for construction of a car park adjacent to 
Parsonage and Upper Hinton roads. Est. 
£167,581. 

BRACKNELL.—Gerald Brown Founda- 
tion is to ask Windsor RDC to sell 64 acres 
of undeveloped land at Bouldish Farm estate, 
South Ascot, to build houses—on a non- 
profit basis. . Development Corpn. 
propose 41 flats and 39 garages at Bay-rd. 

BRANDON (Co. Durham).—Additions are 
proposed to milk storage building at Langley 
Moor for East Durham Co-operative Dairies 
Ltd. Plans by CWS, Architects’ Dept. 

BRIGHTON.—East Sussex CC is consider- 
ing proposal to build 91 houses and villas on 
9t-acre site at Hove. Architects: Fitzroy 
Robinson & Partners. 

BRIGHTON.—Ping. Com. has approved 
application by Mrs. S. Gold to demolish 
Graham Hotel, King’s-rd. and build a new 
8-storey hotel on the site. 

BRISTOL.—A building in Baldwin-st. has 
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been purchased by McKay Securities Ltd., 
who plan to demolish the building and to 
build a seven-storey office block. Planning 
application is being sought. The new build- 
ing, designed by Alec French & Ptnrs., will 
have about 25,000 sq. ft. of office accommoda- 
tion. 

BRISTOL.—A. T. Poeton & Son Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of factory at Waterloo-st. 
Architect: Raymond Moxley, Chesterfield- 
chbrs., Westbourne-pl., Clifton. 

BURGHFIELD COMMON.—Bernard Mc- 
Manus Ltd. propose erection of 20 detached 
houses. 

CARLISLE.—City C has approved, in prin- 
ciple, proposal to establish motel on six 
acres site on the former aerodrome site at 
Carlisle. Promoter is Mr. J. W. Richardson. 

CHESTER-LE-STREET. — Cawthorn and 
Sinclair Ltd., haulage contractors, Birtley, 
propose filling station and offices. Architects: 
Fennell and Baddiley, Bridge End-chbrs., 
Chester-le-Street. 

CHESTER-LE-STREET.—New premises 
are proposed for H. Young (Motors) Ltd. 
Architects are Fennell and Baddiley, Bridge 
End-Chbrs., Chester-le-Street. . . . The 
Butsfield Property Co., Durham-rd., Birtley, 
are planning the erection of foundry and 
electrical engineering workshops at Bewicke 
Main, and outline plans are under considera- 
tion. . Vibrator Roller and Plant 
Hire Co., Starbeck, Harrogate, propose depot 
and offices at Portobello, Birtley. . . . 
RDC is to erect 94 dwellings at Barley Mow 
to plans by the Housing Architect, F. Bow- 


man. 

CHURCH CROOKHAM.—RC auth. pro- 
pose erection of new RC church at Woody 
Corner site, Aldershot-rd. 

CLEVELEYS.—29 flats and garages and 
six shops are to be built on spare land 
bounded by Bisham-rd./Ellerbeck-rd. 

COOKHAM.--RDC propose housing de- 
velopment on 10-acre site adjoining Whyte- 
ladyes-la., Cookham Rise. 

CROWTHORNE.—RC auth. propose erec- 
tion of new church. Est. £30,000. 

CROYDON.—Managers of Christ Church 
prim. sch. propose erection of new prim. sch. 
at Brighton-rd. 

DERBY.—The Hammerson Group of Com- 
panies, London, propose re-development of 
City centre. . .. CC propose Ist instalment 
of College of Further Education, Buxton, 
during 1963-64. 

DOVER.—A skyscraper building is planned 
for the seafront, according to the Town 
Clerk, J. J. Johnson, in a statement on Aoril 
12. The proposed building will be 210ft. 
high—twice as high as the corporation owned 
Gateway Flats which front the promenade. 
It will cost £600,000. A twenty-storey block 
of approximately 100 flats and a podium of 
two stories with shops in a piazza will be 
included. 

DURHAM.—Blagdon-Durham Ltd., engi- 
neers, Framwellgate Works, Durham City, are 
considering the erection of factory premises, 
and sites are being discussed with the plan- 
ning authorities. 

EASTLEIGH.—BC granted outline per- 
mission for erection of 29 shops, including 
supermarket, 24 maisonettes, offices, show- 
rooms and garages on site adjoining Central 
Club, Winchester-rd., Chandler’s Ford. 

ESTON (Yorks.).—UDC are to erect 60 
old people’s flatlets to plans by the Surveyor 
(N. C. Harrison). 

FELLING (Co. Durham).—UDC has been 
authorised by the MoT to prepare plans for 
extending Felling by-pass to White Mere 
Pool and construction of roundabout there. 
Council’s S. is R. Morton. 

FLEETWOOD.—Commercial & General 
Investments (Fleetwood) Ltd. propose conver- 
sion of cinema at Lord-st. into supermarket. 

FLINTS.—CC propose erection of new 
county prim. sch. at Brynford. 

GATESHEAD.—TC is to borrow £36,708 
for the erection of 29 houses at Yetholm-rd.; 
£38,819 for 23 houses at Mendip-gdns.; 
£432,333 for 237 houses and 99 garages in 
the Chandless re-development area; £207,897 
for the erection of the Greenwell sec. mod. 
sch.; and £12,000 for a sewer in Albany-rd. 

GUILDFORD.—BC propose sea _ cadet 
corps headquarters at the sports ground site. 

HAMPSHIRE.—Home Office has agreed to 
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County's proposals to build fire stations at 
Eastleigh, est. £68,000, and Wockham, est. 
£12,000, in 1961-62 building programme. 
Tenders to be invited. Home Office 
approval given for erection of new stations 
at Overton and Horndean, planned for 1962- 
63 building programme. 

HAMPSHIRE.—MoH has agreed to de- 
velop Coldeast Hospital as a balanced unit 
of 551 beds. Sketch plans have been ap- 
proved for hospital and assessment unit of 
40 beds, 2 villas (each of 40 beds, occupa- 
tion centre, recreation hall, staff accommoda- 
tion and adaptation of the mansion for 
various ancillary purposes. Total est. 
£592,000. . Wessex Regional Hospital 
Board has asked MoH to include develop- 
ment of. Tatchbury Mount Hospital as 
balanced unit of 493 beds, in his list. 

HARLOW.—W. & A. Gilbey Ltd., the 
firm of distillers and wine shippers, has 
acquired a site at Harlow New Town and 
work will commence shortly on the erection 
of premises comprising distillery, storage and 
bottling warehouse, and office accommoda- 
tion. Plans for the new building prepared 
jointly by Peter Falconer and Alexander 
Gibson have been submitted for approval to 
Frederick Gibberd, Master Planner to the 
Harlow Development Corporation, and it is 
anticipated that work will commence on site 
in the autumn of this year. The site at 
Harlow is about 9} acres, and the anticipated 
cost of the new premises is around £3m. 

HASTINGS.—A further development of 
some 400 houses and bungalows is planned 
at Hastings by the Hallmark Group of Com- 
panies, who have been active in the area, 
particularly on the Alexandra Park estate. 
The present scheme arises from the acquisi- 
tion of Lower Ridge Farm, an area of 57 
acres adjoining the Alexandra Park estate. 
The price paid is not disclosed, but the 
property was on offer privately at £150,000. 

HENLEY.—TC has approved in principle 
an alternative proposal for a scheme to build 
60 two-bedroomed flats on the Upton Lodge 
site.... BC has approved erection of auto- 
matic telephone exchange and the erection 
of aged persons’ dwellings on a site at old 
ga; works, Greys-rd. 

HERTFORDSHIRE. — The _ Education 
Authority has approved major extensions 
and remodelling of existing buildings to East 
Barnet grammar sch. The work will cost 
£241,486. 

HOOK.—Mr. E. J. Butler proposes residen- 
tial development on 67 acres of land at Holt 
Farm, Holt-la. 

HUDDERSFIELD.—YMCA propose erec- 
tion of new premises at Northumberland-st. 

HYDE.—BC recommending, by private 
enterprise, redevelopment town centre. 

KIDSGROVE.—UDC to prepare a scheme 
for aged persons’ bungalows. 

KINGSCLERE & WHITCHURCH.—RDC’'s 
housing programme for 1961 makes provi- 
sion for 48 houses—28 of these remaining 
from last year for which tenders have not 
been submitted to MH&LG. 

LEEDS.—M. Thwaite Ltd. propose erection 
ot clothing factory, Woodhouse. . . . Follow- 
ing for TC: Erecting 338 dwellings/242 
garages at Belle Isle; extensions to civic hall; 
library at Seacroft civic centre; hostel for 
women at East Leeds; child welfare / maternity 
clinic at Seacroft health centre site. 

The Senate, Leeds University, propose erec- 
tion of 40 study bedrooms at Woodsley Hall, 
Clarendon Hall. 

LETCHWORTH.—The Open Spaces Com- 
mittee is recommending that the UDC should 
approve a sketch plan of a proposed £105,000 
covered swimming pool and ancillary build- 
ings. 

LIVERPOOL.—Ministry of Health propose 
erection of teaching college at Prescot-st. 
area. . TC propose county prim. sch. at 
Sudley- rd. 

LLANRWST.—Denbighs. CC propose con- 
version of Plas-yn-Dre into police court 
police station. 

MACCLESFIELD.—Ches. EC propose erec- 
tion of College of Further Education off 
Park-la. . . . The Tytherington Investments 
propose erection of 14 shops/6 garages at 
Manchester-rd., Tytherington. 

MAGHULL.—Greenall Whitley & Co. Ltd., 


Chester, propose erection of new PH, ‘ The 
Everest Arms.’ 
MANCHESTER.—Paramount Wallpapers 
Ltd. propose erection of offices/ warehouse at 
Sherborne-st., Cheetham. . . . Hammerson 
Group of Companies propose erection of 
office block at Booth-st. . Metrovincial 
Properties Ltd. propose conversion of cinema 
into shops/flats at Stockport-rd.... Wilson’s 
Brewery Ltd. propose erection of new hotel, 
‘The Milton Arms,’ at Cheetham. ... Scot- 
tish Widows’ Fund & Life Assurance Soc. 
propose erection of multi-storey office block / 
multi-storey car park/service station at Sack- 
ville-st. Co-operative Wholesale Ltd. 
propose erection of dental/welfare block at 
Hanover-st. Lloyds Bank Ltd. propose 
conversion of house into bank premises/flat 
over at Wythenshawe-rd., Northenden. . . . 
Sunrose Ltd. propose erection of shops 
offices at Ashton Old-rd., Higher Open- 
ew... .. W. 5 
Nottingham, propose 
Wilmslow-rd., Withington. .. . 
Ltd. propose erection of petrol 
station/depot at Liverpool-rd. .. . 
Williams proposes erection of two-storey 
offices at Kingsway. ... P. E. Phelps pro- 
poses erection of a block flats /shops/ garages 
at Parrs Wood-rd., South, East Didsbury. 
MANCHESTER.—The National Mutual 
Life Assurance Co. propose erection of three- 
storey offices at St. James’s-sa. ... Central & 
District Properties Ltd., London, propose 
re-development of Market-st./Market-pl. / 
Victoria-st. . . . Fairhurst Electronics Ltd. 
propose converting “es at Dean Row into 
research station. : H. Smith & Co. 
Ltd., London, propose aA. of new office 
block at Caernarvon-st., Cheetham. 
MANCHESTER.—Grange Properties Ltd., 
Salford, is to seek planning authority to 
build a ten-storey block of offices and shops 
in Deansgate. The scheme is expected to 
cost £lm. and includes provision for a four- 
tier underground car park for approx. 400 


Simms, Sons & Cooke Ltd., 
erection of flats at 
A. A. Booth 
service 

.. 


cars. 

MANCHESTER.—Chorlton Warehouses, 
the mail order dealers, are to build a new 
ll-storey headquarters to replace their exist- 
ing premises in Chorlton-st. 

ELKSHAM.—Boro’ S. (Mr. M. Robinson) 
is to draw-up scheme for 22 grouped dwell- 
ings with communal facilities, including 
warden’s accommodation on the Lambourne 
Farm estate. 

MORECAMBE.—Storey Brothers and Co. 
Ltd., of Lancaster, are to build a new 
laboratory and extend their warehouse. 

NORTHUMBERLAND.—CC’s scheme for 
the construction of a teachers’ training col- 
lege on the site of Ponteland Cottage Homes 
has been approved by the MoE. The work 
will be proceeded with as soon as possible. 
County A is C. C. Brown. 

NORTHWICH.—RDC to consider erection 
of houses for sale. 

NOTTINGHAM. — Central Provincial 
Properties Ltd. propose redevelopment at 
Radford-rd. . . Boots Pure Drug Co. Ltd. 
propose erection of laboratory/offices at 
Island-st 

NOTTINGHAM. —Atkey’s of Nottingham 
Ltd. propose erection of new showroom at 
Union-rd. 

OXFORD.—Plans submitted to TC.: Ex- 
tensions and alterations at 93 London-rd. for 
the Trustees of W. E. Smith; carton store 
and refrigeration store at 148 London-rd. for 
H. Weaver; dispensary at Radcliffe Infirmary 
for Oxford Region Hospital Bd. i» oe 
approved revised housing programme for 
1961-62. Plans submitted: New admini- 
strative building at Old-rd., Headington, for 
Oxford Regional Hospital Bd. 

PARTINGTON.—Ches. EC propose erec- 
tion of new sec. sch. during 1962-63. 

PORTSMOUTH.—City C is to build youth 
centre at Paulsgrove, est. £69,300. Loan 
sanction is being sought. City C is to 
build new jun. sch. for educationally sub- 
normal children on site at Battenburg-ave., 
North End. Loan sanction is being sought 
for £80,740. . . Go-ahead for re-develop- 
ment of the Nelson-rd., Wellington Row 
Church-st., Queen-st., Park-st. and Somers- 
rd. areas with schemes of comprehensive 
mixed development, including multi-storey 
blocks of flats, 16 storeys high, has been 
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given by City C. 

PORTSMOUTH. —William Fletcher Junr 
Ltd. are to build a two-storey factory wit! 
20,000 sq. ft. floor area in Regent-st., Ports 
mouth. 

READING. —BC propose erection of aged 
persons’ home at Granville-rd., Southcot 
estate, £71,500 est. . . . Plans submitted t: 
TC.: 31 houses at Gordon-pl. and Little John 
la. for J. West (Builders) Ltd., Calcot-wks.., 
Bath-rd.; flats, maisonettes and garages o 
site of Old Kennels, Burghfield-rd. for J. M 
Jones & Sons Ltd., Maidenhead. 

READING.—Bernard Sunley Investmen 
Trust (Management) Ltd. propose redevelop- 
ment of the covered general market, marke 
hall and 35a Market-passage. . . . TC see 
loans of £45,635 for erection of 24 flats an: 
16 garages at Dwyer-rd. and £51,624 for 2 
flats and 24 garages at the junction of Bland 
ford-rd. and Whitley Wood-rd. 

ROCHDALE.—James Duckworth Ltd, 
multiple grocers, are to build a_ supe: 
emporium on the Butts Mills site in the tow 
centre. 

SALFORD.—Following for TC: Loa 
sanction for erection of 80 flats in two 10 
storey blocks at Sussex-st.; erection of specia! 
home for elderly /handicapped people, £56,0( 
est. 

SALFORD.—Professor R. H. Matthew, of 
Edinburgh University, one of Scotland’s lea 
ing consultant architects, has accepted 
commission to prepare a master plan fo: 
Salford’s Broad-st. redevelopment scheme 
which will cost £9 millions. It includes 
major rehousing project, reconstruction of 
main shopping area, provision for a Civic 
centre, and major improvements on the A‘ 

SALISBURY.—City C has received appli- 
cation for erection of five blocks of tour- 
storey flats, total 80 with garages, at Harn- 
ham Folly, Old Blandford-rd. . . Plans 
have been agreed in principle for elderly 
people’s accommodation in part of The 
Friary redevelopment scheme. 

SEND (Guildford).—Mr. B. F. Tuckley, 
Farningham, Kent and Mr. A. W. Hasledine, 
56 Reigate Hill, Reigate, propose erection of 
136 houses at Send Nursery. 

SHEFFIELD.—Following for TC: Erection 
of 80 dwellings at Gleadless Valley; 407 
dwellings at Middlewood; 82 maisonettes 4 
shops at Netherthorpe. 

SILSDEN.—Wilkinson Development (Skip- 
ton) Ltd. propose residential development off 
Howden-rd. 

SKELMERSDALE.—H. Tonge proposes 
residential development at School-la. 

STANDISH.—Town Planning permission 
sought by Wigan Rugby Union Football Club 
for residential development at Prospect Park. 

STANLEY (Co. Durham).—UDC is to con- 
sider the erection of a bus station in the 
town. S. is R. H. Snowball. 

STOCKPORT.—Housing Committee has 
approved, in principle, the erection of two 
ll-storey blocks of flats, 16 old people's 
flats and 34 garages; costing £385,000, at 
Victoria Park, Hall-st. 

STOCKPORT.—BC propose 
Stockport College during 1963-64 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES. — Newcastle- on- 
Tyne Regional Hospital Bd. is to submit to 
MoH an estimate amounting to £1,200,000 
for the first stage of a new general hospital 
at Hardwick, Stockton-on-Tees. Architects: 
Alison & Hutchison, 4 Rothsay-ter., Edin- 
burgh. 

STOCKTON- ON-TEES. — The Oxbridge 
Garage Co. Ltd., Oxbridge-la., Stockton, are 
to erect offices, showroom, workshops, etc., 
on the Portrack industrial site. Architect: 
T. A. Crawford, 91 Borough-rd., Middles- 
brough. 

SUNDERLAND.—G. T. Brown & Son, '4 
Grange-ter., Stockton-rd., Sunderland, are 
preparing plans for office additions at Thorn- 
hill Park for the Durham Divisional Coal Bd. 

SUNDERLAND.—The Palace Cinema, 
High-st. west, is to be demolished to make 
way for shops, etc., for London and Northern 
Properties Ltd., 5 Benton-ter., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Architects: Marshall & Tweedy, 
Biackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. . 

Ministry inquiry was held on April ‘25 ir 
TC’s £l4m. scheme for the construction 
a civic centre at Mowbray Park. Boro’ A 
H. C. Bishop. .. . TC has received lor 


"a Ill of 
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sanction for £31,717 for site works in the 
East Cross-st. area, and £18,717 for similar 
work on Hylton Red House estate. 

SUTTON AND CHEAM.—BC ehas 
approved plans for 146 flats and 73 garages 
at Brighton-rd. for Mutum Property and 
Investment Co. Ltd. 

TIPTON.—BC propose 
re-development at Owen-st. 

WANTAGE.—RDC propose erection of 
elderly people’s bungalows on site at Nod- 
moor, Chaddleworth instead of garages as 
originally planned. 

WARRINGTON.—BC proposes _ erection 
of 28 flats at Orford neighbourhood unit. 

WATFORD.—BC propose erection of 56 
houses and 12 flats at Holywell estate... . 
Clements (Watford) Ltd. propose extensions 
to store premises at The Parade, £270,000 est. 
Architects: Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardall, 
2 Hyde Park-pl., London. 

WEDNESBURY .—Staffs. EC propose erec- 
tion of classroom block at Staffs. College 
of Commerce. Est. £150,000. 

WILMSLOW.—UDC propose improvement 
scheme at Grove-st. area. 

WINCHESTER.—In quinquennial review 
of town map, Hampshire CC propose 3- 
storey car park on site between new county 
offices, Westgate and Staple Garden. City C 
favour proposal... . City C approves selling 
or leasing to MoH about 9,000 sq. ft. in 
Brooks comprehensive development area for 
erection of new offices for Hampshire Execu- 
tive Council of NHS... . Three sites in City’s 
ownership have been allocated for erection 
of old people’s dwellings—Saxon-rd.; old 
Stanmore allotments site; and corner of St. 
Clement’s/Trafalgar-streets. 

WOOBURN.—Bucks. EC propose erection 
of CoE sch. at Wooburn Park. 

WOODLEY.—RC auth. propose erection 
of new prim. sch. at Western-ave. 


TENDERS 

a) Denotes accepted. 

(pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

ra) Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

(aM) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
(Gp) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 
priate Government Department. 

BISHOP AUCKLAND.—Construction of 
x-ray dept. at Bishop Auckland General 
Hospital for Newcastle-on-Tyne Hospital Bd. 
Architect: P. H. Knighton: (A) Wright and 
Kellett Ltd., Ashley-ter., Chester-le-Street, 
£41,437. 

BLACKPOOL.—New garage and workshop 
at Mansfield-rd., Blackpool, for Messrs. 
Symbol Biscuits Ltd. Architects: Design 
Partnership, 58 Topping-st., Blackpool. 
(a) R. Fielding & Son (Bldrs.) Ltd., Black- 
pool, £15,610. 

BRACKNELL.—Erection of a multi-storey 
block of flats on site of old Rectory for 
Development Corporation. (A) Pauling Con- 
struction Co. Ltd., London. 

BRAINTREE.—Erection of 38 ‘Home- 
ville’ dwellings at Tye Green, Cressing, for 
RDC. (a) D. Cameron & Hutchinson Ltd., 
Braintree. 

BRIGHTON.—New factory at The Hyde, 
Lower Bevendean, for West Instruments Ltd. 
(A) William Willett (Contractors) Ltd., 
Sloane-sq., London, SWI, £47,719. 

BRISTOL.—Erection of 2 five-storey blocks 
of flats at Barton Hill for TC. (A) John Laing 
and Son Ltd., London. 

BUNGAY.— Erection of 14 houses and 
eight garages at St. Mary’s Field estate. 
Piper Whalley & Ptnrs., architects, Earsham- 
st., Bungay. (A) Mr. W. G. Packham, Ditch- 
ingham, Bungay, £29,947. 

CHEADLE HULME.—New teaching block 
at Claremont-rd. for Royal Warehousemen, 
Clerks & Drapers School. (A) John Laing & 
Son Ltd., London. 

CHELMSFORD.—Fixed price tenders for 
56 houses, 24 flats and 85 garages at Mead- 
zate. Boro’ E&S is E. P. Allen. (A) Duncan, 
Cameron & Hutchinson, Braintree, Essex, 
£59,699 and E. W. Baker (Builders) Ltd., 
Rowden Park-gdns., Chingford-rd., 4, 
£83,848. 

CROOK (Co. Durham).—Erection of offices 
for the Estates Management Corporation, 
Team Valley trading estate, Gateshead. 
Architects: Fennell and Baddiley, Bridge 
End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street. (a) C.T.C. 
Builders Ltd., Blackhill, Co. Durham. 


shopping area 


DARLINGTON.—Proposed supermarket 
at The Green, Cockerton for L. and N 
Stores Ltd. Architects: Gray and Ptnrs., 
8 Portland-terr., Newcastle-on-Tyne. (a) J. 
W. Richardson and Co. Ltd., Quebec-st., 
Darlington. 


GODALMING.—Conversion of 78 High- 
st. as supermarket for Fine-fare Ltd. (A) 
Welwyn Builders Ltd., Mundells, Welwyn 
Garden City. 


KIRKHAM.—New council offices at 
Derby-rd. for Fylde RDC. (a) R. Fielding & 
Son (Builders) Ltd., Blackpool. 


LANGLEY (Bucks).—New prim. sch. for 
Northampton Diocesan Trustees. (A) H. D. 
Bowyer Ltd., 29 Mackenzie-st., Slough. 


LEEDS.—Following for TC: Erection of 
590 dwellings/215 garages at Belle Isle/Old- 
field-la. (a) Reema (Chesterfield) Ltd., 
£1,131,159. Four 12-storey blocks flats/45 
garages at Poplar estate. (a) F. Shepherd & 
Son Ltd., York. £465,352. Two 12-storey 
blocks flats/block maisonettes/47 garages at 
New Carlton. (A) G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd., 
London, £269,515. p 


LINDSEY CC.—Erection of stage three 
of the Tattersall Gartree sec. sch., Con- 
ningsby, Lincs. Clarke Hall, Scorer & Bright, 
architects, 200 High-st., Lincoln. Quantities 
by Davis, Belfield and Everest. 

Bernard Pumfrey Ltd. ine ... £22,546 
Wm. Wright & Son (Lincoln) Ltd.... 22,429 
(A) Ellis, Thompson & Co., Ltd. 20,391 

LIVERPOOL.—New Commercial College 
at Anfield for EC. (a) Tysons (Contractors) 
Ltd., £274,300. 


LOFTUS (Yorks).—Erection of 36 bunga- 
lows and 16 houses on Easington Park estate 
for UDC. (A) Kenneth Mollekin, West- 
parade-rd., Scarborough. (This corrects para- 
graph of April 7.) 

(Gp) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week 
ended April 21: Building work: Bracknell, 


A Consulting and 
Research Service 
on Acoustical Problems’ 


in Building 


AIRO is an independent consulting organisation 
which provides facilities for Architects, Local 
Authorities, Government Departments and 
Industrialists in various fields of Acoustics. 


These include buiiding acoustics, noise control, 
acoustical measurements, calibration and re- 
search and development projects. 
AIRO operates a consultative and Field Service 
and an Acoustics Laboratory where standard 
electro-acoustic measurements are carried out. 
Experience has proved that co-operation with 
Architects at planning stage is of great benefit in 
reducing subsequent costs and revisions. 
Architects are therefore invited to request early 
collaboration on acoustical design and noise 
reduction and matters in connection with 
Auditoria, Theatres, Studios, Cinemas, Schools, 
Hotels, Offices, Buildings, Flats, etc. 

You are requested to contact: 


ACOUSTICAL INVESTIGATION AND 
RESEARCH ORGANISATION LTD. 
118 CROMWELL ROAD, LONDON, S.W.7. 


Telephone: FREmantie 5101. AP45! 
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Berks; J. M. Jones & Sons Ltd., Maiden- 
head, Berks. Seedaseer, Khormaksar, Aden; 
W. J. Simms Sons, Cooke Ltd., Sherwood, 
Nottingham. Artificers’ work: High 
Wycombe, Bucks.; Haymills (Contractors) 
Ltd., Hanger Green, London, W5. Runway 
work: Middleton St. George, Co. Durham; 
Tarmac Roadstone Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees. 

(Gp) LONDON (British Railways).—Recent 
contracts placed by North Eastern Region: 
Provision of office accommodation for the 
Police Dept. at South Stockton Goods 
Station; G. Stephenson Ltd., Bishop Auck- 
land. Supply and installation of an exten- 
sion to the telephone exchange at York; 
Automatic Telephone & Electric Co. Ltd., 
London. Provision of four relay rooms for 
Signal Boxes at West Jesmond, New Bridge- 
st., Jesmond and Manors; Berwick Building 
Co. Ltd. Supply of heating and a hot water 
service installation at Holbeck motive power 
depot, Leeds; Raines, H. & V. Ltd., Wake- 
field. Provision of a dust extractor plant for 
the Chief Civil Engineer’s Workshops at Dar- 
lingten Park-la.; S. MacLean & Son Ltd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Reconstruction and 
widening of road Bridge No. 23 over the 
Leeds-Doncaster line at South Elmsall, The 
Paviour Construction Co. Ltd., Shipley. 
Preliminary site works for the new signal box 
and compressor house at Gateshead; Derek 
Crouch (Contractors) Ltd., Birtley. Earth- 
works, drainage, ballasting and fencing at the 
new marshalling yard at Stourton; Mac- 
Laughlan (Knottingley) Ltd., Knottingley. 
Provision of a ‘Finlay” hydraulic rail 
straightening press for the rail welding depot 
at Dinsdale; Finlay Engineering Co. Ltd., 
Newport. Reconstruction of the  super- 
structure of Bridge No. 102 Albert Hill, 
Darlington; Durham Steelwork Ltd., Gates- 
head. Design, supply and erection on pre- 
pared foundations of structural steelwork 
and cladding for screens for carriage wash- 
ing machines at Heaton and South Gos- 
forth; J. W. Ellis & Co. Ltd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

(GD) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended April 15: Cornwall: Erec- 
tion of Head Post Office at Post Office, 
Liskeard; Aubrey Long Ltd., 21 Harvey-st., 
Torpoint. Devon; Erection of new hospital 
block at National. Assistance Bd. Hostel; 
Stover; W. E. Gaye & Co. Ltd., 22 Quay-terr., 
Newton Abbot. Gloucestershire: Conversion 
for new canteen at HM sorting office, 
Winterstoke-rd., Bristol; John Laing Con- 
struction Ltd., 39-43 College Green, Bristol. 
London: Extension of telephone exchange, 
Brixton; J. Garrett & Son Ltd., Cathles-rd., 
Balham Hill, SW1l. Internal redecoration at 
Romney-hse., Marsham-st., SWl; Howe & 
White Ltd., 35 Manor-rd., Wallington, Surrey. 
Electric lighting and power at Royal Courts 
of Justice; General Electric Maintenance Co., 
20 High-st., Pinner, Middx. 

(Gp) LONDON (War  Dept.).—Contracts 
placed for week ended April 14: Bucks.: 
Miscellaneous at Beaconsfield; H. F. Johnson 
Ltd., Langley. Dorset: Building at Boving- 
ton Camp; J. Drewitt & Son Ltd., Bourne- 
mouth. Building at Dorchester; G. J. 
Furneaux Ltd., Christchurch. Co. Durham: 
Painting and decorating at Washington; D. 
Humberstone & Co. Ltd., Louth. Hampshire: 
Heating at Aldershot; F. Church Ltd., 
Oxford. Electrical at Worthy Down; Cromp- 
ton Parkinson Ltd., Chelmsford. Kent: 
Re-cladding at Shorncliffe; G. Stone (Folke- 
stone) Ltd., Folkestone. London: Painting 
and decorating; A. Sharrocks Ltd., London, 
SW1. Middlesex: Building at Twickenham; 
Humphreys Ltd., London, SW7. Nottingham- 
shire: Fencing at Chilwell; Fencraft Engineer- 
ing Ltd., Grantham. Surrey: Miscellaneous 
at Pirbright; Wm. Blood Ltd., London, SE11. 
Grass cutting at Aldershot; G. O. & W. L. 
Watts (Grazeley) Contrs. Ltd., Reading. 
Wiltshire: Demolition at Tidworth; The 
Demolition & Construction Co. Ltd., London, 

Wl. Yorkshire: Building at Catterick 
Camp; C. Chapleo & Sons, Leyburn. Build- 
ing at Catterick Camp; R. Dodd & Sons, 
Melsonby. Demolition at Catterick Camp; 
S. Walton, Melton. Painting and decorating 
at Catterick Camp; J. D. Tighe & Co., Gains- 
borough. 

LUTON.—Fixed price tenders for the 
erection of Limbury Meads CP infants’ sch. 
for BC. Boro’ A is M. H. G. Blackman. 
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Victoria-wks., 
£53,619 


(A) Davies & Rentowl Ltd., 
Victoria-st., St. Albans, Herts., 
(amended). 


UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


THE FEDERATION 
OF MASTER BUILDERS 


The Largest Individually 
Representative Organisation 
in the Kingdom 
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BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL, CAMBRIDGE, 
CARDIFF, EDINBURGH, LEEDS, LONDON, 
NEWCASTLE AND SEVENOAKS 
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SUBSCRIPTION {6.6.0. p.a. 


Service tomembers includes free monthly 
issues of the 


Federation Journal 


THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS 
33 John Street, Holborn, London, W.C.1 
Tel: cHAncery 7583 (6 lines) 


Please send particulars of the advantages 
of membership to 


Kindly cut along dotted lines 
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Provide an unequalled investment 
permanent source of income. 
Housing Estates, Public Utilities, 
etc. 
our attractive deferred terms scheme. 
Write for illustrated brochure to:- 


ERNEST BATLEY LTD., 


66 Colledge Rd., Holbrooks, Coventry - 87253 


MACCLESFIELD.—New county jun. sch. 
at Hurdsfield for Ches. EC. (a) Cawood, 
Wharton Ltd., Harrogate, £61,127. Erection 
of 60 dwellings at Weston estate for BC. 
(A) T. J. Yearsley & Co. Ltd., £96,775. 

MANCHESTER.—Following for TC: New 
classroom block at Didsbury Training Col- 
lege. (A) F. J. Gibson (Builder) Ltd., Wilms- 
low, Ches. Erection of 174 flats, in three 
12-storey blocks, at Hollyhedge Roundabout. 
(A) John Laing & Son Ltd., London (nego- 
tiated). 

MIDDLESBROUGH. — Extensions _ to 
Langbaurgh sec. sch. for EC. Ed. A: K. J. 
Caton, Education Offices. (A) Marsh 
(Builders) Ltd., Grangefield-rd., Stockton-on- 
Tees, £35,980. Erection of proposed St. 
Michael’s RC sec. sch. Plans by K. J. Caton- 
(A) Derek Crouch Ltd., Station-rd., Birtley, 
Co. Durham, £152,000. 

NOTTINGHAM.—Two male halls of resi- 
dence for University Senate. (A) John Laing 
& Son Ltd., London. Cinema conversion at 
Grantham/Beeston, into supermarkets for 
Tesco Stores Ltd., Cheshunt, Herts. (A) Opus 
Ltd., London. 

OXFORD.—Following for Regional Hos- 
pital Bd.: Extensions and alterations at 
Kingshill Maternity Hospital, Swindon, for 
Regional Hospital Bd. (A) Wm. Croft & Co. 
Ltd., Manchester-rd., Swindon, £36,312. 

RAYLEIGH.—Erection of 20 ‘ Homeville’ 
houses at Cheapside for RDC. (A) H. 
Dowling & Sons Ltd., Rayleigh. 

READING.—Erection of 24 flats and 24 
garages at Whitley Wood-rd. for BC. 
Boyd & Murley Ltd., Reading, £45,964. 
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Kingston. (A) Griffs & Son Ltd., London, 
£287,525. 

TEDDINGTON (Middx.).—New sec. boys’ 
sch. at Broom-rd. for CC. (A) Griggs & Son, 
Westminster, £230,207. 

WATFORD.—New retail . store for the 
British Home Stores Ltd. (A) H. Fairweather 
& Co. Ltd., London. 

WIDNES.—New 
Wonder Crisp Co. 


‘BROAD-ACHESON 
6 INCH 


LOAD BEARING 


BLOCKS 


Factory Walls, School 

Partitions, etc., etc 

BROAD & CO. LTD - 4 SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON W2 - PADDINGTON 7061 


factory for Golden 
(A) Myton Ltd., London. 





flats and 16 garages at Dwyer-rd. for ~ woopD 


(aA) Orchard & Peers Ltd., London, £40,1 
Erection of Tilehurst prim. sch. for EC. 
David Lesley Caree Ltd., 23 Blagrove- 
st., Reading, £53, 

ROCHDALE. a of new Kingsway 
sec. mod. sch. for EC. 
struction Ltd., £180,329. 

SALFORD.—Erection of 226 flats in two 
15-storey blocks /72 maisonettes, at Islington- 
st. redevelopment area for TC. (A) Direct 
labour 

SCARBOROUGH. —Extensions to North 
Bay promenade for TC. (A) Reed & Malik 
Ltd., Salisbury, £144,974. 

SHEFFIELD.—Erection of a _five-storey 
office block at Leopold-st. for Abbey 
National Building Society. Architects: R. 
Ward & Ptnrs. (A) R. Costain (Construction) 
Ltd., £161,000. 

STAFFORD.—Re-building of 1-2 Market- 
st. for Leicester Permanent Building Society 
Ltd. (A) F. & E. V. Linford Ltd., Cannock. 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON.—Fixed price 
tenders for 16 flats and 18 houses at Masons- 
rd. estate for BC. Boro’ E&S is P. C. Smart. 
Quantities by Lawes & Garner, 38 Gt. 
Charles-st., Birmingham 3. (Gp) Coleman & 
Tyas Ltd., Bidford-on-Avon, nr. Alcester, 
Warwicks., £58,850. 

STRETFORD.—Erection of 22 sd houses 
at Nansen-cl. for BC. (a) L. Karudansky, 
Manchester, £45,838. 

SURREY.—Following for CC: Extensions 
at Guildford Royal gram. sch. (A) Wm. 
Holford & Co. Ltd., Guildford, £134,752. 
Erection of Rivermead county sec. sch., 


(a) John Laing Con- CORK 


a) BLOCK- 


PARQUET HARDWOOD 


STRIP 


*WANDSWORTH -S4¥-18 


TELEPHONE: Vanegas 6555/8 


POINT 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


SMARTS LANE 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 








CONCRETE 
GARAGES 


and @ Free Advisory Service 

Ideal for @ 3 Years’ Guarantee 

Hotels, @ Hinged or Up & Over Doors 

Rentals will cover repayments under @ Purchased by over 300 Councils 

@ Wooden roller shutter doors optional extra 
@ Extensive Free Delivery Area 


Also 66 New Islington, Manchester 4 & 123 Shepperton Rd., London, N°l- 








